
Grade 2 Field Program Outline
“Nature’s Neighborhoods”

Theme: 

The Mojave Desert consists of several communities that make up a desert environment.

Objective: 

Students will compare and contrast at least two different plant communities in the Mojave Desert.

Students will describe at least one animal and one plant in each community.

Students will describe at least one animal/plant association.

Background: 

The lMojave Desert contains several different natural communities. Plant communities are based on 
elevation, soil types, amount of precipitation and major habitat features such as cliff springs, washes and 
dunes. Some organisms have very specific requirements for life. They can only live in very specific locations. 
One such plant is the desert primrose which only lives on sandy dunes. Others, like the jackrabbit are found 
throughout the Mojave Desert and beyond its boundaries.

Vocabulary:   

community - a place where living things interact in an area of naturally associated species

habitat - the natural home or environment of an animal, place or other organism

basic needs - something that plants and animals need to survive, such as air, water, food, space, light and 
shelter

living things - organisms that display the key characteristics of life. These characteristics include the ability 
to grow, reproduce, take in and use energy, excrete waste, respond to the environment and possess an 
organized structure more complex than that of non-living things.

observe - take note of or detect (something) in the course of a scientific study

shelter - a place giving temporary protection from bad weather or danger.

Next Generation Science Standards:

2-LS4-1 – Make observations of plants and animals to compare the diversity of life within different habitats.

Before the Field Trip: 
In preparation for your field trip, a ranger will be conducting a program in your classroom.   
Topics such as safety at the park, the mission of the National Park Service and expectations while on the field  
trip will be presented at that time. 

Teachers! - Check out our web site at www.nps.gov/lake
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