Comparison

(s;:bject: Observing similarities and differences, identifying patterns \
Duration: 1 hour :
Setting: inside; good activity on a day with bad weather

Materials: Journal, pencil, 2 “similar” items per student (see below), magni-
fying glass, ruler

National Standards — LS1.A, LS1.B, LS3.A, LS3.B, LS4.A

Guiding Themes: ldentify patterns, structures, and functions. Observe
similarities and identify unique details of their items.
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Materials

You will need to provide each student with 2 items. The items should be two of
something similar, i.e., 2 feathers, 2 shells, 2 cones, 2 mosses, 2 lichens, 2 flowers,
etc. The items should vary student to student. Each student will need a magnifying
glass and ruler. Note: In Seward, the ranger can help procure most of the objects
heeded.

Activity Instructions

1. The goal of this activity is to have students compare and contrast their items.
Students can make a “T” chart, or a Venn diagram. They can also figure out their
owh way of organizing their comparisons.

If students have not made a Venn diagram before, walk them through the process.
Make 3 lists: Object 1; Both Objects; Object 2

When students are done writing their lists, draw two circles around the lists,
one for each object. Where the circle overlaps, students should write down
what both objects have in common.

2. Students should draw both of their object, taking up a whole page for each ob-
ject. This will allow them to draw in detail.




Discussion Questions

Is there something very important about of the things they have in common? What does it
do to help the object survive?

Look at the differences... what might have caused them?

Pick one “structure” on your object. Focus on how it differs from the other object (examples:
edge of the leaf, color of the feather, size or shape of a tooth). Turn and talk to a partner
and take turns talking about your items’ differences, and how they might make your two
items function differently.
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Example Journal Entry:

ComparTson
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Example Journal Entry:

C OMPAR TSON
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