Report Bear Encounters
If you have an encounter with a bear, report it to a park ranger as soon as possible.
	Date
	Location
	Activity

	[bookmark: _GoBack]8/21/13
	Exit Glacier campground
	Bear broke into vehicle in the campground parking lot. Secure all food in food storage locker, not in your vehicle!

	8/20/13
	Exit Glacier
Nature Center
	Bear damaged and obtained garbage from trash cans around the Nature Center.

	8/1/13
	Exit Glacier - Harding Icefield Trail
	Black bear charged two visitors. No contact was made and bear retreated after charge. Please give bears space if you encounter them on trails.

	7/25/13
	Exit Glacier- paved trail
	Brown bear in area

	7/17/13
	Outside Park - Russian River
	A FYI for our park visitors who may be traveling elsewhere on the Kenai Peninsula (or for camping anywhere in bear country for that matter). 
www.sewardcitynews.com/2013/07/managers-keep-close-eye-on-bears-and-humans-on-russian-river-after-incidents/

	6/30/13
	Exit Glacier campground
	Bear obtained trash at campground and investigated vehicle. Do not store food or scented items in your vehicle. Store in food storage locker.

	6/23/13
	Exit Glacier
	Brown bear with cubs huffed at visitors on lower trails while crossing the paved trail.

	6/19/13
	Holgate Arm, Aialik Bay
	Black bear pushed nose up against tent zipper while camper slept inside. Bear ran away after camper tapped it on its nose. Be sure to wash hands before entering tent after handling food!

	6/16/13
	Exit Glacier Campground
	Bear investigated vehicle in campground parking lot. Left paw prints and scratches. Gained access to contents of trash cans. It is advisable to store food and scented items in food storage lockers!

	06/10/13
	Exit Glacier Campground
	Bear attempted to break into a parked car. Gained access to contents of trash cans.

	6/10/13
	Exit Glacier
	Two brown bears with cubs are in the Exit Glacier area.

	6/1/13
	Exit Glacier
	Black bears are out and about on the Harding Icefield Trail.

	5/1/13
	Exit Glacier Campground
	First bear tracks of the season seen!

	9/14/12
	Exit Glacier Campground
	Bear entered vehicle by breaking a window, caused damage to seats and ceiling, and obtained human food.
Campground closed from 9/14 - 9/16

	8/15/12
	Exit Glacier Harding Icefield Trail
	Black bear curiously approached hiker. After following hiker for a short distance it ran off.

	8/6/12
	Exit Glacier lower trails and campground
	Juvenile black bear seen numerous times in area. Acting unsure, often retreating from people but has demonstrated stress displays (huffing). Please give all bears adequate space and room to retreat.

	7/25/12
	Exit Glacier lower trails
	Brown bear with cubs still being seen in area. Be alert.

	7/10/12
	Exit Glacier lower trails
	Brown bear obtained food from trash cans throughout the Exit Glacier area including campground

	7/9/12
	Exit Glacier lower trails
	Brown bear with cubs charged two different groups of visitors to within 15 feet. Bear and cubs then ran off.

	6/29/12
	Exit Glacier lower trails
	Black bear approached visitor. Retreated when visitor clapped.

	6/15/12
	Exit Glacier
	Brown bear with cubs has been seen in the area since late May (both on the Harding Icefield Trail and the lower trails). She reportedly acted aggressively (e.g., swatting the ground) during one encounter.

	6/10/12
	Exit Glacier Harding Icefield Trail
	A black bear with cubs has been observed acting defensively (e.g., huffing and swatting the ground) five different times during the past two weeks on the lower portion of the Harding Icefield Trail.

	4/21/11
	Coast
	No unusual activity has been reported along the coast.

	4/21/11
	Exit Glacier
	Bears are out and active in the Exit Glacier Area. Please remain aware of your surroundings and in control of all food. Make noise so that you do not surprise bears. Please note that the road is still closed for the season at the bridge.

	7/20/10
	Coast
	A black bear (or bears) at the Pedersen Lagoon Easement Site has received food from an open and unattended bear-resistant food locker. Reports received are of persistent bear behavior, with the bear returning to the area after hazing. Nearby Kenai Fjords Glacier Lodge has also encountered similar bear behavior. An active aversive conditioning program will begin on Wednesday, July 21st at the campsite easement. Please keep all food secure, either in your immediate possession or in a properly closed bear-resistant food locker at designated sites. Do not leave food unattended for any reason, including an approaching bear. If a bear appears interested in food or other possessions, shout, clap and make noise to discourage the bear. Secure all possessions and notify park personnel at the Aialik Bay Ranger Station or on Marine VHF Channel 16.

	6/28/10
	Exit Glacier
	Bear activity remains high at Exit Glacier, with black bears and several brown bears in the area. Bears, of both species, with cubs have been seen along the Harding Icefield Trail, and a black bear with a cub has been regularly visiting the lower trails. Please do not approach bears, and maintain extra distance when you see a bear with a cub. Keep children with you at all times and maintain control of all food and belongings. As always, travel in groups and make noise, especially in areas of low visibility or near running water. Tell the staff at the Nature Center if you have encountered a bear.

	6/28/10
	Coast
	A black bear has been frequenting the Pedersen Lagoon camping area. This bear remains in the area when campers are present and does not leave when campers attempt to scare it away. Please maintain a clean camp and use the park-provided bear resistant food lockers at designated locations.

	6/13/10
	Exit Glacier
	Bear activity continues at Exit Glacier with regular sightings of both black and brown bears. A brown bear with cub has been seen numerous times on the lower trails and on the Harding Icefield Trail. Please remember to use extra caution and avoid approaching female bears with cubs. Keep all food and belongings with you, travel in groups, keep children close and make noise (loud talking or singing) as you hike. Remember that in locations with creek noise, high brush or blind corners it is particularly important to make noise.

	6/13/10
	Coast
	No unusual activity has been reported along the coast.

	5/27/10
	Exit Glacier
	The road to Exit Glacier is now open. There have been both black and brown bears noted in the area. Please make noise as you hike and maintain distance from bears. Check with the Nature Center for the most recent bear activity.

	5/27/10
	Coast
	No unusual activity has been reported along the coast.

	5/12/10
	Exit Glacier
	Black bears have been seen on the hillside at Exit Glacier. Remember to remain alert and make noise as you ski, hike or snowshoe. Please note that the road is still closed to vehicle traffic and there are several feet of snow on the trails.

	5/12/10
	Coast
	Bears are once again active on the coast. Bear food lockers may be inaccessible on some beaches. Please be prepared to move beaches or to use alternate approved food storage methods.

	3/30/10
	Exit Glacier
	No bear activity has been reported yet at Exit Glacier. The road to Exit Glacier is still closed.

	3/30/10
	Coast
	No bear activity has been reported yet on the coast. Safe bear practices should still be practiced.

	9/18/09
	Exit Glacier
	Black bears are still active on the Harding Icefield Trail. They have not been observed as often on the lower trails. 

	9/18/09
	Coast
	No unusual activity.

	9/7/09
	Exit Glacier
	Black bears are more active again on all the trails in the area including the Harding Icefield Trail and around the Nature Center. Please talk loudly while hiking, keep your food and gear with you, and give bears plenty of space. Check at the Nature Center for daily bear activity.

	9/7/09
	Coast
	No unusual activity to report.

	8/31/09
	Exit Glacier
	A black bear was observed by the Nature Center pursuing a moose. 

	8/31/09
	Coast
	No unusual activity to report.

	8/18/09
	Exit Glacier
	Bears have been observed less frequently around the Nature Center lately. 
Black bears are still active on the Harding Icefield Trail. Announce your presence with a loud "Hey Bear!", especially in areas with thick vegetation.
A brown bear has been observed on Chugach National Forest land, just across Resurrection River from Exit Glacier.
As fall approaches, bears are trying to pack on as much weight as possible.  Keep all your food under your control and keep a clean camp. Do not leave packs along the trails.  

	8/18/09
	Coast
	No unusual activity to report. Be extra cautious when hiking in salmon berry patches and around salmon streams. These are popular foraging areas for bears. Announce your presence with a loud "Hey Bear!". Remember to stow gear close to your camp and properly store food in an NPS food locker or Bear Resistant Food Container.

	8/4/09
	Exit Glacier
	The salmon berries, a favorite food for bears, are ripe on the Harding Icefield Trail. Please make noise as you hike up the trail so you do not surprise a grazing bear. 
Black bears are still active around the trails. A brown bear was observed near the entrance sign recently. 
Remember to keep your packs and coats with you while you hike and make noise.

	8/4/09
	Coast
	No unusual bear activity to report.

	7/23/09
	Exit Glacier
	Black and brown bears continue to be very active on all the trails. Be alert when hiking and make noise. If you see a bear, do not run. Stay calm, talk to the bear. If the bear is indifferent to you, increase your distance.

	7/23/09
	Coast
	Several black bears have been identified around the Pedersen area. Please do not approach bears via kayak or on foot. Give them space. 
No unusual bear activity elsewhere to report. Help us keep it this way. Stow gear close to camp area and properly store food in an NPS food locker or Bear Resistant Food Container. Report any bear issues to NPS field rangers or to NPS staff upon your return to Seward. 

	7/9/09
	Exit Glacier
	Black bears are observed often on all the trails. A female brown bear with a cub has been active around the lower trails and the Harding Icefield Trail.
Avoid surprise encounters! Make noise while you hike. If you encounter a bear, remain calm, do not run, and talk to the bear in a calm voice. Increase your distance. Do not approach bears.

	7/9/09
	Coast
	No unusual activity to report.

	7/1/09
	Exit Glacier
	A female brown bear with a cub and a solitary brown bear have been observed on the lower trails and outwash plain by the glacier. They have also been active in the Marmot Meadows area of the Harding Icefield Trail. 
Black bears continue to be active on all the trails. Although they are more accustom to being around humans, they can still be stressed by close encounters. 
Make noise while you are walking along the trails to avoid surprise encounters.  While hiking the Harding Icefield Trail, give a loud "Hey Bear!", "YO Bear!", etc. frequently.  
If you see a bear, stay calm and do NOT run. Identify yourself as human and give the bear space. You may need to back away and allow the bear to pass. 
Report any brown bear sightings to a Ranger or the Nature Center.  

	7/1/09
	Coast
	No unusual bear activity to report. The food locker in Abra Cove is no longer covered with snow. 

	6/25/09
	Exit Glacier
	Bears are active on the trails and around the nature center. If you encounter a bear on or near the trail, stop, increase your distance to the bear, and back down the trail if necessary. Wait until the bear moves on to pass.  Please give bears space. 

	6/25/09
	Coast
	No unusual bear activity to report. Help us keep it this way. Stow gear close to camp area and properly store food in an NPS food locker or Bear Resistant Food Container.

	6/11/09
	Exit Glacier
	Both brown and black bears continue to be observed frequently on the trails. Remember to make noise and keep food and gear with you.

	6/11/09
	Coast
	No unusual bear activity reported.

	6/4/09
	Exit Glacier
	A female brown bear with two cubs has been seen close to Marmot Meadows on the Harding Icefield Trail. Please make noise while hiking, stay in groups, keep all gear and food with you, and report brown bear sightings to a ranger.
Black bears have been frequently observed on all the trails. Please give them space; do not approach.

	6/4/09
	Coast
	The food locker at Abra Cove is still under snow. Other food lockers in Aialik Bay should be available for use. No unusual bear activity to report.

	5/25/09
	Exit Glacier
	Bears have been observed on several of the trails including the Harding Icefield Trail. Remember to give bears space and keep your food and food scraps with you.

	5/25/09
	Coast
	Several feet of snow are still on many beaches. Food storage lockers may be inaccessible. Carrying a Bear Resistant Food Canister for overnight trips is recommended.

	5/18/09
	Exit Glacier
	Bears are regularly being observed foraging on the hills around the nature center. Please remember to keep your food secured and away from bears. 

	5/18/09
	Coast
	The bears are awake. Several bears were recently observed along the coast.  

	5/9/09
	Exit Glacier
	The first brown bear was observed today. Two visitors watched as it chased a female black bear and her cub along the hillside. Stay alert while hiking and make noise in brushy areas.

	5/8/09
	Coast
	No bears have been reported yet this year, but safe bear practices should still be followed.

	5/5/09
	Exit Glacier
	The road to Exit Glacier is now open. Bear activity has been observed in the area. Please remember to make noise while you hike, ski or snow shoe on the trails.

	4/16/09
	Exit Glacier
	There are still feet of snow in the area, but the bears are waking up. The first black bear was observed today on the Harding Icefield Trail. 



