423 5" Street ca.l803
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Businesses at 423 5th Street have changed
several times since this building was built
sometime between 1893 and 1897. Initially
1t was a cobbler or shoemaker’s shop
owned by Lars Olson. In 1898, Olson and
his family lived at 516 6th Street. Olson
must have done well in business, for by
1900, the family was living at 519 Pine
Street, a home they owned without a
mortgage, and they had a domestic servant
living with them.

NPS, Keweenaw NHP, Mason, 5tk Street ca. 1905

Sometime between 1901 and
1903, 423 5th Street became a
Singer sewing machine shop.
In an era when many people
still made their own clothes,
a sewing machine was an
1mportant appliance in the
home, and required a
significant financial
ivestment. Then sometime
between 1917 and 1930 it
became a barber shop,
managed by Percy
Penberthy, who resided at
209 Tamarack Street in NPS, Keweenaw NHP, KHSV, Hoyem, Citizen’s Alliance Parade, 1913

Note the distinctive S sign at 423 5th Street, identifying the Singer Sewing

Laurium. Machine Shop.

In 1913, 423 Fifth street was a Singer sewing machine shop, managed
by William Wright. Wright first lived at 216 North Florida Street in

Laurium, and then at 411 6th street in Red Jacket (Calumet), before
settling in an apartment in the Coppo Block, where he lived in 1913.
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