
Grade 5 Field Program Outline
“Food for Life”

Theme:

Plants and animals living in a community are all participants in a complex food chain.

Objective:

Students will identify that all living things have interdependent relationships within the Mojave Desert and 
all ecosystems.

Students will create a model that represents the movement and cycles of matter within the Mojave Desert.

Background:

Although at first glance the desert may seem to have little in the way of wildlife, it actually contains large, 
diverse populations.  The variety of plant and animal species create an important niche in the desert 
ecosystem.  In the Mojave Desert, plants and animals interact in many different ways.  Plants and animals 
depend on each other for their survival; when one plant or animal species becomes eliminated from a 
desert community, other animals who are dependent on that species for food are also affected.

Vocabulary:

components – a part or element of a larger whole

decomposition – the state or process of rotting, decay

ecosystems – a biological community of interacting organisms and their physical environment

energy transfer – the conversion of one form of energy to another

mechanisms – a system of parts working together

organisms – an individual animal, plant or single-celled life form

species - a group of living organisms consisting of similar individuals capable of exchanging genes or 
interbreeding.

Next Generation Science Standards:

5-LS2-1 – Develop a model to describe the movement of matter among plants, animals, decomposers and 
the environment.

Before the Field Trip: 
In preparation for your field trip, a ranger will be conducting a program in your classroom.   
Topics such as safety at the park, the mission of the National Park Service and expectations while on the 
field  trip will be presented at that time.

Teachers! - Check out our web site at www.nps.gov/lake
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