A strong spirit

A combination of mysticism, raw strength, keen intelligence, and people management skills are required to construct a kuapä of this scale. The seawall is 30-40 ft wide and 6 ½  feet high stretching for 250 yards. It is five times greater than the average fishpond wall size in Hawai`i. It  is a giant puzzle of interlocking rocks. No cement is used, and the stones are not shaped. Masons describe the work not so much as placing the rock in the right spot, but listening to where the rock wants to be.

Legend holds that the menehune or little people built the fishponds in Hawai’i. Other stories tell of lines of men miles long passing pöhaku (stones) hand to hand. Whoever made the wall, they did so in the perfect spot and in an ingenious fashion. The kuapä is pourous. Water flows through and into the wall  helping absorb the battering energy of the waves. Watch the water break along the wall. The angle of the kuapä deflects the wave. Notice the pattern of breakers before they reach the wall. The waves build and break on a reef outside. Then they build again. The wall is deliberately placed at the point just before they break a second time, robbing them of their power. Engineers with laser transits and satellite data could not have done better.

The kuapä stood for hundreds of years as a testament to the people of Hawai`i and their skills. It was not until  people left the area and cement was put in the wall to reduce maintenance costs that the wall was destroyed by storms in the 1950’s. 

The National Park Service is rebuilding the wall as part of an ongoing  project to bring the pond to life. It is through project funds and federal support that the pond will live again. 

`A`ohe hana nui ke alu `ia- No task is to big when done together by all

