
June 22, 2005
In Reply Refer to: LIBI/4217
Dear Friends of Little Bighorn Battlefield National Monument:

At Little Bighorn Battlefield National Monument, Big Horn County, Montana, the National Park Service in cooperation with Federal Highways Administration/Eastern Federal Highway Lands Division proposes to rehabilitate pavement and shoulder conditions of the Tour Road; provide a uniform and greater width to the Tour Road; and improve traffic flow and capacity at the visitor center and Reno-Benteen parking areas. Enclosed is an environmental assessment / assessment of effect (EA) that details the National Park Service proposal. The EA is available for public review and comment and may also be found at the monument headquarters, Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.; and on the monument’s web site at www.nps.gov/libi.
Three alternatives are described and their environmental consequences assessed. Alternative A is the no action alternative. Alternative B: Road Widening 24’ Width is the National Park Service’s preferred alternative. Alternative C: Road Widening 22’ Width was also evaluated and is presented in the EA. Impairment of monument resources or values have been considered and are disclosed in the EA. There would be no impairment of monument resources or values should the preferred alternative be selected and implemented.

We welcome your input on the project and our intended efforts to avoid adverse effects on monument resources. The public comment period closes 30 calendar days after the date at the top of this letter. If you wish to comment on the EA, you may mail comments to me at the address below or e-mail your comments to my staff at david_hayes@nps.gov. Our practice is to make comments, including names and home addresses of respondents, available for public review during regular business hours. Individual respondents may request that we withhold their home address from the record, which we will honor to the extent allowable by law. There also may be circumstances in which we would withhold from the record a respondent’s identity, as allowable by law. If you wish us to withhold your name and/or address, you must state this prominently at the beginning of your comment. We will make all submissions from organizations or businesses, and from individuals identifying themselves as representatives or officials of organizations or businesses, available for public inspection in their entirety. Please address your comments to:

Darrell Cook

Superintendent

Little Bighorn Battlefield National Monument

PO Box 39

Crow Agency, Montana 59022-0039  

