
Grade 1 Field Program 
“Who Lives Here?” 

Theme: The Mojave Desert is home to a variety of animals

Objective: Students will identify the basic needs that all animals need to survive. 
Students will identify one way humans mimic plants and/or animals in the way they use 
their external parts to help them survive, grow, and meet their needs.

Background: All animals, wherever they live, need food, water and shelter to survive. The desert is 
challenging habitat for animals to live in because of its extreme environment. The Mojave 
Desert receives little annual rainfall (about four to six inches) and drought conditions are 
a common occurrence. The air is very dry and there is always a varying degree of wind. 
Though the Mojave Desert has extremely high air temperatures during the summer days, it 
cools rapidly in the evenings. 

Vocabulary:  basic need - something that plants and animals need to survive, such as air, water, food, 
space, light, and shelter

function - what structures do for an organism (the job of the structure) 

mimic - to copy

structure - an identifiable part of a plant or animal

survive - to stay alive

thrive - to grow fast and stay healthy

Next Generation Science Standards:

1-LS1-1 - Use materials to design a solution to a human problem by mimicking how plants and/or ani-
mals use their external parts to help them survive, grow, and meet their needs.

Before the Field Trip: 
In preparation for your field trip, a ranger will be conducting a program in your classroom.   
Topics such as safety at the park, the mission of the National Park Service and expectations while on the 
field trip will be presented at that time. 

Teachers! - Check out our web site at www.nps.gov/lake
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