Dear Future Visitor to Kalaupapa National Historical Park,

Kalaupapa’s isolation presents some unique obstacles for solid waste management. Trash and recycling removal from the peninsula is a difficult and expensive procedure. Now that the Kalaupapa landfill has been officially closed, it is essential for the well being of the community that there is as little incoming waste from visitors as possible.

If you are visiting for the day, we ask that you take everything that you brought with you when you leave.  If you buy any products in the park, you may make use of the available receptacles.  We would prefer that even products bought in the park are taken out with you as well.  This system will provide for as little visitor impact to our park as possible.

If you have been sponsored and are an overnight visitor at Kalaupapa there are several items that we ask you to not bring into the park.  Please do not bring any plates, forks, cups or any other utensils with you.  These amenities will be provided for you when you enter the park.  We ask that you bring as little non-recyclable and non-biodegradable materials with you.  Kalaupapa must pay for trash to be removed by Kamaka Airlines and any extra trash will increase cost of transportation.  The following items cannot be recycled or composted:

Styrofoam

Packing Peanuts

Plastic Wares

Waxed paper products like paper plates, paper cups and milk cartons
If you do need to bring any of these items, please take them out with you when you leave.

Kalaupapa is a climate friendly park, we are trying to lower our carbon emissions to a negligible amount so that we can lead in the field of environmental sustainability.  We ask that as visitors to our park remember to turn the lights off when you are not using them, hang out your laundry on sunny days, and minimize water use when ever possible.  

For all other visitors we ask that you abide by the following policies:
Pack it in, Pack it out 

We ask that you take anything that you brought with you into the park out with you when you leave. The pack in pack out policy simply reduces the amount of waste brought in by visitors to zero. Therefore is no potential for ecological damage. 

Recycling Program Guidelines 

If you are unable to pack out trash, recycling, or food waste that you brought with you into the park, you may participate in Kaluapapa’s recycling and compost program. The National Park Service has established the recycling and compost program to reduce the amount of non-reusable waste leaving the community. This service is primarily meant for the residents of Kalaupapa. We ask that you carefully read and understand the recycling guidelines before you enter the park. Once you enter the park, you will be expected to properly separate out your recyclables and your food waste from your trash.  Pick-ups for these materials are Mondays and Thursdays. The trash, recyclable, and compost need to be out on the curb before 7 am; otherwise, they will not be picked up. Once the containers are picked up, you are expected to rinse out the compost bucket and return all of the bins and barrels to their proper location. 

Keep Spaces Clean 

If you are staying in visitor housing, please keep the housing as clean as possible. Once you are leaving Kalaupapa please check all cupboards and refrigerators to make sure that all food items have been removed and packed for disposal at your point of origin or composted in the available containers.
If you are unable to follow any of these requirements, please let your sponsor or host know. If you are unwilling or refuse to cooperate with these rules and regulations, you or your sponsor are subject to a fine and you will lose your right to return to Kalaupapa; and you will be asked to leave Kalaupapa; and you will be denied future permits to enter Kalaupapa.

Kalaupapa is a very beautiful and special place.  The rules and regulations are meant to protect Kalaupapa from any damage.  Your continued visitation is an important aspect of Kalaupapa.  We appreciate the willingness and acceptance of our visitors to change and adapt in order to better serve the Kalaupapa community.  We look forward to seeing you in Kalaupapa soon!
Please see the following chart for more details on what can and cannot be recycled in Kalaupapa 

If you have any questions or comments you can contact: 

Simon Anderson 

Community Sustainability Intern 

Kalaupapa National Historical Park 

Kalaupapa HI, 96742 

(808) 567-6802 Ext. 1313 

Simon_Anderson@partner.nps.gov
