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 (
Klondike Gold Rush 
NHP plans restoration for Jeff.
 Smith Parlor Museum
) (
Klondike Gold Rush N
ational 
H
istorical 
P
ark
 
recently h
osted a two-day meeting to plan 
restoration 
and exhibits for
 
the 
Jeff “
Soapy” Smith 
P
arlor 
M
useum.
 
Th
is on-site visit
 
to Skagway 
was important
 for the
 architects, engineers
 and designers 
to 
become familiar with the scope of the project
 and benefit from park staff expertise
.
 This building was the headquarters
 Skagway’s most infamous con-man during the Klondike Gold Rush of 1897. 
F
ollowing Soap
y
’s 
death, it
 was used as the Hook & Ladder Truck and Hose shed and located on 6
th
 Ave. In 1935, Skagway resident and tourism promoter, Martin Itjen reopened 
it as 
Jeff. Smiths Parlor Museum, and 
it 
became a highlight of Itjen’s gold rush tours until his death in 1942.  George Rapuzzi, Itjen’s long time friend and a collector of gold rush memorabilia took over the museum and moved the building to its current location. 
The community will be invited to a workshop this
 spring to share their personal 
memories of going on a tour with either Martin Itjen or George Rapuzzi.
 Photographs are 
especially helpful
 since they show details 
that 
help maintain authentic treatment of the historic objects, their placement in the museum and the building itself. 
If you have 
information
 to share about this building, please co
ntact
 Park Historian,
 Karl Gurcke, at (907) 983-9214
.
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