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Anza-Borrego Exhibit Wins Media Award
Every year, the National
Association for Interpretation
(NAI) sponsors an Interpretive
Media Awards Competition.
Products are nominated by
interpreters and managers in the
field, and judged by NAI
members of the Media Awards
Committee. The new Anza-
Borrego Desert State Park visitor
center exhibit was nominated
and selected as a recipient for
the 2006 Interior Exhibit
category. 

As people enter the visitor
center, the first display they see
is a relief map of the park, a
grinding stone, a variety of cacti,
and a life-size model of an

ancient vulture
swooping over a panel
dedicated to the 1776
Anza Expedition. This
is just the beginning of
an interactive and
informative exhibit
highlighting the park’s
cultural history, diverse
ecosystems, and
extensive fossil
collection.

The exhibit was
designed and built by Split
Rock Studios in 2005 to
replace older and outdated
displays. They are a renowned
firm that specializes in creating
cultural and natural history
exhibits. Their mission is to
engage people’s emotion as well
as their intellect. The Anza-
Borrego exhibit is uniquely
created to accommodate various
learning styles and ages, and
provide opportunities for
visitors to connect to the
resources protected in the park.

Anza-Borrego Desert State Park
is the largest California State
Park and has one of the longer
sections of Anza recreation trail.
In the park is Coyote Canyon,
the site of the 1775 Christmas
Eve birth during the Anza
expedition, and the passage
from the arduous desert

crossing to the lush landscape of
coastal California. 

Additional NAI Media Awards
Competition categories include
audio, curriculum, small and
large books, mulit-media, site
publication, trail guide,
video/film, and wayside (text
panel). For more information,
visit www.interpnet.com and
www.splitrockstudios.com.  

Anza display inside park visitor center

Anza-Borrego Desert State Park visitor Center
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From the Superintendent 

Stanley C. Bond

Noticias de Anza is a free quarterly publication of the
National Park Service. Unless otherwise noted, all
articles and images are in the public domain and may
be used by any interested party. Articles and
photographs from the public are welcome. Please
email your submissions requests with  “Contact us”
on www.nps.gov/juba.

Deadlines
March 1 for April issue

June 1 for July issue
September 1 for October issue
December 1 for January issue
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National Park Service

Reinvigorating Anza Communities

The community of San Juan Bautista in San Benito
County, California retains much of its historic
character with the mission, town plaza, and several
standing adobes. The recreational section of the
Anza Trail, found on the outskirts of town, offers
spectacular views and a great hike, bike, or
horseback ride. 

How do we pull all of these outstanding features
together for a true Anza experience? How do we
include other important destinations- in this case
Pinnacles National Monument, Henry Coe State
Park, and Franciscan Mountain State Park? What
about local businesses? 

Recently, I met with businessmen, residents, state
park, and local government officials in San Juan
Bautista to learn their interests and ideas for
promoting their community. Anza Trail staff, staff
from the NPS Rivers, Trails, and Conservation
Assistance Program, and staff from the Cultural
Resources program plan to work with the San Juan
Bautista community on an integrated plan to
promote the area as a heritage destination and
place of natural beauty. 

Also included will be staff from Pinnacles National
Monument and California State Parks. Our goal is
to preserve San Juan Bautista, interpret and extend
access to the Anza Trail, and inform visitors about
all of the exciting places they can visit in this small
region. We believe such a program can benefit San
Juan Bautista. Can the Anza Trail help you?

Happy Holidays to All!!  

Conferences, Symposiums, Trips & Training

Symposium on “The Anza Trail”
Santa Clara University, CA
Saturday, January 20, 2007, 2:00-4:00 pm
See details on page 11 in Anuncios.

California Mission Studies Association Conference
Mission Dolores in San Francisco, CA
Saturday, February 17, 2007, sessions 9:00-3:00 pm
See details on page 11 in Anuncios.

Anza Society Conference
Hermosillo, Sonora, Mexico
March 8-11, 2007
See details on page 11 in Anuncios.

New Frontiers, Next Stages
Association of Partners for Public Lands
March 18-22, 2007 in Sacramento, CA
For information, call (877) 647-2775 or visit www.appl.org

Tour Anza’s Basque Country in Spain
April 10-23, 2007  Canceled!!
Rescheduled for October 1-14, 2007. For information
contact Linda Rushton at (602) 993-1162.

Creating Planning Connections: Linking Trails, Rivers,
Byways and Greenways
Austin, TX
May 6-10, 2007
National Association of Recreation Resource Planners
conference. For information, call (703) 416-0060 or visit
www.narrp.org.  



Missing GPS Unit!
Have you seen this Garmin
GPS V Personal Navigator?

The portable unit can lay on its
side or stand up as shown in
the photo. It may have been
borrowed from the Anza Trail
Headquarters office. 

If you know where it is
located, please contact the
staff by calling (510) 817-1323
or visiting www.nps.gov/juba.

Thank you! 

3

In preparation for the House and Senate
budget hearings, about 50 nonprofit trail
partners come to Washington, D.C. February
12-13 for “public interest advocacy,” also
called “Hike-the-Hill,” organized by the
American Hiking Society and the
Partnership for the National Trails.  

Trails Advocay Week
on Capital Hill

New Director for the 
National Park Service
Mary Bomar has been appointed the new

Director of the National
Park Service. She has
been the Northeast
Regional Director since
July 2005 and
Superintendent of
several National Park
Service sites. While she
was the service’s
Oklahoma State
Coordinator, she had
some experience with
national historic trail
issues. New National Park Service

Director, Mary Bomar

New on-line training for trail volunteers interested in
gaining public support and preserving the Anza Trail
story for future generations. 

Learn to deliver personalized and meaningful
experiences for the public. Connect people to the
resources of the trail and enhance their commitment
for preservation.

Anza Trail Volunteer Program
will pay the tuition for trail
volunteers. For more
information, contact
Volunteer Program
Manager, Margaret Styles
at (510) 817-1323 or sent
an email on
www.nps.gov/juba. 

Brought to you by the National
Park Service Interpretive
Development Program and the
Eppley Institute for Parks and
Public Lands

Are you Connecting?Jeff Axel Returns to Arizona!
National Park Service Park Ranger, Jeff Axel,
is now working with Anza Trail partners in
Arizona for the winter. His office is in

Tucson, but he is
traveling the state
assisting with trail
related  projects.

Welcome back!
Starting January 16,
contact Jeff at 
(520) 791-6425. 
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Amigos Ride Again! 
School Documentary Films Castle Rock Junior Riders

From Castle Rock Arabians

What better way to learn
about early Spanish
California history than to live
it? Sure, these kids studied
the California Missions in
their third grade class, but
they didn't how the west was
settled until they dressed like
Spanish colonist and rode the
dusty trail themselves.

On Friday, November 10,
2006, about 20 juniors,
sponsored by Castle Rock
Arabians, had an opportunity
to ride in the steps of Spanish
Explorer Juan Bautista de
Anza. The San Ramon Valley
Unified School District in
Contra Costa County,
California was filming a
documentary. 

After Lt. Col. Anza selected sites for the San
Francisco Presidio and Mission, he explored
Contra Costa County where the hills looked pretty
much the same then as it does now-thanks to our
great East Bay Regional Park District open space!

Since 168 of these 268 intrepid travelers were
children under the age of 11, it was appropriate for
this expedition to include our junior riders who
are called the Amigos de Anza Mounted Drill
Team. For information on being a part of the
Amigos de Anza, call 925 937 7661 or check our
website at www.castlerockarabians.com.  

Castle Rock Junior Riders portraying 1776 Anza expedition 

Date Correction

In the October 2006 issue of Noticias de Anza, the front
page article stated that widow María Feliciana Arballo
married Juan Francisco López at San Gabriel on March 6,
1776. The book of marriages from Mission San Gabriel
indicate that they married on the 7th of April 1776.

2006 Pasados del Presidio in San Francisco, CA.
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Along the Trail

Peralta Hacienda Historical Park Grand
Opening: Oakland, CA
October 15
Neighbors and visitors
enjoyed the activities
during the park’s grand
opening such as an
outdoor exhibit,
children’s crafts, live
entertainment,
costumed interpreters,
tours of the restored
1870 Peralta House,
indigenous peoples’
ceremonies, and more. The park will unveiled a 100
ft. long by 3 ft. thick adobe wall commemorating
the Peralta Family rancho, the first European built
structure in the East Bay. 

Anza Days: Tubac Presidio State Historic Park, AZ
October 21-22

Arizona State
Parks launched
their 50th
Anniversary
during the Anza
Days event. The
living history
event
represented
many time
periods of the

Southern Arizona area. Festivities included the play
revival of “How Far Felipe!” a children’s story of the
Anza expedition, and the ride from Tumacácori
NHP to Tubac Presidio SHP. Anza Trail Coalition of
Arizona provided information about the Anza Trail.

Anza Trail Rails-to-Trails: Cupertino, CA
The railroad for the Hansen Quarry is expected to
go out of service in 20 years. Acquisition of the
right-of-way or easement is anticipated since the
corridor is designated as a proposed trail through
Santa Clara County West Valley.

Adjoining Trail Construction: Paso Robles, CA
Public trail construction by the Upper Salinas-Las
Tablas Resource Conservation District and the
California Conservation Corps along the Salinas
River. The local Amigos de Anza organization have
hopes that this new section of trail will be
designated as a recreational loop connecting with
the Anza historic route.

Pinal County Awarded Rivers, Trails, and
Conservation Assistance Program Support:
Florence, AZ
The Anza National Historic Trail within Pinal County
will be providing technical assistance to support the
development of approximately 40 miles of non-
motorized trail within the Anza Trail historic
corridor. The route will be an important connector
creating a network of walking and bicycling trails
linking parks, communities, and historic areas. Pinal
County, National Park Service, Anza Coalition,
Arizona State Parks, and community leaders will
work together to prepare a master plan. The route
is one of three major trails identified in the
County’s Open Space and Trails Master Plan.
Congratulations! For more information, contact
Kent Taylor at (520) 866-6910.
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Founder’s Day Celebrations: San Jose, CA
November 18-19

Historic Bernal
Ranch in Santa
Teresa Park and the
Peralta Adobe both
celebrated the
founding of El
Pueblo de San José,
which was on
November 29,
1777. Visitors
enjoyed music,
dance

performances, costumed interpreters, cooking
demonstrations, exhibits, and hands-on activities
for all ages. Visitors were able to try on period
Spanish Colonial military clothing representing the
1776 Anza expedition and march around the event

grounds. Several of the Anza expedition members
became founders of San José. Descendants of the
Bernal family, as well as other family descendants,
were present to talk with visitors and share their
family history. 

Along the Trail
(continued from pg 5)

(Excerpt from Dr. Sponernberg study of Cruce herd)
The Kino horses from the Cruce herd are one of a very
small handful of horse strains derived from Spanish Colonial
days that persist as purely Spanish to the present day. Most
other strains have long been absorbed into the Quarter
Horse breed or have become extinct. The Cruce horses are
of great interest because they are a non-feral strain. 

The need to conserve this herd is great, since they do
represent an unique genetic resource. The Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations has become
interested in rare breed conservation over the last fifteen
years. Their interest in horses is limited to those breeds that
are  not influenced by the Arabian and the Thoroughbred
because of their incredible scarcity worldwide. 

The Cruce herd of Kino horses fit in this
category and of great interest and importance
to worldwide efforts to conserve genetically
unique populations of livestock. 

The Kino horses were often used during the
Spanish Colonial period of exploration and
most likely used during both Anza expedition
in 1774-74 and 1775-76. For those who
attended the 2006 Pasados del Presidio in San
Francisco on June 27, you witnessed Anza
arrive at the ceremony on one of these horses.
The Cruce herd are now at Rancho del Sueño
through the Heritage Discovery Center, Inc.

To help preserve the herd or obtain more
information, visit 
http://www.knxu.com/~HDC/RDShorses.html

Rare Pure Spanish Horses

2006 Pasados del Presidio, San Francisco
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To view the entire Anza Trail Guide, visit www.nps.gov/juba.
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Books for Sale
Testimonios: Early California through the Eyes of Women, 1815-1848
Translated with introduction and commentary by Rose Marie Beebe and
Robert m. Senkewicz  

(Excerpt from Heyday Books website www.heydaybooks.com)

“‘Testimonios is a pioneering work of scholarship and critical interpretation by two of the finest
Hispanicists active in early California studies. It is also a deeply moving act of liberation in which
thirteen women are called forth from the tomb of neglected history so that they might at long
last speak to us of their lives and times and the California they helped bring into being.’—Kevin
Starr, Professor of History, University of Southern California

“From the editors of the highly influential Lands of Promise and Despair, here are thirteen
women’s firsthand accounts from the time California was part of Spain and Mexico.

“When in the early 1870s historian Hubert Howe
Bancroft sent interviewers out to gather oral
histories from the pre-statehood gentry of
California, he didn’t count on one thing: the
women. When the men weren’t available, the
interviewers collected the stories of the women
of the household—almost as an afterthought.
These were eventually archived at the University
of California, although many were all but
forgotten.

“Having lived through the gold rush and seen
their country change so drastically, these
women understood the need to tell the full
story of the people and the places that were
their California. Some of their words are
translated here into English for the first
time.” 

Available from publisher
Cloth ISBN: 1-59714-032-5
$27.50
Trade Paper ISBN: 1-59714-033-3
$18.95
512 pp, with b&w photos, maps,
glossary, and index

Heyday Books
www.heydaybooks.com

Check local bookstores!
Join the author presentation and book
signing in San Francisco on January 25! 

See Anuncios on next page.
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January
20 Symposium on “The Anza Trail”: Santa Clara University, CA

2:00-4:00 pm
Santa Clara University, 500 El Camino Real, Santa Clara, CA 95053

California Studies Initiative at SCU & California Legacy Project symposium with panelists
Vladimir Guerrero, Lee Davis, Greg Bernal-Mendoza Smestad, & Stanley Bond. Sponsored
by SCU and Heyday Books. SCU Benson Student Union in the California Mission Room. 
For information visit www.scu.edu/californiastudites/upcomingevents.cfm   

(NPS Anza Trail staff present)
25 Californio Women: San Francisco, CA

6:00 pm
California Historical Society Gallery, 678 Mission Street, San Francisco, CA 94105

Hear first hand accounts of 13 historical women who lived in California during the
Spanish/Mexican period. Their words have been translated for the first time in the book
“Testimonios: Early California through the Eyes of Women, 1815-1848.” Editors Rose Marie
Beebe and Robert M. Senkewicz will discuss these accounts. (415) 357-1848 x229 or
www.californiahistoricalsociety.org.   (NPS Anza Trail staff present)

26-28 Los Californianos Meeting: Salinas, CA
Laurel Inn, 801 West Laurel Drive, Salinas, CA 93906
Quarterly meeting. Register by January 24. For information, call Mike Ford (831) 262-7393.

February
17 California Mission Studies Association Conference: San Francisco, CA

9:00 - 3:00 pm (sessions)
Mission Dolores, 3371 16th Street, San Francisco, CA 94114

Includes session titled “New Perspectives on the Anza Expeditions” about clothing, creating
recent trail guide & audio CD, Chief Salvador Palma of the Yumas, & Indian partners. For
information visit www.ca-missions.org/   (NPS Anza Trail staff present)

25 Anza en Calabazas 1776: Calabasas, CA
2:00 pm
Soka University of America, 26800 Mulhalland Hwy, Calabasas, CA 91302

Annual commemoration of Anza’s encampment in Calabasas on February 22, 1776.
Dramatic presentation produced by the Calabasas Anza Heritage Association. For
information, call Robin at (310) 327-5345 or at (818) 222-4617, or visit
http://www.commerceserveronline.com/579/rattlinralph/anzaencalabasas.asp

(NPS Anza Trail staff present)
March
8-11 Anza Society Conference: Hermosillo Sonora, Mexico

Sociedad Sonorense de Historia, A.C

The conference will have speakers from both sides of the border. The bus will leave the
Arizona Historical Society parking lot in Phoenix at 8:00 am. For more information, call
Linda Rushton at (602) 993-1162 or visit www.anzasociety.org

(NPS Anza Trail staff present)

See your announcement here! Contact us at www.nps.gov/juba.
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Noticias de Anza
The Newsletter of the Juan Bautista

de Anza National Historic Trail

One of 23 National Trails
A Millennium Trail

National Park Service
1111 Jackson Street, Suite 700

Oakland, California 94607
Attention: Stanley Bond

Address Correction Requested

Printed on recycled paper 

The National Park Service cares for the special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 

View from the Anza Trail 

Stenciled wall painting in the chapel at Mission San Antonio de Padua near Jolan, California.  Photo: Jeff Axel

For electronic copy, contact
us at www.nps.gov/juba


