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I N T E R N A L  U S E  O N L Y  –  N O T  F O R  D I S T R I B U T I O N  

 

UNITED STATES  
BUREAU OF RECLAMATION AND NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

 
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

CLEAN WATER COALITION 
SYSTEMS CONVEYANCE AND OPERATIONS PROGRAM 

Clark County, Nevada 

 

Lead Agencies: National Park Service and Bureau of Reclamation 

Cooperating Agencies: U.S Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Bureau of Land Management, 
Colorado River Commission of Nevada, Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 

Applicant:  Clean Water Coalition 

This Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) analyzes the potential impacts resulting from 
the construction and implementation of the Systems Conveyance and Operations Program 
(SCOP).  The City of Las Vegas, Clark County Water Reclamation District, and City of 
Henderson comprise the Clean Water Coalition (CWC), which was created to address the 
management of the increasing wastewater flows in the Las Vegas Valley.  The CWC proposes to 
implement the SCOP, which would be a system of pipelines and tunnels that discharges highly 
treated effluent to an alternate location in Lake Mead.  Effluent is wastewater that has been 
treated in a wastewater treatment plant.  The SCOP system would be designed to collect the 
treated effluent flows from the three treatment facilities, for conveyance to an area in the lower 
Colorado River system, while the majority of the flows bypass the lower Las Vegas Wash.  The 
SCOP would be located in Clark County, Nevada and would include activities and infrastructure 
located on lands owned and/or managed by the City of Las Vegas, Clark County, City of 
Henderson, U.S. Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation Lower Colorado 
Region (Reclamation), and National Park Service (NPS) Lake Mead National Recreation Area.  
This EIS analyzes the potential impacts of four alternatives including the No Action Alternative.  
Under the No Action Alternative the pipeline would not be constructed.  Highly treated effluent 
would continue to be discharged to the Las Vegas Wash at the existing discharge locations.  The 
three agencies currently responsible for municipal wastewater treatment and discharge would 
expand and optimize their facilities to handle the increasing quantities of wastewater through 
2050.   Facility additions would occur on lands currently owned by the cities and county.  Under 
the Boulder Islands North Alternative, a pipeline would be constructed that collects and transports 
highly treated effluent from the three treatment facilities to a receiving area in the vicinity of 
Boulder Islands.  The Boulder Islands North Alternative includes the generation of electricity at a 
hydroelectric generation facility to be located on NPS land.  Under the Boulder Islands South 
Alternative, a pipeline would be constructed that collects and transports highly treated effluent 
from the three treatment facilities to a receiving area in the vicinity of Boulder Islands, but there 
would be no power generation facility.  Under the Las Vegas Bay Alternative, a pipeline would 
be constructed that collects and transports highly treated effluent from the three treatment 
facilities to a receiving area in the Las Vegas Bay. 
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I N T E R N A L  U S E  O N L Y  –  N O T  F O R  D I S T R I B U T I O N  

 

Written comments or inquiries regarding this document should be directed to:  

PBS&J 
SCOP EIS Project Manager 
2270 Corporate Circle, Suite 100 
Henderson, NV  89074 
 
For further information contact: 
Mr. William K. Dickinson, Superintendent  
National Park Service 
Lake Mead National Recreation Area  
601 Nevada Way 
Boulder City, NV 89005 
 
or 
 
Mr. Anthony Vigil 
Bureau of Reclamation 
Lower Colorado Region  
LC-2530, P.O. Box 61470 (LC-2621) 
Boulder City, NV 89006-1470 
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