
Chesapeake Gateways Programmatic Partners Self­ Nomination Questionnaire
This word document is for formulating and refining responses. Self-nominations are only accepted electronically via Microsoft Forms at: Chesapeake Gateways Programmatic Partner Self-Nomination

Programmatic partners support or carry out individual initiatives, programs, or projects that advance Chesapeake Gateways goals, benefitting multiple Chesapeake Gateways Places or the network as a whole. These may include work to conserve, restore, provide access to, and interpret natural, recreational, historical, and cultural resources and advance engagement. The nature of these partnerships is mutually beneficial to Chesapeake Gateways and to the mission of the partner organizations. Defining characteristics for the Chesapeake Gateways Programmatic Partner designation can be found in the Chesapeake Gateways Network Framework document (https://www.nps.gov/locations/chesapeakebaywatershed/framework.htm).


Organizations already members through their ownership or management of an existing Chesapeake Gateways Place or Experience do not necessarily need to self-nominate themselves for the programmatic partner designation. 

Visit our webpage for more information and instructions.  If you have any questions regarding this self-assessment or the refresh of Chesapeake Gateways in general, please contact chesapeake_info@nps.gov.

*Required

Basic Information

1. Organization's Official Name*
Please include any relevant DBA names.

2. Agreement Signatory Name*
Person within the organization with the legal authority to sign a general agreement with the National Park Service.

3. Agreement Signatory Job Title* (such as Executive Director/President/CEO)

4. Agreement Signatory Email*

5. Agreement Signatory Phone*


6. Point of Contact Name* 
Name of person completing this form and who can answer clarification questions; if the same as above just write "same" for the following questions. 

7. Point of Contact Job Title*

8. Point of Contact Phone*

9. Point of Contact Email*

10. Mailing Address: Street Address* 

11. Mailing Address: City*

12. Mailing Address: State*

13. Mailing Address: Zip Code*

14. Organization Website (include URL please)*

Mission

15. Please share your organization’s mission statement.*

16. Does your organization provide indirect visitor services, such as destination marketing services? (If yes, skip to question 34, if no, go to question 17)

17. Does your organization primarily focus on land conservation, such as a Land Trust? (If yes, skip to question34, if no, go to question 18)

18. Is your organization primarily a natural resource non-profit, such as the Chesapeake Bay Foundation or Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay? (If yes, skip to question 34, if no, go to question 19)

19. Is your organization primarily a cultural resource non-profit, such as Preservation Maryland? (If yes, skip to question 34, if no, go to question 20)

20. Is your organization a park friends group, such as the Friends of XX (If yes, skip to question 34, if no, go to question 21)

21. Does your organization exclusively provide specialized programming to targeted audiences, such as field trips, curriculum-based programming, etc.? (If yes, go to question 22, if no, skip to question 34)

School Programming & Field Trips (only if you answer yes to #21)

22. Is the program limited to field trips & school visits? (yes/no) 
(The program is not open to the general public) [no ends form, redirects to CG Experiences]

23. What is the primary purpose of the nomination program? (select all that apply) 
· Conservation (protecting natural resources) 
· Interpretation (providing opportunities for groups to have an engaging experience and make meaningful, intellectual, and emotional connections to essential elements of a place)
· Education (providing educational programs that link place themes to national standards and state curricula and involve educators, linking classroom learning with experiences at the place)
· Recreation (providing opportunities for groups to have a safe and informed recreational experience)

24. Please share in detail how your organization accomplishes the purpose(s) selected above through the programming.  

25. Does the nominated programming begin and primarily occur in the Chesapeake Bay watershed?
If yes, go to question 26; if no, form ends. 

26. Does programming involve collaboration with place/site managers and/or community (if not the operator)



27. Which principal theme(s) does this experience engage (as found in the framework)?
· The Living, Natural Chesapeake: A complex interaction of water, land, climate, geological formations, and topographical features creates a unique ecosystem that supports the Chesapeake’s remarkable biological diversity and abundance. 
· Peoples of the Chesapeake: From time immemorial, the natural environment of the Chesapeake and the people it attracted gave shape to distinctive cultural traditions.
· Settlement of the Chesapeake: The Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries have attracted settlement by humans throughout time, resulting in patterns that shape the region’s landscape and reflect the nation’s history.
· An Economic Resource: The rich, natural abundance of the Chesapeake has been a powerful incentive for commercial development, influencing the region’s economy, transportation, and productivity.
· Military and Naval Presence on the Chesapeake: Because of its vast waters and strategic location, the Chesapeake Bay has long played a critical role in the military and naval history of the United States.
· The Chesapeake as a Source of Recreation and Renewal: Abundant opportunities for a broad range of leisure-time activities, involving sport, education, culture, and stewardship, spring from the vast resources and beautiful landscapes of the Chesapeake Bay watershed.
· Environmental Stewardship and Viability: Since the 1980s, Americans have gathered to conserve and restore the natural resources of the Chesapeake Bay watershed. The critical economic and cultural ties between these resources and the public have driven these efforts. Traditional ecological knowledge, community-driven policies, and stewardship activities offer hope for the Chesapeake’s viability.

28. For each theme selected, please briefly describe how your programming engages this theme.

29. Types of programming:
☐ Field Trips ☐ School Visits ☐ Curriculum-based education   ☐ non-curriculum-based education        
☐ Adult programming   ☐ Other:

30. Target Audience(s):
☐ School Groups ☐ Organized Groups (ex. Boys & Girls Clubs, Scouting for America, Girl Scouts, etc.) 
☐ Faith based Groups  ☐ Family Reunions   ☐ Group tours (charter bus)    ☐ Other:

31. Accessibility Features:
   ☐ ADA compliant   ☐ Multilingual resources
   ☐ Transportation access   ☐ Sensory-friendly or inclusive design
   ☐ None yet, but planned   ☐ Other:

32. Any existing messaging about accessibility features:

33. What media assets are available?
   ☐ Photos   ☐ Video   ☐ Testimonials or press coverage
   ☐ Social media content   ☐ None yet



Goal Alignment

34. Please select the Chesapeake Gateways Network Goals that align with the mission or goals of your organization. (Select all that apply)

· Enhance interpretation and education of the natural, cultural, and recreational resources of the Chesapeake Bay and the rivers, landscapes, and communities across its watershed.
Facilitate an integrated approach to interpreting the themes and stories of the Chesapeake Bay watershed through the many Chesapeake Gateways Places. Help visitors explore, enjoy, and better connect with these places in the context of the Bay and its watershed.
· Facilitate broad access to the Chesapeake Bay watershed’s natural, cultural and recreational resources.
Help people discover and access the special places of the Chesapeake Bay watershed through a system of Chesapeake Gateways Places. This system enhances access both through orienting people to the region’s special places and through support for improvements to the visitor experience at those places.
· Promote conservation, restoration, and stewardship of the Chesapeake Bay watershed’s natural, cultural, and recreational resources.
Chesapeake Gateways plays a key role in the broad collaborative effort to conserve, protect, and restore the Chesapeake Bay watershed. Experiences at Chesapeake Gateways Places stimulate public appreciation and involvement in conservation, restoration, and stewardship.
· Strengthen the Network
Facilitate collaboration among Chesapeake Gateways Places and Partners; carry out initiatives and programs that advance goals and strategies, and assist partners in their efforts to identify, interpret, educate about, provide access to, conserve and restore important natural, cultural and recreational resources of the Chesapeake Bay watershed.

35. Please share in detail how your organization helps to advance each goal selected.

36. Describe your coverage area


