
     

LEWI Incidental Elk Observation form    Version 12.12.2008       Thank you very much for your help and interest.  

Lewis and Clark National Historic Park     Incidental Elk Observation form  

If you can, please enter your elk observations at: (this web site is not yet available) 

Date (mm/dd/yyyy):___/___/_______   Time:____________ AM or PM   (circle one)  

Members of the General Public: please check this box         and circle any of the self-descriptions below that apply: 

   Park visitor      Teacher       Scientist  Resident  Hunter  Hiker                        Neighbor       

 NPS employee: check this box.          Only if you are an NPS employee, write your name. _______________________    
    
Where were you when you saw the elk? Please complete A, B, or C 

A. You can point and click on your location on a map if you enter this observation at (this web site is not yet available)  
 
B. Please write a description of where you were, if you are not sure of the coordinates:  

 

C. If you know UTM coordinates, please write them below    OR    If you know Longitude and Latitude coordinates, please write them below   

East UTM coordinate          4 ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ meters   Longitude   W  12 ___ degrees  ___  ___ . ___  ___  ___ minutes        

North UTM coordinate 5 ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ meters   Latitude       N    4  ___ degrees  ___  ___ . ___  ___  ___ minutes        

If you know the source of those coordinates, please circle one:   GPS      Map 

This space is for park staff 
Entered by______date____ 
Verified by______date____ 
Updated by______date____ 

Please write the total number of elk you saw.  If you have additional information, you may also enter it in the other boxes 
 A complete set of directions for filling in the other boxes on this form are on the back of this page.   
Total 
Number 
of  Elk in 
the group 

Number of 
Bulls with 
branched 
antlers 

Number of 
antlered bulls 
with no 
branching 
(Spikes) 

Number 
of Adults 
without 
antlers 

Number 
of 
Calves 

Direction from you to the elk 
□ North          □ Northeast 
□ East             □ Southeast  
□ South          □ Southwest 
□ West           □ Northwest 
□ Not Sure 
 

Distance from 
you to the elk  
□ 0-99 feet          
□ 100-199 feet 
□ 200-500 feet        
□ Over 500 feet 

Habitat type 
□ CON   □ DEC 
□ MIX    □ WET     
□ RIP     □ MEAD  
□ SHR   □ DUN   
□ MOL   □ Other 
________________  

Any other comments you have: 

    Thank you very much for your interest and contribution to elk monitoring in and near Lewis and Clark N.H.P. 



     

u very much for your help and interest.  LEWI Incidental Elk Observation form    Version 12.12.2008       Thank yo
Please use the “Any other comments you have” space to write any more information about the elk group.  

To protect elk, the park will not make any observations available to the public for at least 3 months.   
Directions for completing the Lewis and Clark National Historic Park Elk Observation Form 
Lewis and Clark National Historic Park has a mission to conserve elk and other wildlife. For that reason, the park’s Resource Management staff will 
not share any elk observations that are entered here with the public or with other park staff, until at least three months have passed.  

Please use a separate form for each elk group seen. The observation form is not intended for observations of hoofprints, shed antlers, or fecal pellets. 

If it is at all possible, please submit your elk observations on-line, at (this web site is not yet available) 
If you can not use the web site, please mail this form to: Resource Management, Lewis & Clark N.H.P., 92343 Fort Clatsop Rd., Astoria, OR 97103.   
Please DO NOT mail forms with observations that have already been entered on-line. 

Please write the date and time you saw the elk. Be sure to circle AM or PM for the time. 
If you are a member of the general public, please check that box and circle any descriptions of yourself that apply. The Privacy Act of 1974 prevents federal 
agencies from collecting information from the public such as name, mailing address, or email address. Park service employees do not have these protections, 
unless the observation was made outside of work. If you are an NPS employee, check that box and write your name.  

Please write where you were when you saw the elk. You can write this in any one of three ways, A, B, or C.  
A: If you are entering this observation on line, you will see a map of the area near Lewis and Clark N.H.P. – you can zoom in or out, and can move the map until 
you have a good view of the place where you were. Then when you click on the point where you were, the coordinates form that place will be recorded.  
B: If you are not sure of the coordinates of where you were, please write a description of that place. 
C: If you have the UTM coordinates, or if know the Longitude (West) and Latitude (North) of where you were, you can enter those. Please indicate whether you 
got those coordinates from a GPS unit, or from a map. 

 Please write the Total number of elk in the group. Write the maximum number of elk in this group that you did see at any one time. 
You do not need to fill in any of the following information, but if you do have this information, please record it on the form.  
Number of Bulls with branched antlers   This is the number of bulls with more than just ‘spike’ antler; branched antlers fork at least once.  
Number of antlered bulls with no branching (Spikes)   This is the number of bulls whose antlers do not branch at all.  
Number of Adults without antlers  Adults without antlers could include adult cows, or adult bulls that do not have visible antlers.  
Number of Calves This is the number of animals that are visibly smaller than the adults; they are the young-of the year, and have no antlers. 
Direction from you to the elk Check the box that best describes what direction you were facing when you saw the elk.  
Distance from you to the elk Check the box that best describes how far away the elk were from you.  
Habitat type  Check the box describing the habitat where the elk were. The abbreviations for the habitat types are listed below 
CON = Coniferous; this is forest where more than ¾ of the trees are evergreen trees such as cedar, spruce, fir, pine, or douglas-fir.  
DEC = Deciduous; this is forest where more than ¾ of the trees are broadleaves, such as alder, maple, or oak. 
MIX = Mixed Forest; this is forest where evergreen and broadleaf trees both make up between ¼ to ¾ of all the trees present 
WET = Wetland, with standing water or marshy ground and/ or grassy habitat near a water source, with tall grassy plants such as cattails, reeds, rushes, or sedges. 
RIP = Riparian forest; this is habitat with trees, near flowing water, especially where broadleaf trees like alders, maples, and cottonwoods are common. 
MEAD = Meadow and pasture; these are natural meadows, hayfields, open fields, and grazed grassy fields.       
SHR = Shrub; this habitat does not have any trees, or very few, and shrubs are the most common tall plant.  
DUN = Dune; this is coastal dune habitat, including sand dune, dune grasses, dune shrubs, and dune savannah with scattered trees.  
MOL = Mowed Lawn; this is grassy lawn, such as near houses.              Other = Other; if you choose this, please use the space to describe the habitat.  
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