
Chesapeake Gateways Experiences Self­ Nomination
This word document is for formulating and refining responses. Self-nominations are only accepted electronically via Microsoft Forms at https://forms.office.com/g/873GEHdx4U

Chesapeake Gateways Network Experiences are a guided or self-guided program, tour, or activity offered by a partner to the general public that provides authentic, place-based interpretation, education, or recreation aligned with Chesapeake Gateways themes and designed to connect people to the Chesapeake Bay watershed. Use this questionnaire to nominate experiences within the Chesapeake Bay watershed for inclusion in the network. Visit our webpage for more information and instructions.

1. Name of the Experience (one experience per submission). Nominate your organization's experience for inclusion in Chesapeake Gateways.

2. Organization's Official Name (please include any relevant DBA names)

3. Agreement Signatory Name

4. Agreement Signatory Job Title (such as Executive Director/President/CEO)

5. Agreement Signatory Phone

6. Agreement Signatory Email

7. Point of Contact Name (name of person completing this form and who can answer clarification questions)

8. Point of Contact Job Title

9. Point of Contact Phone

10. Point of Contact Email

11. Organization Address (Full Address including street, city, state, and zip code (mailing or physical)) 

12. Webpage link for the experience (if the experience does not have a specific link, please just share the organization’s website link)

13. Is the experience open to the general public (i.e. anyone can walk up or make a reservation; experience is not limited to field trips & school visits)? (yes/no) [no ends form, redirects to Programmatic Partner]

14. What is the primary purpose of the experience? (select all that apply) 
· Conservation (protecting natural resources) 
· Interpretation (providing opportunities for visitors to have an engaging experience and make meaningful, intellectual, and emotional connections to essential elements of a place)
· Education (providing educational programs that link place themes to national standards and state curricula and involve educators, linking classroom learning with experiences at the place)
· Recreation (providing opportunities for visitors to have a safe and informed recreational experience)

15. Please share in detail how your organization accomplishes the purpose(s) selected above at the place.  

16. Does your experience begin and primarily occur in the Chesapeake Bay watershed?
Yes or No [no ends the form]

17. Does it involve collaboration with place/site managers and/or community (if not the operator)
18. Type of Experience:
   ☐ Guided ☐ Self-Guided   ☐ Both 

a. *If “Guided” is selected:
i. Who leads this experience? Include relevant certifications or guiding expertise: 
ii. Describe how your organization developed the program? Did you utilize any trainings or certifications in interpretation?
b. *If “Self-Guided” is selected:
i. List the safety and responsible recreation standards that your experience maintains
ii. Describe the orientation materials you provide for participants

19. Format of the Experience:
   ☐ In-person only   ☐ Digital/virtual   ☐ Hybrid

20. Frequency:
☐ Year-round☐ Seasonal (if seasonal, which season) ☐ On demand

21. Duration  
(open ended)

22. Which principal theme(s) does this experience engage (as found in the framework)?
· The Living, Natural Chesapeake: A complex interaction of water, land, climate, geological formations, and topographical features creates a unique ecosystem that supports the Chesapeake’s remarkable biological diversity and abundance. 
· Peoples of the Chesapeake: From time immemorial, the natural environment of the Chesapeake and the people it attracted gave shape to distinctive cultural traditions.
· Settlement of the Chesapeake: The Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries have attracted settlement by humans throughout time, resulting in patterns that shape the region’s landscape and reflect the nation’s history.
· An Economic Resource: The rich, natural abundance of the Chesapeake has been a powerful incentive for commercial development, influencing the region’s economy, transportation, and productivity.
· Military and Naval Presence on the Chesapeake: Because of its vast waters and strategic location, the Chesapeake Bay has long played a critical role in the military and naval history of the United States.
· The Chesapeake as a Source of Recreation and Renewal: Abundant opportunities for a broad range of leisure-time activities, involving sport, education, culture, and stewardship, spring from the vast resources and beautiful landscapes of the Chesapeake Bay watershed.
· Environmental Stewardship and Viability: Since the 1980s, Americans have gathered to conserve and restore the natural resources of the Chesapeake Bay watershed. The critical economic and cultural ties between these resources and the public have driven these efforts. Traditional ecological knowledge, community-driven policies, and stewardship activities offer hope for the Chesapeake’s viability.

23. For each theme selected, please briefly describe how your experience engages this theme. (100-200 words per theme)

24. What is the cost of the experience?

25. Are pets permitted on the experience?

26. Are reservations required to participate in the experience?

27. Target Audience(s):
   ☐ Families ☐ Youth ☐ Local residents   ☐ School Groups ☐ Organized Groups (ex. Types)
   ☐ Tourists   ☐ Other:

28. Accessibility Features:
   ☐ ADA compliant   ☐ Multilingual resources
   ☐ Transportation access   ☐ Sensory-friendly or inclusive design
   ☐ None yet, but planned   ☐ Other:

29. Any existing messaging about accessibility features:

30. What media assets are available?
   ☐ Photos   ☐ Video   ☐ Testimonials or press coverage
   ☐ Social media content   ☐ None yet



