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1. Describe two interesting similarities you find between Seattle at the end 
of the 19th century and Seattle at the beginning of the 21st century.  What 
did you find interesting about them?  Can you guess at possible 
explanations for the similarities? 
 
2. Describe two interesting ways you think Seattle has changed since the 
end of the 19th century.  Speculate about why those changes happened.  Do 
you think these changes were for better or worse, and why? 

 
3. Compare and contrast daily life in the 1890’s with present day. Focus on 
financial, current technology, family situation, location (rural vs. urban), 
skills of the individual, entertainment, and view of the community (sphere of 
influence). 
 
4. How do the gold prospecting techniques of the 19th century differ from 
those employed today?  Today are there still opportunities for individuals to 
“strike it rich” or are these now limited to only large companies? Explain. 

 
5. During the 19th century few worried about the environmental impacts the 
Klondike gold rush would have e.g. ground water contamination, tree 
deforestation, air and water pollution, hazardous waste disposal. 
 
Pick and describe an environmental impact of the Klondike gold rush i.e. 
activity, environmental change, affected area, length of duration. What are 
the similarities or differences to the environmental impacts we face today.  



6.  Invent a product that you could sell to Stampeders in Seattle on their 
way to the Klondike.  Create a period print ad for your product and a 
separate description of why you think Stampeders will buy it? 

 
7. If the gold rush were to happen today, how would you use any media 
outlet to reach these Stampeders?  Would your product still be relevant? 
Does it needed to be updated in any way to attract buyers? 

 
8. Create an outline for a play about an individual, group, or family headed 
off in 1897 for the Klondike gold rush. You may pick any location for the 
journey to start from, but they must use one of the standard routes from 
Seattle to the Klondike region. Include adversities, hardships, successes, 
and final results.  Provide a list of characters (with short descriptions), a 
brief description of the plot, and a rough story board for one scene in the 
play.   
 
The touchscreens located throughout the visitor center offer examples of 
five individuals that went off in search of gold. You may use additional 
outside resources.    

 
9. Put yourself in the story.  It’s 1897 and you’ve decided to head north in 
search of gold to help support your family. You will leave from Seattle 
headed to Dawson using the Land and Water Route including the Chilkoot 
Trail.  Explain what skills you will need to acquire to become successful in 
both reaching the Klondike and to finding the gold.   
 
 
10. Pick one of the following and explain how it benefited from the Klondike 
gold rush. 
a. Seattle and surrounding area 
b. Port cities of Alaska 
c. Canada      


