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Award Winning Director to Show and Discuss Short Film “Underground” at the 
Old State Capitol State Historic Site and Lincoln Home National Historic Site  
 

SPRINGFIELD, IL: Lincoln Home National Historic Site and the Old State Capitol State Historic Site are 

sponsoring presentations by Akil DuPont, award winning director for his short film “Underground” as part of Black 

History Month programming. Mr. DuPont will be meeting with the Springfield Public Schools Student Film Club on 

Friday, February 24, at 7:00 p.m. at the Old State Capitol State Historic Site’s Founders Hall to present and discuss 

“Underground” as well as talk with the students about film making. Mr. DuPont will then present and discuss 

“Underground” at the Lincoln Home National Historic Site Visitor Center, 426 S. Seventh Street, on Saturday, 

February 25, at 2:00 p.m. 

 

Award winning Director Akil DuPont was born and raised in Tallahassee, Florida. Mr. DuPont earned a Bachelor’s 

Degree in Economics from Florida A&M University and a Masters in Fine Arts in Film Production from Florida 

State University, one of the top Film Schools in the nation. As part of his work at Florida State University, Mr. 

DuPont directed, co-wrote, and served as the Musical Director for “Underground”, which won 15 awards in 17 

festivals, including two Student EMMY awards, 8 international film festival awards and an Award from the Beijing 

Film Academy's ISFVF Festival in China. “Underground” features musical performances by the Florida A&M 

University Gospel Choir and scoring by Mr. Andre Forbes. 

 

A slave story told through song, “Underground” follows Bali, a field slave who plans to escape from his oppressive 

plantation life after learning that his master is going to sell his young daughter, Emala. Discovering instructions 

hidden within the lyrics of the Negro Spirituals, Bali finally decides to flee with Emala. A house slave, Dembi, is 

forced along their perilous journey after trying to convince them that their path is too dangerous. Dembi believes 

that they will surely be killed if they follow the path of the Underground Railroad. As we join them on their run to 

freedom, their songs and lyrics carry us along in hopes that the master will never find them and drag them back to a 

life of servitude. 
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Anyone wishing to obtain more information regarding Akil DuPont and “Underground” is welcome to contact 

Lincoln Home National Historic Site at 217-391-3241 or the Old State Capitol State Historic Site at 217-785-7960. 
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About the National Park Service. More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America’s 397 national 

parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create close-to-home recreational 

opportunities. Learn more at www.nps.gov.  
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