
Chesapeake Gateways Community Designation Self Nomination
This word document is for formulating and refining responses. Self-nominations are only accepted electronically via Microsoft Forms at https://forms.office.com/g/hzieaMvU3e.

Use this questionnaire to nominate communities within the Chesapeake Bay watershed for inclusion in the Chesapeake Gateways Network. Communities must meet the defining characteristics and evaluation criteria to be designated as Chesapeake Gateways Community. Learn more about the designation at https://www.nps.gov/locations/chesapeakebaywatershed/cgc-instructions.htm.

Section 1: Basic Information
Questions 2-7 should address the nominating organization, 8-10 should be the leader of the lowest level jurisdictional government representing the community.

1. Community Name

2. Nominating Organization

3. Point of Contact Name (name of person completing this form and who can answer clarification questions)

4. Point of Contact Job Title

5. Point of Contact Phone

6. Point of Contact Email

7. What is your organization’s relationship to the community?

8. Agreement Signatory Name
(This is the person with the authority to sign a general agreement with the National Park Service on behalf of the community.)

9. Agreement Signatory Job Title

10. Agreement Signatory Phone

11. Agreement Signatory Email

Section 2: Relationship to the Chesapeake
In this section, please tell us how your community serves as a major entry point to the Chesapeake Bay watershed serving as a destination and a launching point to other Chesapeake Gateways Places. The term entry point is intended to reflect a physical or thematic starting point for visitors to experience the authentic Chesapeake.

12. In your own words, tell us about how your community serves as an entry point to the Chesapeake? (500 words minimum, 750 words maximum)

13. How is your community enhancing Chesapeake cultural, historical, natural, and recreational opportunities for residents and visitors in the watershed? (500 words minimum, 750 words maximum)

Section 3: Geography
In this section, please tell us about the location and landscape of your community.

14. Where in the Chesapeake Bay watershed your community is located?
· Delaware
· Maryland
· New York
· Pennsylvania
· Virginia
· West Virginia
· Washington, D.C.

15. Congressional District(s) [link to map]:

16. County (if applicable):

17. How would your community describe its landscape? (select the best that apply, multiple okay) 
· waterfront
· riverfront
· bayside
· mountains
· agricultural
· piedmont
· highlands
· forest
· other [fillable]

18. Does your community identify with a local, small watershed?

Section 4: Assets and Amenities Related to the Chesapeake Gateways Network
In this section, please tell us about the natural, recreational, historical, and cultural Chesapeake Gateways Places and Experiences within or adjacent to the community that are associated with authentic and iconic Chesapeake Bay watershed principal themes and provide public access to those places. For more information about the Chesapeake Gateways Network, please read the Chesapeake Gateways Network Framework.

19. List of Chesapeake Gateways Places to which your community is a gateway. 
Be sure to include all federal, state, local, and nongovernmental / nonprofit managed places

20. List of Chesapeake Gateways Experiences to which your community is a gateway. 

21. List of Public Water Access Sites in your community.

Section 5: Programming and Interpretation
In this section, please tell us how your community engages visitors through services, resources, activities, and events to introduce them to local and Chesapeake Gateways principal themes and foster exploring, learning about, and stewarding the Chesapeake Bay watershed.

22. Which principal theme(s) can visitors experience when visiting your community?

· The Living, Natural Chesapeake: A complex interaction of water, land, climate, geological formations, and topographical features creates a unique ecosystem that supports the Chesapeake’s remarkable biological diversity and abundance. 
· Peoples of the Chesapeake: From time immemorial, the natural environment of the Chesapeake and the people it attracted gave shape to distinctive cultural traditions.
· Settlement of the Chesapeake: The Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries have attracted settlement by humans throughout time, resulting in patterns that shape the region’s landscape and reflect the nation’s history.
· An Economic Resource: The rich, natural abundance of the Chesapeake has been a powerful incentive for commercial development, influencing the region’s economy, transportation, and productivity.
· Military and Naval Presence on the Chesapeake: Because of its vast waters and strategic location, the Chesapeake Bay has long played a critical role in the military and naval history of the United States.
· The Chesapeake as a Source of Recreation and Renewal: Abundant opportunities for a broad range of leisure-time activities, involving sport, education, culture, and stewardship, spring from the vast resources and beautiful landscapes of the Chesapeake Bay watershed.
· Environmental Stewardship and Viability: Since the 1980s, Americans have gathered to conserve and restore the natural resources of the Chesapeake Bay watershed. The critical economic and cultural ties between these resources and the public have driven these efforts. Traditional ecological knowledge, community-driven policies, and stewardship activities offer hope for the Chesapeake’s viability.

23. For each theme selected, please briefly describe how your community engages visitors with the theme(s). (Please limit responses to 250 words per theme selected)

Section 6: Visitor Services
In this section, please tell us how your community develops and provides an outstanding welcoming orientation for visitors to the Chesapeake. Communities should work with their local tourism organization to gather the requested information below. If you need assistance connecting with these organizations, please reach out to us and we will try to facilitate.

24. Please share general tourism related metrics to include number of visitors, economic impact, etc. 

25. Please share any relevant visitation statistics associated with culture, history, nature, and recreation tourism to your community.

26. Describe your community’s interest in maintaining or growing through responsible tourism.

27. What is the grounding orientation for visitors to your community? (visitor center, welcome kiosk, central plaza / public space)

28. Tell us how your community develops and provides an outstanding welcoming orientation for visitors to Chesapeake?

Section 7: Marketing and Communications
In this section, please tell us how your community utilizes multimedia tools and tactics to invite and orient residents and visitors to local Chesapeake Gateways Places and Experiences, related programming and interpretation, and visitor services associated with authentic and iconic Chesapeake Gateways principal themes.

29. Does your community have a visitor focused logo and tagline?
(If yes, please send to Chesapeake_info@nps.gov after completing this form)

30. Please share your community’s dedicated website for visitors, or a landing page for visitors on your community website. (please include the URL) 

31. Please share your community’s published calendar of events. (please include URL)

32. Tell us about publications or other promotional products (such as rack cards and brochures) your community has promoting visitation.

33. Please share your community’s marketing plan and budget. 

34. Is your community marketed as a gateway to the Chesapeake? If so, how and by whom?

35. How does the community drive visitation to Chesapeake Gateways Places and Experiences within and around your community?

Section 8: Commitment and Capacity
In this section, please tell us how your community embraces a commitment to linking nature-based and cultural tourism of Chesapeake Gateways Places and Experiences with economic initiatives for local resiliency and community sustainability, especially tied with sectors closely linked with Chesapeake heritage.

36. Describe the nominating organization’s relationship to the local Destination Marketing Organization (DMO / CVB / EDA) (if applicable) (100-250 words)

37. Is there a director of economic development? If so, please provide their information.

38. Does your community have a comprehensive plan? If so, please email to Chesapeake_info@nps.gov after completing this form.

39. Tell us about your community’s efforts to conserve natural resources, provide public access to outdoor spaces, and preserve Chesapeake cultural resources (including historic trades).
(Examples include local conservation easements, historic preservation zoning, workforce development programs focused on historic trades, public investment in access to outdoor spaces, etc.)

40. Describe your community’s nomination supporters and advocates including who will be responsible for maintaining the designation.
If you have any letters of support from relevant stakeholders, please list those organizations here; (Please send letters to Chesapeake_info@nps.gov.)


