June 2013 Weather Summary

Warmer than normal temperatures and drier than normal precipitation made June a month to remember in Kenai Fjords National
Park. Daily temperatures exceeded 70 degrees F on nine days and soared into the 80s on two days, with highs of 83 and 88 degrees F
recorded on June 16" and 17”’, respectively. New daily maximum temperatures were recorded on June 8" (71 degrees F), 16" (83
degrees F), and 17" (88 degree F). June 17" also set a new record high temperature for the period of record (1987-present) that the
Seward airport weather station has been at its current location. However, those of you who were around in the 1960s may recall
that on August 12, 1966 the Seward weather station recorded a high of 95 degrees F. In contrast to the recent warm temperatures,
the lowest temperature of the month, 35 degrees F, recorded on June 5™ tied the record for the minimum daily temperature for
that day.

As recorded at the Seward airport, total precipitation for the month was 1.02 inches (42% of normal), 1.4 inches below the 30-year
average (1981-2010) for the month. The monthly average temperature for June was 55.7 degrees F; 3.5 degrees F above the 30-year
average. The strongest wind gusts were recorded on June 18™ and 29" at 29 mph. In general, winds were relatively calm throughout
the month with maximum average wind speeds of 10.1 mph recorded on June 17",

The official period of record for Seward weather, available at the Western Regional Climate Center (http://www.wrcc.dri.edu),
began in 1949. Since that time, the actual station location and/or station instrumentation has changed three times. If you have
historical photos of the previous Seward weather stations that you would be willing to share, please contact Deb Kurtz at Kenai
Fjords National Park at 422-0544.

Also of note:

e The National Weather Service Climate Prediction Center's three month weather outlook (July-August-September) favors
normal temperatures and below normal precipitation for the Kenai Fjords area.

e  Check out the Alaska Center for Climate Assessment and Policy (ACCAP) website’s new Alaska Climate and Weather
Highlights tool to get near real time information about notable weather and climate events in Alaska.

e If you are planning a trip around Alaska and you are concerned about wildfires, the Alaska Interagency Coordination Center
provides current wildland fire information for the state.

e On October 1* the NWS Weather Forecast Office in Anchorage will reconfigure its marine zones for the coastal waters in
the Gulf of Alaska and Bering Sea. This will involve renaming, renumbering and realigning several zones as well as adding
eight new forecast zones. View these pending changes at the NWS website.

e Recent evidence indicates that warming temperatures in the Arctic are linked to an increase in diseases in wildlife and
human populations in northern latitudes.

e New research led by McGill University confirms that oceans are able to balance nitrogen on a global scale, but sheds
concern over the amount of time needed to maintain balance given the rate of current climate change.

e NOAA climate services portal serves as a single point-of-entry for NOAA's extensive climate information, data, products,
services, and the climate science magazine ClimateWatch.

Read more to find out about the local climate for June 2013
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http://www.wrcc.dri.edu/
http://www.cpc.noaa.gov/
https://accap.uaf.edu/?q=tools/climate_highlights&utm_source=ACCAP&utm_campaign=09f3cd9e15-Alaska+Climate+and+Weather+Highlights+Tool&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_7a2dda40c5-09f3cd9e15-37331505#date/2013-06
https://accap.uaf.edu/?q=tools/climate_highlights&utm_source=ACCAP&utm_campaign=09f3cd9e15-Alaska+Climate+and+Weather+Highlights+Tool&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_7a2dda40c5-09f3cd9e15-37331505#date/2013-06
http://fire.ak.blm.gov/aicc.php
http://pafc.arh.noaa.gov/newmarinezones/
http://wwwp.dailyclimate.org/tdc-newsroom/2013/06/arctic-disease
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2013/06/130614111606.htm
http://www.climate.gov/

Monthly and 30-year average temperature (F) at Seward airport. The range of maximum and minimum daily

temperatures for each month are shown with a dashed vertical line.

Seward Airport Precipitation, June 2013 (station 26438)
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Monthly and 30-year average precipitation (inches) at Seward airport.

Station

River:RESURRECTION RIVER Location:Resurrection River at Exit Glacier Bridge

lat:60,.28 lon:;149.59 Hinor FLOOD STAGE: 17.5 feet
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Data Sources: HH5 and/or USGS

Resurrection River at Exit Glacier Bridge is monitored by the Alaska-Pacific River Forecast Center:

http://water.weather.qov/ahps2/index.php ?wfo=pafc.
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http://water.weather.gov/ahps2/index.php?wfo=pafc.%20

S5tation

River:EXIT GLACIER STREAH Location:Exit Glacier nr Visitors Center
lat:608.19 lon:149.62 Hinor FLOOD STAGE:Hot Available

Plot created: Hon Jul 1 13:88:32 UTC 2813
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Exit Creek water level (stage height) data is only collected during the summer, beginning in May.

Average monthly temperatures reported at stations in Kenai Fjords National Park

Average Monthly Temperature
(Recorded At Weather Stations in Kenai Fjords National Park)
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Weather Station data (map of [some] stations Western Region Climate Center or MesoWest)
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Weather Forecasts

Seward Summary Graphical Forecast
Marine Forecast 4-8 Day Forecast
Surface Map
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Weather stations in Kenai Fjords

National Park.
Kenai Fjords National Park is situated in a transition zone between a warm and wet maritime climate and a cool and dry interior

climate. The data collected by these weather stations demonstrate the variability of climate due to differences in elevation and
maritime influences in this relatively small region.
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http://www.wrcc.dri.edu/coopmap/
http://mesowest.utah.edu/cgi-bin/droman/mesomap.cgi?state=AK
http://www.wrcc.dri.edu/cgi-bin/cliMAIN.pl?ak8371
http://www.dot.state.ak.us/iways/roadweather/forms/SiteSum.html?areaId=2&perspectiveId=1&siteId=189
http://www.raws.dri.edu/cgi-bin/rawMAIN.pl?akAPED
http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/snotel/snotel.pl?sitenum=964&state=ak
http://www.wrcc.dri.edu/cgi-bin/cliMAIN.pl?ak8375
http://ambcs.org/cgi-bin/siteCurrent.cgi?site=EXIT_GLACIER
http://www.raws.dri.edu/cgi-bin/rawMAIN.pl?akAHAR
http://www.raws.dri.edu/cgi-bin/rawMAIN.pl?akAMCA
http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/snotel/snotel.pl?sitenum=1037&state=ak
http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/station_page.php?station=PILA2
http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/station_page.php?station=46076
http://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?zoneid=AKZ125
http://www.weather.gov/forecasts/graphical/sectors/aktrimmed.php?element=MaxT
http://pafc.arh.noaa.gov/marfcst.php?fcst=FZAK51PAFC#PKZ120
http://www.hpc.ncep.noaa.gov/alaska/akmedr.shtml
http://pafc.arh.noaa.gov/home_sfcmap.php

