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 The River Mile 
2011-2012 
Teacher Institute
A key component of The River Mile is teacher training and networking.  Through networking with other teachers, professional learning communities (PLCs) are established. Through a series of in-person and remote meetings and workshops, teachers maintain ongoing communication and sharing of best practices among colleagues to strengthen knowledge and promote effective teaching strategies. Teachers also have the opportunity to connect with scientists and resource specialists who share knowledge and skills and help plan site projects.  A variety of opportunities for professional development are available throughout the year.   

Workshops and classes are open to all educators. Motivated High School students, especially those from schools participating in on-going monitoring projects, are encouraged and welcome to participate.  These students can then become mentors within their school.

Clock Hours and College Credit

Free Clock hours are available to all participants.  College Credit can be arranged for those who need college credit—the fee varies according to the course length.

Scholarships

Scholarships are often available to teachers from schools which are active participants in The River Mile (actively submit data and reports, participate in student and teacher development opportunities and participate in networking opportunities).  Funds may be used for substitute teachers, transportation to and from workshops and transportation of students by school provided school bus to participate in The River Mile programs. Each recipient agrees to meet the minimum participation requirements for the scholarship period as described in the scholarship application materials.  Application materials are available upon request.

Washington State Education Standards

All programs and materials are based upon and support the most recent science education standards (June 2009).  Other education standards are included as appropriate. A Framework for applying the science education standards to The River Mile is available to help understand how your group fits into the program and provides ideas for each grade level to meet their science education standards through The River Mile.

The River Mile Workshops

Introduction to “The River Mile”
This workshop introduces the purpose and goals of “The River Mile,” the structure of the program, introduces field investigations, observation skills, stewardship, and data collection requirements.  The workshop is tailored to the needs of the group.

Data Collection

Explore this method of collecting plant and animal lists and submit data to management. NatureMapping involves students in making predictions about what they will find; locating and identifying plants and animals; making observations in journals; participating in a demonstration of water testing; and submitting observation data collected during their site visit.

NatureMapping

The focus of this workshop is on the awareness and observation skills your students need.  Time will be spent outside recording observations in field journals, and how to report your data on the collection sheets. You will learn stewardship, how to map your location, classify habitats, use of field guides and the connection with the watershed will be covered in detail. Search image skills will be introduced in this workshop.

Water Quality in The Lake Roosevelt Watershed

The River Mile’s new water quality curriculum-based educator’s guide will be introduced to participants in this workshop.  Learn a new approach to exploring water quality experiments with your students.

Inquiry Field Investigations Teachers Workshop

Explore the connections between land and water through inquiry-based student directed activities.  

The program is conducted similarly to the student program, with the addition of scientists and resource managers who share knowledge and skills throughout the workshop to help teachers lead students through their scientific research.  Teachers work in small groups and explore a research site and develop questions about the site. From these questions you design and conduct a research project/experiment.  Group reports focus upon lessons learned, how well their experiment worked, what would need to be done differently with their experiment in the future and how they can apply what they’ve learned to their own class. 
“Project Wet” and “Healthy Water, Healthy People”

Explore water cycles, watersheds and human usage of water through Project Wet and Healthy Water, Healthy People activities. Learn how to incorporate environmental education into your existing Science, Language Arts and Social Studies curriculums. 
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