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TYPES OF SEASONAL EMPLOYMENT POSITIONS  
 

 

Seasonal jobs can be difficult to get. At many National Park Service sites the number of applicants far 
exceeds the amount of positions available every year. Other lesser known sites see few applicants. So 
the fear of competition shouldn’t dissuade you from applying! Most appointments are from June 
through August with the application/job announcement process beginning as early as the previous 
December. See USAJOBS for current vacancies (http://www.usajobs.opm.gov). 
 
 
Park Guide - Provides guided tours, gives formal talks on natural and historic features, answers questions, 
and provides miscellaneous services to visitors.  
 
Visitor Use Assistant - Collects and accounts for fees and provides miscellaneous services and information 
to visitors.  

 
Trail Laborer - Performs manual outdoor work on trails and for forestry programs; other park maintenance 
activities, such as cleaning campgrounds; and similar work in which physical labor must be performed. 
 
Maintenance Worker - Performs skilled and semi-skilled trades work: carpenter, mechanic, sawyer 
(woodworker), trail maintenance worker, motor vehicle operation, & painting. May assist in plumbing, 
electrical and other similar work.  
  
Forestry Aid/Technician - Assists in fire control, prevention, and suppression work on park lands. 
 
Park Ranger (Interpretation) - Duties vary greatly from position to position and may include providing 
visitor services; interpreting a park's natural, historic, or archeological features through talks, guided walks, 
and demonstrations; working at an information desk; planning and implementing resource management 
programs, including fire control; performing search-and-rescue activities; collecting fees; and firefighting. 
 
Biological Science Aid/Technician - Assists researchers and management staff in collecting and analyzing 
data on flora and fauna in parks.  
 
Office Clerk - Performs duties of receptionist, administrative clerk, clerk-typist, and data entry. 
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