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Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park is pleased to announce the publication of The Mascot Saloon: Archeological Investigations in Skagway, Alaska, Volume 10, Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park, by Catherine Holder Spude with contributions by Karl Gurcke, David R. Huelsbeck and Gwen Hurst.





The report provides historical context for the Mascot by examining the pre-Prohibition saloons of Skagway, the effects of reform movements on liquor licensing, pricing, gambling and women in saloons, and the incidence of crime in saloons.  Once the scene is set, the report focuses on a detailed history of the Mascot Saloon. Intriguing facts are revealed through the examination of archeological deposits associated with the Mascot, for example: The gold rush saloon (1898-1899) served a much larger proportion of whiskey in bottles than it did beer or wine; snacks of nuts were served; meals with beer were common. After the gold rush (1900-1904), more beer in bottles appeared in the archeological collections; the nut snacks were replaced by free lunches, including clam chowder; the less expensive mutton appeared on the menu more frequently than other cuts of meat.





Research themes used in the study include adjustments in consumption habits, mining frontier interactions with markets to the south, and changes in social relationships during the reforms of the Progressive era. 





If you would like a copy of this report, please stop by the park headquarters at 2nd and Broadway or call Karl Gurcke at 907-983-9214. The report is also available at the Skagway Public Library.
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