
Coming September 27th to a PBS station near you!
In the fall of 2009 PBS will air The National Parks: America’s Best Idea, a six-episode 
series by filmmaker Ken Burns and writer Dayton Duncan. The poignant and inspiring 
documentary explores people of diverse backgrounds helping to save and protect the 
precious land they love.

For more information on the series, please visit the PBS website www.pbs.org/nationalparks 
and check in September for your local viewing schedule.

Some “Best Ideas” for You
National Parks encompass parts of America’s significant heritage and magnificent land-
scapes. Joshua Tree National Park would like to share several ideas about how you can 
experience and support your national parks:

■ Visit Joshua Tree National Park
The Joshua Tree website: www.nps.gov/jotr provides a wealth of information to 
help you plan a visit to the park, including directions, hours, fees and reservations, 
activities, and things to know before you come. You can also call 760-367-5522 or 
email jotr_information@nps.gov to request information. 

■ Become a Jr. Ranger
Traveling with children? Encourage them to become Jr. Rangers. The new Jr. Ranger 
program will be unveiled in late fall of 2009. This is a great opportunity for children 
to learn about Joshua Tree National Park with age appropriate activities. Pick up a 
free workbook at any visitor center or entrance station and receive a Jr. Ranger badge 
upon completion. Also check out the Web Rangers site at www.nps.gov/webrangers.

■ Volunteer
Volunteer opportunities are available whether you are spending one day in the park 
or will be in the area for an extended period. Volunteers help eradicate non-native 
plants, remove downed balloons before wildlife choke on them, work in the plant 
nursery, and much more. You may call 760-367-5524 or email laureen_lentz@nps.
gov for more information. 

■ Support Our Environment
Want to help better our environment but not sure how? Pick up a free copy of Do 
Your Part – Be Desert Smart at any visitor center. You will discover checklists and 
activities to help your family become Air, Earth, Energy, Recycling and Water Smart. 

■ Enjoy Park Visitor Facilities
Your entrance fees and tax dollars fund the maintenance and improvement of 
the visitor facilities at Joshua Tree National Park. This includes solar panels that 
supply clean, quiet energy at campground, amphitheaters and visitor centers, well 
maintained and marked trails, wayside exhibits, durable picnic tables and clean 
restrooms to enhance your camping experience, and realigned roads with pullouts 
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that allow safer sightseeing. 

■ Experience Your America
There are 392 National Park sites across America for you to explore and enjoy. You 
can learn more about them or how to plan your visit at www.nps.gov. 

■ Make a Donation
Want to make a donation to Joshua Tree National Park? Contact Marian Tremblay 
with the Joshua Tree National Park Association at 760-367-5525 or via email: mail@
joshuatree.org.

■ Share Your Thoughts and Experiences
We would love to hear about your experience at Joshua Tree National Park. Please 
send comments to: Superintendent Curt Sauer, Joshua Tree National Park, 74458 
National Park Drive, Twentynine Palms, CA 92277, or pick up a visitor comment 
form at any visitor center or entrance station. You may also email your thoughts to 
jotr_superintendent@nps.gov.


