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Reading Fire Information Update
Lassen Volcanic National Park and
Lassen National Forest
August 18, 2012 6:00 am

877-384-7026     
 InciWeb: http://www.inciweb.org/incident/3112

Current Situation: A Community Meeting will be held tonight, August 18, at 6:00 p.m. at the Old Station Volunteer Fire Department.

Containment lines on the north and west side of the fire are complete. Emphasis today is on the south and east sides of the fire. Crews hiked in to the east side to take advantage of very early morning weather conditions and reduced fire activity to make progress controlling the fire.  In addition, helicopters are being used on the south and east sides to extinguish hot spots and support crews on the ground.
Air tankers were used to drop retardant on the eastern edge of the fire yesterday. This part of the fire contains spotty fuels, patches of timber, grass and brush. The use of retardant in this area will hasten the control of this fire and shorten the duration of firefighters exposure to smoke and physical injuries. Yesterday the airtankers dropped fugitive retardant. This type of retardant is effective in slowing the progress of the fire, but within several days is no longer visible on the ground. Retardant is just one of the many tools used by firefighters in containing this fire.
Smoke from other fires that are burning in northern California will also be present in the area.  Due to smoke and firefighting equipment, driving in the area of the fire will be challenging today and over the weekend. Please be cautious when driving, watch for other vehicles, and drive slowly when visibility is low.  Snag removal will continue today on the Lassen Volcanic National Park Highway.
The Lassen National Forest and Lassen Volcanic National Park are working together and providing a coordinated response to the fire.  Smoke will continue to pose health concerns for the public.  Residents are encouraged to visit the “Protect Yourself from Smoke” website for smoke protection information at http://www.cdc.gov/Features/Wildfires/. Local air quality conditions and forecasts are available at http://airnow.gov/index.cfm?action=airnow.main.
Closures – Lassen Volcanic National Park
Campgrounds:
· Butte Lake

· Crags 

· Lost Creek

· Summit Lake North

· Summit Lake South

Roads:

Visitors wanting to access Lassen National Volcanic Park from the north, can drive the Lassen Volcanic National Park Highway from the north entrance to Manzanita Lake.  Visitors wanting to access the park from the south entrance, the road is open to Summit Lake. Visitors are encouraged to call ahead for current information.  Many of the park’s most popular trails remain open.
For additional information, please visit:
· Lassen National Forest website:
www.fs.usda.gov/alerts/lassen/alerts-notices
· InciWeb:


www.inciweb.org/incident/3112/
· Lassen Volcanic National Park:
www.nps.gov/lavo/index.htm or on Twitter@LassenNPS

Location: 14 miles south of Old Station, CA.                                  

Command: Interagency Incident Management Team 3 (Pincha-Tulley)    

Start Date: July 23, 2012 
Cause: Lightning

Acres: 27,777    NPS acres = 17,000  USFS acres = 10,698  Privately Owned Land 79  

Percent Containment:  32%
 

Estimated Containment: August 21, 2012 

Resources: Hand Crews: 19    Engines: 77
  Helicopters: 3
Injuries: 1  Structures Damaged: 0  Estimated Cost-to-Date: $11,465,313  Total personnel assigned to the incident: 933
