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An Introduction to the  
Partner Support Program 
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Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail 
Post Bicentennial 

  

 2007-The bicentennial 
commemoration of the Corps 
of Discovery Expedition was 
concluding.  

 

 2007-Challenge Cost Share 
funding was reduced and 
grant amounts drastically 
decreased.   
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Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail 
Post Bicentennial 

 2007-Core Operation Analysis 
completed.  This analysis  resulted 
in a new direction for trail staff 
that focuses on providing 
assistance to partners aligned with 
our mission.  

 

 2010 -Challenge Cost Share 
Program unfunded. The Lewis and 
Clark NHT forms the Partner 
Support Program (PSP) to  provide 
technical assistance to partners 
capitalizing on the expertise of the 
staff and to assist partners in  
meeting their needs. 

 

 

 

2010 2009 



What is the Partner Support Program? 
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PSP assists partners with 
projects and  programs along the 
Trail. 

 

 We offer the expertise of a 
multidisciplinary work team, 
including the disciplines of 
outdoor recreation, geography, 
environmental protection, 
natural and cultural resources, 
volunteer management, 
education and interpretation.  
 
This program utilizes Trail staff 
as an integral part of a project 
team.  

     

  



What Support Does PSP Provide? 
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PSP provides a broad spectrum of support to partners  

which includes but is not limited to: 

 

 Technical  assistance 

 Consultation 

 Project and program development 

 Facilitation and training 

 Funding (with substantial involvement on projects and 
programs) 

 Partnership network development 

   



Examples: 
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Project or Program 
examples: 

Grant assistance Cooperative agreement with 
substantial involvement 

Visitor Center would like a 
Lewis and Clark 
interpretive panel 
installed on site 

NPS would provide 
funding for the project 
and monitor progress. 
Awardee is responsible 
for completion of work.  

PSP staff would be involved in 
the development of the 
interpretive panel and may 
provide funding for the 
panel. 

A non-profit would like to 
develop a Native 
American school 
curriculum 

NPS would provide 
funding for the project 
and monitor progress. 
Awardee is responsible 
for completion of work.  
 

PSP staff would be involved in 
the development of the 
curriculum, serve on  a 
committee as an equal and 
may provide funding for the 
curriculum. 

A group of local 
governments would like to 
start a water trail. 

NPS would provide 
funding for the project 
and monitor progress. 
Awardee is responsible 
for completion of work.  
 

PSP staff would be involved in 
the development and design 
of the water trail, serve on a 
committee as an equal 
member and may provide 
funding. 



Benefits of the Partner Support Program 
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Through PSP, trail staff and partners will 
work together to protect resources, 
communicate the stories, and enhance the 
visitor experience; leaving a legacy for 
future generations. 

 

 



Frequently Asked Questions 
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   Does PSP offer grants?  

     

 

     No, PSP does not offer grants.  
 
Any funding we award comes hand and hand with our 
expertise. We become partners in your project.  

 

 Funding is based on availability and is awarded on a 
competitive basis.  

  

 



Frequently Asked Questions 
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     What is the difference between a grant and a 
cooperative agreement? 
 

 

    A grant is awarded to achieve a specific goal. Funds 
awarded for a grant cannot deviate from the original 
purpose. Cooperative agreements allow for more 
flexibility and require substantial involvement of the PSP 
team. PSP will work collaboratively with awardees to 
ensure successful completion of the project.  



Frequently Asked Questions 
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   I would like some technical assistance from PSP, but my 

request might only take a week of PSP assistance.  Do I 
still need to fill out this application form?  

 

 No, Technical Assistance requests that will not exceed 
two weeks of staff time can be requested without an 
application; there are no funds associated with these 
requests. We strongly encourage all requests for 
assistance to contact members of the PSP team to discuss 
your needs.   

 

 



Frequently Asked Questions 
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   Who does the Partner Support Program consider a 

partner?  

     

     The National Park Service and the Lewis and Clark NHT 
values all of the diverse partners along the trail.  The 
Partner Support Program defines partners as any entity 
that works to achieve the mission of the Trail.  

      

     While  PSP desires to nurture and enhance existing 
partnerships, we welcome the development of new 
partnerships and encourage new partners to seek PSP 
assistance. 



Frequently Asked Questions 
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     Our nonprofit has an idea for a program. How do we 
know it would be something that is eligible for the PSP 
program?  
 

 
The best way to determine if a project or program would 
be eligible is to ask if it is in agreement with our mission:   

 
Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail will work in 
partnership to protect the Trail for the enjoyment, 
education, and inspiration of all people.  
 

 



Frequently Asked Questions 
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     Our group has a great idea for a project that would tie 
in well with the Lewis and Clark NHT mission, how do I 
apply  to the PSP program? 

 

     You will need to submit an application for assistance 
during an open call. Currently, applications are available 
at: www.nps.gov/lecl/parkmgmt/pspapplication.htm 

 

      

 How do we get started on working with the PSP or 
learn more about the PSP?   

  Please contact the PSP team via email or by phone:  
LECL_PartnerSupport@nps.gov  or (402)661-1820 
 
 

http://www.nps.gov/lecl/parkmgmt/pspapplication.htm
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How to apply for assistance through 
the Partner Support Program 



PSP Assistance Eligibility 
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All non-profit organizations, education institutions and local, state and 
tribal governments 
 

Entity must need and accept substantial technical assistance 
 

Projects will be considered regardless of geographic location, but must 
demonstrate a clear connection to the Lewis and Clark National Historic 
Trail. 
 
There is no limit on the number of Applications for Technical Assistance submitted, but 
when funding is available, entities will be limited to a total of $20,000 in funding for all 
projects.  Products developed with federal funds are public domain. These products cannot 
be sold for profit. 



PSP Application Guidance 
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Application Period 

Applications will be accepted beginning February 22, 2011 
through March 25, 2011  

Awards 
Applicants will be notified of application status within 60 
days of closing date.  

Period of Award 
Expenditures that are intended for reimbursement cannot begin 
until federal funds become available. Trail funded components 
of the project must be completed by September 30, 2012. 
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Awards with Funding- Funds are subject to availability at time 
of award selection 
 
• Funding will be provided funding on a reimbursable basis 

and paid by electronic funds transfer.  
• A match is not required 
• None of these outlays may come from federal sources. 

Awards without Funding 
• Partners will receive up to two years of PSP expertise. PSP staff 

involvement will be determined collaboratively with awardee 
and outlined in an informal agreement.  

• Awardee will be assigned a single point-of-contact who will 
facilitate this process. 

PSP Application Guidance 
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Application for Assistance 
 
Available in 3 formats 
• Microsoft Word 2003 
• Microsoft Word 2007-10 
• Adobe PDF 

Must include the following 
if funding is requested: 
• SF424 
• SF424a 
• SFLLL 
• D-U-N-S number 
• CCR registration 

//InpMwro_LECLApp/LECLGroup/CMS/Management/Our Partners/Partner Support Program/Application for Assistance/PSP Application Toolbox/SF424_2_1-V2.1[1].pdf
//InpMwro_LECLApp/LECLGroup/CMS/Management/Our Partners/Partner Support Program/Application for Assistance/PSP Application Toolbox/SF424A-V1.0[1].pdf
//InpMwro_LECLApp/LECLGroup/CMS/Management/Our Partners/Partner Support Program/Application for Assistance/PSP Application Toolbox/sflllin[1].pdf
http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform
http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform
http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform
http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform
http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform
http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform
http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform
https://www.bpn.gov/ccr/default.aspx
//InpMwro_LECLApp/LECLGroup/CMS/Management/Our Partners/Partner Support Program/Application for Assistance/PSP Application Toolbox/Applications/LECL_ATA_MS03_version.doc
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Rating Criteria 
 

• Goals and 
Objectives  

• Budget Estimate 
• Demonstrated 

Need and Impact 
• Benefits to 

public, Trail, 
partner 

• Roles of 
partners, PSP 

• Ability to 
complete and 
sustain 
 

//InpMwro_LECLApp/LECLGroup/CMS/Management/Our Partners/Partner Support Program/Application for Assistance/PSP Application Toolbox/Applications/LECL_ATA_MS03_version.doc


Forms Necessary if Requesting Funds 
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SF (Standard Form) 424 

Three Pages 
Approximately 20-minutes to complete 
Gold Boxes mandatory to answer 
 

Page One Must Have: 
• Tax ID or EIN 

 
• D-U-N-S number  

 
• Name and Address must match CCR 

registration 
 

• Contact person who can answer 
questions regarding project 

 

  
See Instructions 

//InpMwro_LECLApp/LECLGroup/CMS/Management/Our Partners/Partner Support Program/Application for Assistance/PSP Application Toolbox/SF424_2_1-V2.1[1].pdf
http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform
http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform
http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform
http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform
http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform
http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform
http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform
//InpMwro_LECLApp/LECLGroup/CMS/Management/Our Partners/Partner Support Program/Application for Assistance/PSP Application Toolbox/SF424Instructions[1].pdf
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SF (Standard Form) 424 

Page Two Must Have: 
 
• Applicant Type 
     A. State government 
     B. County government 
     C. City or Township government 
     ETC.   
 
• Agency Name: National Park Service 

 
• CFDA# is: 15.935 

 
• Funding Opportunity # is: DOI-NPS-

LECL-A6490110700 
 

• Title of your project and description 
 

 

  See Instructions 

//InpMwro_LECLApp/LECLGroup/CMS/Management/Our Partners/Partner Support Program/Application for Assistance/PSP Application Toolbox/SF424_2_1-V2.1[1].pdf
//InpMwro_LECLApp/LECLGroup/CMS/Management/Our Partners/Partner Support Program/Application for Assistance/PSP Application Toolbox/SF424Instructions[1].pdf
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SF (Standard Form) 424 

Page Three Must Have: 
• Congressional District of Applicant and 

those affected by program 
 

• Project start and end dates 
 
• Estimated budget from varying sources; 

include ‘in-kind’ 
 

• Is project subject to section 106 
compliance and needs review by a State 
Historic Preservation Office? 
 

• Federal Debt Delinquent? Loans, taxes, 
etc. Explanation needed. 
 

• Certify to Statements and Authorized 
Representative to sign. Permission to be 
authorized on file in applicant’s office. 

  

http://www.nationalatlas.gov/printable/congress.html
http://www.achp.gov/106summary.html
//InpMwro_LECLApp/LECLGroup/CMS/Management/Our Partners/Partner Support Program/Application for Assistance/PSP Application Toolbox/SF424_2_1-V2.1[1].pdf
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SF 424A sec. A. Budget Summary 

Three Pages to 
Supplement SF424 
 
Page One Must: 
• Indicate how funding 

will be allocated per 
program activity 

• CFDA#: 15.935 
• Estimated funds from 

federal and non-
federal sources 

• Do not fill out columns 
(c ) and (d) 

See Instructions 

//InpMwro_LECLApp/LECLGroup/CMS/Management/Our Partners/Partner Support Program/Application for Assistance/PSP Application Toolbox/SF424A-V1.0[1].pdf
//InpMwro_LECLApp/LECLGroup/Partner Support Program/Technical Assistance CALL/webinar/DraftInstructionsSF424 A_DOL[1].pdf
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SF 424A sec B. Budget Categories 

Three Pages to 
Supplement SF424 
 
Page Two Must: 
• Shows allocation of 

funds per activity or 
function and within 
each category for that 
activity or function 

• Totals should match 
totals from sec. A 
Budget Summary 

 

See Instructions 

//InpMwro_LECLApp/LECLGroup/Partner Support Program/Technical Assistance CALL/webinar/DraftInstructionsSF424 A_DOL[1].pdf
//InpMwro_LECLApp/LECLGroup/CMS/Management/Our Partners/Partner Support Program/Application for Assistance/PSP Application Toolbox/SF424A-V1.0[1].pdf
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SF 424A Budget sec. C, D, E, F 

Three Pages to 
Supplement SF424 
 
Page Three Must: 
• Indicate funds that 

come from non-
federal sources 

• Anticipate 
expenditure 
schedule 

• Indicate funds from 
other federal 
sources (can NOT be 
reimbursed for 
these 
 
 

See Instructions 

//InpMwro_LECLApp/LECLGroup/Partner Support Program/Technical Assistance CALL/webinar/DraftInstructionsSF424 A_DOL[1].pdf
//InpMwro_LECLApp/LECLGroup/CMS/Management/Our Partners/Partner Support Program/Application for Assistance/PSP Application Toolbox/SF424A-V1.0[1].pdf
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SF LLL Disclosure of Lobbying Activities 

One Page Fully Completed 
 
• Type of Action: Cooperative Agreement 
• Status of Action: Application 
• Report Type: a. initial filing 
• Contact information for ‘Prime’ primary 

organization applying for funds 
• Congressional District of applicant 
• Department/Agency: Department of the 

Interior/National Park Service 
• Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail 

Opportunity for Assistance 
• CFDA#: 15.935 
• Funding Opportunity # is: DOI-NPS-LECL-

A6490110700 
• Award amount not known 
• Same as #4; add anyone performing 

services as well 
• Authorized Official to certify with signature 

See instructions 

//InpMwro_LECLApp/LECLGroup/CMS/Management/Our Partners/Partner Support Program/Application for Assistance/PSP Application Toolbox/sflllin[1].pdf
//InpMwro_LECLApp/LECLGroup/CMS/Management/Our Partners/Partner Support Program/Application for Assistance/PSP Application Toolbox/SFLLL_Instructions[1].pdf
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Special Considerations 
 
As determined by the nature of the proposed project or 
program, the applicant agrees to consult with or include Tribal 
interests as appropriate. 
 
The applicant agrees to engage in environmentally responsible 
practices where possible and practical. This includes use of 
items made with recovered materials that will help conserve 
energy, water, and other material resources. 

PSP guidelines  



PSP Application questions????? 

 For additional information about this program and the 
application process, please contact the Partner Support 
Program (PSP) by email at LECL_PartnerSupport@nps.gov 
or by calling 402-661-1820. 
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