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4. Punishment of slaves for striking white persons.

If any slave shall presume to strike any white person, such slave upon trial and
conviction before the justice or justices, according to the direction of this act,
shall for the first offence suffer such punishment as the said justice or justices
shall in his or their discretion think fit, not extending to life or limb; and for the
second offence, suffer death: but in case any such slave shall grievously wound,
maim , or bruise any white person, though it shall be only the first offence, such
slave shall suffer death.

5. When the striking a white person justifiable.

Provided always, that such striking, wounding, maiming, or bruising, be not done
by the command, and in defense of the person or property of the owner or other
person have the care and government of such slave, in which case the slave
shall be wholly excused, and the owner or other person having the care and
government of such slave, shall be answerable, as if the act has been committed
by himself.

11. Punishment for teaching slaves or free persons of color to read.

If any slave, Negro, or free person of color, or any white person, shall teach any
other slave, Negro, or free person of color, to read or write either written or
printed characters, the said free person of color or slave shall be punished by
fine and whipping, or fine or whipping, at the discretion of the court.
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