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Frontier “Blab” School to be Held at Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial

“The aggregate of all his schooling did not amount to one year.” So wrote Abraham Lincoln on the subject of his education. It was an education acquired, as he put it, “by littles.”  Opportunities for attending school were scarce on the frontier of the early 19th century, since few people were literate enough to teach.  Education was, however, something that Thomas and Nancy Hanks Lincoln wanted for their children, so when it was possible to do so, they sent Abraham and Sarah to attend whatever school was available.  As a result, Abraham studied under five different schoolmasters during his childhood in Kentucky and Indiana.  Each of these sessions lasted approximately two months and spelling, reading, writing, and ciphering to the Rule of Three were taught.

On Monday, July 9, 2012, visitors to the Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial will have an opportunity to attend and participate in one of these “blab” schools.  The special program will begin at 2:00pm Central Time and will take place at the Lincoln Living Historical Farm.  “Students” will work on lessons like those done by a young Abraham Lincoln in an outdoor classroom led by a frontier schoolmaster.  The activity is one of several taking place at the park in observance of the 50th anniversary of its designation as a unit of the National Park System.  

Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial is located off of Indiana Highway 162 in Lincoln City, Indiana.  Admission to the park, which includes the Lincoln Living Historical Farm, is $3.00 per person, age 17 and older, with a maximum charge of $5.00 per family.  The receipt for admission is good for a period of seven days from the date of purchase.  There is no charge for visitors who present an Interagency Pass, a Senior Pass, an Access Pass, or an Annual Lincoln Boyhood Park Pass.  The passports may be purchased at the park. For more information, please call the park at 812-937-4541.
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