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2016 Teacher-Ranger-Teacher Application
Due May 1, 2016
P.O. Box 1240
Tulelake CA 96134

530-667-8119
Lava Beds  National Monument  

Send completed application to:
Angela Sutton 
Tule Lake Unit 
P.O. Box 1240
Tulelake CA 96134

Or by e-mail to: angela_sutton@nps.gov 

Lava Beds National Monument’s Education Program 

In 2013-2014 school year Lava Beds had almost 3,400 students visit the park, and of those, 61% received a curriculum based ranger guided education program with an increase of 14% from last year. Ranger guided programs are in addition to the white-nose syndrome talk that every student that comes to the park receives about white-nose syndrome and caving ethics as part of our white-nose syndrome screening and education program. 

	Lava Beds also offered two special education events in 2014.  One was our annual Timeline Living History event, which has been introducing over 300 3rd – 6th graders to local history from the time of the Modocs to early explorers of the 1930’s for more than 10 years. During the second event, Geology Day, 5th – 9th grade students were introduced to five geologic principles. This was the second time we had offered Geology Day to schools and it was such a success the 1st time that we had to expand the event to a two day event to accommodate the extra teachers wanting to bring their classes. 

	Lava Beds regularly offers three curriculum-based ranger guided programs that cover topics such as geology, Modoc culture, the Modoc war, cave geology, habitat and exploration. These programs are designed primarily for 3rd - 6th grades, but are adjusted on a case by case basis when younger and older classes request them. These three programs are our Mushpot program, Captain Jack’s Stronghold hike and Valentine Cave tour. 

· The Mushpot program is a PowerPoint program that takes place inside Mushpot Cave and covers information on the Cascade Range, volcano and lava types, plate tectonics, lava tube caves, cave formations, and cave ethics. 
· The Captain Jack’s Stronghold program takes students on a .5 mile walk through the stronghold, a natural lava fortress that the Modoc held out in during the Modoc War of 1872-1873. The hour-long program immerses students in the events that led up to the war, the differences in cultures, the history of the war, and the current status of the Modoc tribe. 
· During the Valentine Cave tour, a ranger will lead the class through one of the monument’s most popular lava tubes caves, while explaining how caves are formed, pointing out and describing various cave formations, discussing what animals live and use caves, and answering any questions students or teachers have. 

In addition to on-site programs, Lava Beds also offers five traveling trunks, each with about two weeks of lesson plans, which teachers can request to have mailed to them to use as pre-visit materials, or in lieu of a field trip. Our current traveling trunks have been created to meet California and Oregon state standards for 3-6th grades in social studies, and science, but are not updated to the new standards. Trunks have been requested by teachers to use with elementary students through college level students, and have been mailed all the way from Lava Beds (Tulelake, California) to New York. 

· The geology trunk helps students to learn about the Cascade Range, volcano and rock types, and cave environments. The trunk includes rock samples, two geology videos and a review game. 
· The cultural trunk teaches students the definition of culture while learning about the Modocs, the Modoc War and the Oregon Trail. The trunk includes two videos, tule reeds, American Indian artifacts, and several posters. 
· The cave life trunk teaches students about what a cave is, how caves form, what might live in a cave and how it’s adapted, and how humans use caves.  The trunk comes with three videos, a bat skeleton, several books about caves, bats, and prehistoric cavers, three posters and a review game. 	
· The bat trunk explores bat habitat, adaptations, as well as our attitudes about bats and the amazing bats that live at Lava Beds. The trunk contains videos, posters, bat ID cards, and a bat skeleton. 
· The bird kit was developed with the Klamath Bird Observatory and is designed to teach students the basics about birds.  Topics include what a bird is, bird habitat, birding, studying birds and bird conservation. The trunk comes with bird and plant field guides, a PowerPoint presentation on local birds, “life of birds” DVD, binoculars, laminated common birds field guide, hand lenses and feathers.

Teacher – Ranger – Teacher Project 

We are looking at ways to expand and improve our current education program.  One goal we have it to update our education kits to meet the needs of teachers.  We would like to update at least one kit per year. 

We would like to have the TRT on-site at least long enough to gain some background knowledge about the natural and cultural resources of the park.  We do not expect that whatever project is taken on that it has to be done while at the park, and are willing to allow a teacher to work remotely. 




Applicant Name:
Home Address:
Home/Cell Phone:
Email Address:

Applicant’s School Name:
School District/State:
School Address:
School Phone:
Grade level and subject(s) taught:

1. Do you teach at a Title I school? (please circle or bold)	No	Yes	If yes, what percentage of your students qualify for Free and Reduced-Price Lunches?


2. Can you commit to approximately 4-6 weeks of time (230-240 hours - 160 hours of major educational project, 45 hours of online coursework, discussion, course readings, 25 hours of NPS operational experiences) during the summer season (May-August, depending on park needs)? 		(please circle or bold)	  No	Yes


3. Describe your most effective unit or lesson plan that actively engaged students in learning.  Why was it successful?


4. Why do you want to participate in Teacher Ranger Teacher (TRT) at the Tule Lake Unit?


5. How will you use your TRT experience to enrich your classroom teaching and curriculum?



6. How will you share information and skills acquired through this experience with your school and district colleagues?



7. Describe your familiarity and experiences with parks; local, state or national parks.



8. [bookmark: _GoBack]Describe your interest in Lava Beds National Monument. 




Please provide information for two professional references:

Reference 1:
Name:
Phone Number:
Email Address:
Relationship to applicant:

Reference 2:
Name:
Phone Number:
Email Address:
Relationship to applicant:
Section 1: Basic Information


In applying for this position, I verify all the information I have supplied is correct.

__________________________				______________
Teacher’s Signature						Date
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