
Alta California 
Here we come!

Juan Bautista de Anza Trail Expedition
of

1775 to 1776



Hardship & hope for a better life…

“Mijo and Mija.  We are no longer going 
to be poor farmers because I joined a 
Spanish military expedition to Alta 
California.  

“It will be a difficult 1640 miles as we 
will travel for 8 months across deserts, 
rivers, and face unknown troubles.  

“You and your siblings will help along 
the journey.”



Your younger sister or brother asks 
you the following question…

“How is moving to San Francisco 
better than staying in Mexico?”



Men who joined the army 
gained title to land



Who is Juan Bautista de Anza?

“He is extremely 
tolerant and 
patient, 
generous, and 
well-liked by the 
Indians.”

Father Font



Who joined the expedition?

Europeans, Indians, and 
Afro-Latinos



128 Children



Spanish Soldier’s Wife



Spanish Soldier



Indians





Horcasitas, New Spain to 
Colorado Crossing

• No minivan

• Pack mules 

• Last fort for 1000 miles



Choose one important item that you will 
pack on your journey.  It has to be useful.



Clothes and food provided to 
families by Spanish military



“¡Vayan subiendo!” 
“Everyone mount up!”

• Mass every 
morning

• Pack up

• Sing ‘Alabado’



Crossing the Colorado River

• Indian Guides

• Colorado River

• Children rode 
horses





Colorado Crossing to 
Mission San Gabriel

• 3,000 melons from Yuma 
Indians

• Washing clothes

• Next challenge?  
Crossing the desert



• 4 days

• Only 13 tents

• Who stays in a tent?

• Sense of community

Snow Storm in the Desert?



Arrive at Mission San Gabriel

• Rest for 1 month

• Mission Indians

• Cooking

• Games

• Earthquake





Mission San Gabriel to 
Presidio of Monterey

• Abundant 
wildlife

• Staying at 
missions



What is your chore?



Presidio of Monterey

• Traveling 4 
months

• Rest for 3 months

• Explore San 
Francisco Bay

• Anza returns to 
Mexico





Monterey to San Francisco

• June 27, 1776

• Build the Presidio

• New home and 
community



“How is moving to San Francisco 
better than staying in Mexico?”

• Crops and 
cattle

• One peso a 
day

• How could 
you help?



Californios

• Changed California history

• Family names and descendants today



Alta California 
Here we come!

Juan Bautista de Anza Trail Expedition
of

1775 to 1776
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