
The second floor was occupied by one 
or two apartments.  The third floor 
was occupied by a lodge hall used by 
the Cornish fraternal group, the Sons 
of St. George.  By 1917, the main floor 
here was occupied by a dress factory, 
and apartments occupied both of the 
upper floors of the building.  In the 
1920s, Gorshe Brothers bicycle and 
motorcycle shop was located here.  
From sometime before 1930 until 
about 2001, the Dunstan Block was 
home to Mullen’s Dry Cleaners.  Artis 
Books and Antiques moved here just 
a couple years later, around 2003. 
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RED JACKET 1913 – WINDOWS INTO THE PAST 
 

Dunstan Block ca. 1895 
   

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 
 NPS, Keweenaw NHP, Curto Album 12 #081, 5th Street ca. 1925 

 

The Dunstan Block was built by John 
Dunstan sometime between 1893 and 
1897.  Dunstan had been in business at 
this site since 1878, in a smaller wood-
frame building.  Prior to that, he had 
worked as a miner at the Central Mine.  
When he came to Red Jacket, Dunstan 
sold sewing machines, books, picture 
frames, notions, and organs.  By 1893, 
the earlier Dunstan building was 
occupied by a saloon.  When the 
existing building was first built, the 
main floor was occupied by a store 
known as a bazaar, selling picture 
frames and other items.   
 

NPS, Keweenaw NHP, Curto Album 13 #082, Funeral of Italian 
Hall Victims, 5th Street, December 28, 1913 

In 1913, the Dunstan Block was occupied by the John Hall clothing 
store.  John Hall was a chain store; in 1912, the local branch here was 
managed by Adolphus Lake, a tailor.  In that year, Lake roomed at the 
YMCA, which was located next to the Union Building.  In 1913, the 
Dunstan Block was owned by Angus Kerr, and was known as the Kerr 
Flats building.  Kerr was a lawyer in Laurium who represented the 
union, the Western Federation of Miners, during the strike. 
 

 


