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 The River Mile 
2011-2012 
Fall Newsletter
Welcome to The River Mile’s 4th year!

This year our goal is to establish and maintain communications between educators, students, scientists, resource managers and other partners through a variety of networking tools.  Participants will have the opportunity to stay in touch through ArcGIS On-line, Facebook, Lake Roosevelt National Recreation Area’s recently revamped website, electronic newsletters, webinars and conference calls throughout year. 

New participation requirements have been added this year.  All groups are expected to begin sharing their site and discoveries through two on-line tools: ArcGIS On-Line and the on-line database for NatureMapping. All active groups desiring financial support to participate in “The River Mile” this year must create and maintain their site’s ArcGIS On-line page  and submit plant, animal and water data to the NatureMapping database.  
Two new student programs are available this year: “Site Mapping” and “Water Connections.”  “Site Mapping” is a joint effort between the park and teachers.  Groups will map different aspects of their site using GPS and develop maps with GIS.  These maps can be used in conjunction with ArcGIS On-Line.  “Water Connections” explores the human, land, water interaction and effects on water quality.  Students will take coliform samples to determine the potential for pollution at their site and create vegetation maps of the shoreline.

ArcGIS On-Line

Groups will determine what and how many different habitats their site has, take photographs of them, record latitude and longitude for each of those locations, and use ArcGIS On-Line to link with existing school websites to show off their river mile to others.  Participants will receive initial training at the September 14, 2011 meeting.  Later in the fall participants will learn how to work with ArcGIS On-line to develop and maintain their site’s profile.

NatureMapping On-line
Groups will begin recording inventory data using the on-line NatureMapping database and experiment with making maps of their site.  This is pretty easy. Training will occur at the September 14, 2011 meeting.
Site Visits
During the 2011-12 school year you may need to use your site visits for multiple purposes.  Each site must have an up to date ArcGIS On-line webpage. So you may need to gather information, take digital photographs or obtain other readings to use on your webpage in addition to participation in a ranger-conducted program or one of your own site visits.  

Once you have begun conducting your own site visits don’t forget that you need to continually add to your plant and animal database for the site.  The database is only as good as the data placed in it.  Just because a plant or animal was using your site last year doesn’t mean it is still using your site.  These need to be verified.  Changes like this are indicators of change at your site and may need to be further investigated.

Reservations and Permits

If your site is within Lake Roosevelt National Recreation Area you must make a reservation for visiting your site whether you have a ranger conducted program or you lead the program yourself.   If you would like to develop a field investigation it requires special research permits.  Park staff will help you with these permits.  All research conducted on federal property must have research permits.  
Every agency has different requirements, so be sure to check with your site’s managing agency. If you are participating in a program created by and conducted by National Park Service staff at Lake Roosevelt National Recreation Area you will not need to do the paperwork, this has been done for you.  
Equipment
Equipment loans are available to schools within the Lake Roosevelt area.  A variety of equipment is available.  A complete list is available upon request. YSI-556 water meters can be checked out to those Lake Roosevelt teachers that are certified.  If you need certification, please contact the park’s education specialist for information on the certification process.

Scholarships

Lake Roosevelt National Recreation Area is able to provide schools enrolled in The River Mile with a limited amount of scholarship funds for participation in The River Mile during the 2011-12 school year thanks to a National Park Service Youth Partnership Program Grant. Funds are available for travel related expenses, substitute teachers and transportation of students by school provided school bus to participate in The River Mile programs. Each recipient agrees to meet the minimum participation requirements for the scholarship period as described in the scholarship application materials.  Application materials are available upon request.
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January 31, 2012*	High School Seminar #2


March 6, 2012	*	High School Seminar #3


May 22, 2012*	Student Science Symposium


May 31, 2012*	Final Report Webinar


*Dates need to be confirmed











September 14, 2011	Welcome Back Workshop


September 30, 2011	Scholarship application deadline


October 4, 2011	High School Seminar #1


December 6, 2011	Report Webinar


January 17, 2012	Scholarship application deadline








