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Fourth Graders Experience Kaloko-Honokōhau National Historical Park

On November 19 and 20, 2015, approximately 452 fourth grade students from 8 West Hawai‘i schools attended Kaloko- Honokōhau National Historical Park’s annual Children’s Cultural Festival. 

The event celebrated the opening of the Makahiki season. In ancient times, Makahiki was an annual four month season dedicated to Lono, the God of peace, agriculture, health, winds, and sports. Following a season of hard work, unnecessary work was suspended and the commoners were allowed to pay tribute then play. Although this was a time of rest, relaxation, and amusement, it was also a time to practice and refine their skills, sportsmanship, vigor, bravery, dexterity and good humor through games for the upcoming Kū (God of war, forest and rain and fishing) season when they returned to hard work and battles.

The Cultural Festival days began with protocol including the blowing of the pū (conch shell) and the carrying of the Lonomakua (Makahiki) pole.  The students were greeted with oli (chants) and a message about the Makahiki season.  The schools gave ho‘okupu (offering) for the ‘ahu (altar) and performed an oli as offering as well.  

There were two groupings of stations- mauka and makai, with students visiting 7 of  the 14 stations.  Stations included Nā Loko Wai Kai  (water cycle and anchialine pools), Ka Hana Paepae Pōhaku (stone masonry), Nā Manu (native birds), Ka ‘Ōlelo Hawai‘i  (Hawaiian language), Kaulana Mahina ( Hawaiian ,moon phases), Nā Lā‘au (native plants), Nā Pōhaku ( archaeology), Ka Wai Ola (infiltration), Nā Mea i Hana (neo-lithic tools and weapons), Nā Honu (Hawaiian Green Sea Turtles), Ka Hula Ka Wa‘a Ho‘okele (canoe culture), Ka ‘Oihana Lawai‘a (fishing techniques), and Ka ‘Īlioholoikauaua (Hawaiian monk seal).

Park staff greatly appreciated the support of our local volunteers and educators who helped provide meaningful educational, scientific and cultural learning experiences to 4th grader students in the community.

Superintendent Tammy Duchesne said of the event, “It is such an honor and treat to invite over 450 fourth graders to enjoy and learn about their local National Park. Through educational stations, children are able to discover the unique aquatic and terrestrial resources at the park and to also learn about traditional Native Hawaiian practices. We also used the festival as an opportunity to help students obtain “Every Kid in a Park” passes.  With the pass, all fourth grade students and their guests can gain free access to over 2,000 federally managed public lands for the entire year.”

To learn more about the Every Kid in a Park program, part of President Obama’s commitment to protect our nation’s unique outdoor spaces and ensure that every American has the opportunity to visit and enjoy them,  please visit www.everykidinapark.gov



***
[bookmark: _GoBack]Kaloko- Honokōhau National Historical Park was established in 1978 to preserve, interpret, and perpetuate traditional Native Hawaiian activities, values and culture and to demonstrate historic land use patterns.  For more information about the park, please visit http://www.nps.gov/kaho or call (808) 329-6881.

Experience Your America
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
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