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What Is A Junior Ranger? 

Explore, Learn, Protect 

As a Junior Ranger it is your responsibility to preserve and protect your parks, 
to care for your natural and cultural environments, and to share what you have 
learned about the parks with others. As a Junior Ranger you help protect our 
natural and cultural resources for the enjoyment of present and future genera 
tions. 

This is your Junior Ranger Activity Book. Complete as many activities as you 
can during your visit to the preserve. Show your training manual to a Park 
Ranger when you're done to earn your Junior Ranger Badge and certificate. If 
you need any help along the way be sure to ask a park ranger or an adult. 

To begin your training ask a ranger for the Little River Canyon Passport Stamp 
and place it here: 

.. 
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Where Are You From·? 

There are over 390 National Parks in the United States. The National Park 
System was created in 1916. These parks have been set aside for everyon~ to 
enjoy. Almost every state has at least one. Look at the map below. 

Put a star on the map to show where you're from. Ask an adult ifyol!'re not 
sure. 

How many NPS park sites are in your home state? ___ _ 

How many park sites have you visited in your home state or any other state? 

What Should You Bring? 

There are many great places to go hiking in Little River Canyon. The trails can 
be a lot of fun but they can also be dangerous if you're not prepared. 

Lets get ready to explore the park. 

Circle the items below that you should bring and cross out the ones you 
should leave at home. 

■ 
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People In The Preserve 

There are many jobs to be done to protect the preserve and the 
people who visit it. Below are a few pictures of the different types of 
people who work in the park. 

Draw a line to match the picture ofthe person with their comment. 

"I make sure people 
stay safe and follow 
the rules. 11 

"I keep things looking 
great. 11 

-· 

"I work behind the Resource Management 
scenes to keep things 
running smoothly." 

"I like to share stories 
and information about 
the preserve with the 
visitors." 

"I take care of the plants, 
animals, and all of the 
resources in the preserve" 

Administration 

Interpretation 

Law Enforcement 

Maintenance 

Junior Ranger Safety Scrambler 

A big part of a park ranger's job is to make sure the people can enjoy 
the park safely. Below are some scrambled safety tips. 

Unscramble the sentences and re-write them on the line below. 

(t 
alone. hike Never 

of lot's water. to bring Be sure 

signs posted Pay to in the attention preserve. 

I 
ask you a ranger. need help If 

I 

animals Don't touch. wild 

trails. stay on the Always marked 
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What is a Cultural or Natural Resource? 

National Parks exist to protect cultural and natural resources so they will be 
here for everyone to enjoy and learn about. 

A cultural resource is something that tells the story of the people that came 
before us. 
A natural resource can be plants, animals, water, or scenery. It is anything that 
is not made by humans. 

Look at the pictures below and read the description. Circle C if it's a cultural 
resource, or circle N if it's a natural resource. 

C N This is an arrowhead that C N This is Catesby's Trilium. 
was found in the area. It was used by This is a rare species that can be 
ancient people for hunting. found in the preserve. They bloom in 

late April. 

C N This is a Yellow Fringed 
Orchid. It's a rare plant. The flowers 
appear in late spring. 
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C N This is a picture of a house 
from 1910 . The house was located 
near Little River Falls. 

Everything Needs a Home 

People and animals share some of the same needs. Every animal needs a place to live. An 
animal's home is called its habitat .An animal's habitat includes food, water, and shelter. 

Draw a picture ofyour habitat. Then draw a picture ofyour favorite animal's habitat. In 
both pictures label food, shelter, and water. 

Your Habitat 

Animal's Habitat 
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Invaders! 

An exotic species is a type of plant or animal that is not native to an 
area. Some exotic species can be invasive by pushing out and taking 
the place of the native species. Park Rangers are always on the lookout 
for these species. 

Corbicula fluminea 
Asian Clam 

Albizia julibrissin 

Silk Tree 

Sus scrofa 
Wild Boar 

Ligustrum sinensis 
Chinese Privet 

Some exotic species have been accused of the following crimes: 
• Stealing the habitat from native species.

• Killing native species by spreading disease.
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Woods Walk 

Little River Canyon is home to many different kinds of trees. One 
of the ways you can tell one kind of tree from another is by looking 
at their leaves. 

See if you can find each of the leaves below. 

Maple 
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Little River Footprints 

While you visit Little River Canyon or any national park you should 
follow Leave No Trace. Leave No Trace means that when you visit the 
park you only leave behind footprints. Anything you bring with you 
needs to leave with you (or be put into a garbage can). Leave No Trace Gray Fox 
also means that you leave behind anything you find in the park. Be · 
careful not to damage any of the plants or animals that are living in the 
park. 

Animals leave footprints in Little River Canyon National Preserve too. 
Look at the pictures on the next page and see if you can figure out 
which animal made it. 

Mouse 

Look at the pictures on the next page. Draw a line from the foot print 
to the picture of the animal that made it. 

•coon 

White-tailed 
Deer 

Turkey 
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Wildlife Around You 

An observation is a statement made by using one of your five senses, 
sight, touch, smell, hearing, and taste. Find a spot you like somewhere 
in the preserve. Sit down quietly for a few minutes. Look, listen, smell, 
and touch your surroundings. 

Use your observations to answer the questions below. 

What did you see? 

What did you heat? 

What did you smell? 

What did you feel? 

♦ 

Pitcher Plant Maze 

The Green Pitcher Plant in an endangered species that lives in Little River 
Canyon National Preserve. An endangered species is one that is in danger of 
becoming extinct. 

The pitcher plant's favorite food is bugs! Inside the plant is a fluid that attracts 
insects. Once inside, tiny hairs trap the insects causing them to fall into the fluid. 
There they are digested, just like the food in our own stomachs. 

The fly thinks he's going to find food inside the pitcher plant. Help him through 
the maze to find the pitcher plant. 
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Where Does the Water Go? 

Water flows from high places to low places. Have you ever wondered 
how the water got up high in the first place? Where does the water go 
when it flows through the river? 

There are 3 main parts of the water cycle. Evaporation is the first step. 
This is the same thing that happens when you get out of the pool and 
the sun dries you on. The next step is condensation. The air cools and 
clouds form. You see this everytime you pour yourself a cold glass of 
water on a hot day. The outside of your cup gets wet because water is 
condensing on the cup. The last step is precipitation (rain). When the 
cloud gets too full the water falls back down to the ground. 

1. Evaporation 
2. Condensation 
3. Precipitation 

Look at the picture on the next page and put the number of the word 
that describes what is happening in each of the boxes. 

• 

D 
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1 

11 

2 

3 

• 4 

3 

2 

Mushroom Rock 

Here is a picture of Mushroom Rock. It's one of the best places in the 
park to try out rock climbing. Park rangers protect the preserve by 
making sure it stays looking beautiful. Draw on the picture below to 
see what it looks like when people draw on the rock. 

Each - year park maintenance spends lots of time and money to clean 
graffti off the rocks. Each time they clean the rock it remove~ a little 
bit of the rock. One day there will be nothing left of your rock if people 
keep writing on it. 

Crossword Puzzle 

Down 

1. An animal's home is called it's 

2. ___ No Trace means that 
you leave only footprints behind. 

3. The _ _ __ Cycle has 3 
parts, evaporation, condensation, 
and precipitation. 

Across 
1. There are over 390 ___ 

Parks in America. 
2. Preserved remains of a plant or 

animal from the distant past. 
3. An animal or plant that is in 

danger of becoming extinct. 
4. Green Plant is an 

endangered species of plant that 
eats bugs. 
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Little River Fossils 

A fossil is the preserved remains of a plant or animal from th€ dis 
tant past. The plant or animal is buried and after a long time turns to 
stone. Below are some pictures of real fossils that were found in Little 
River Canyon. 

Look at each picture and write down what kind of plant or animal 
you think it is. 

19 

Plants of Little River Canyon 

Little River Canyon is home to rare and endangered species of plants. 
As you explore the preserve try to find the plants shown below. 

See if you can find any of the plants below. Check off the ones you can 
find. 

Button Bush 
(summer) 

Wild Ginger 
(all year) 

Little River Onions 
(spring) 

I 

Goldenrod 
(fall) 

.. 

Fire Pink 
(spring) 

,P' 

Mountain Laurel 
(spring) 20 



Wildlife Scavenger Hunt 

Wildlife is everywhere. People often think of wildlife only as large animals like 
bears and deer. Wildlife includes all animals: spiders, insects, reptiles, worms, 
even animals you can only see with a microscope. 

Look around the park and see if you can find the things on the list below. If 
you need help ask an adult or a park ranger. Make sure not to disturb·or destroy 
any plants or animals. Remember your Leave No Trace practices. 

Find an example of the things listed below. Write down a few words describing 
what you found. 

1. Humans and wildlife share environments. 

2. Wildlife is all around us even if we don't see or hear it. 

3. Wildlife comes in all sizes. 

4. Animals get ar~und in ways other than walking. 

Bonus: Wildlife is everywhere. 
See if you can find an example of 
wildlife where you live. .. 

National Park Service Emblem 

The Emblem of the National Park 
Service is displayed at every national 
park in America. It was designed by 
Aubrey Neasham in 1951. 
The shape of the emblem is an 
arrowhead which represents cultural 
resources. The Sequoia tree stands 
for all vegetation. The mountain 
represents natural landforms. The lake 
stands for clean water. The buffalo 
represents wild animals. 

In the box design your own Little
•

River Canyon National Preserve 
Emblem. The emblem should 
include your favorite parts of the 
preserve. 
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Your adventure doesn't have to end here. Ask your parents if you can go to 
www.nps.gov/webrangers to keep the adventure going. 

This book was created by Tara Callagy with artwork by Brenton Bellomy and Kristy Allen. 

www.nps.gov/webrangers
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