Joshua Tree National Park
Wildflower Report

Updated May 15, 2015

Weekly wildflower reports are posted on the park website, http://fwww.nps.gov/jotr/planyourvisit/blooms.htm,
throughout the peak season (typically mid-February through early May). Add your observations and photos of
wildflowers to the Joshua Tree National Park Wildflower Watch project using the free app iNaturalist, or check it
out online at http://fwww.inaturalist.org/projects/joshua-tree-national-park-wildflower-watch.
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Foxtail cactus

(Coryphantha Although many of them are past their prime, scaly-stemmed sand plant (Pholisma arenarium) can
alversonii) are be found in the Twin Tanks area off the California Riding and Hiking Trail. Other flowers

few and far blooming in the area include chia (Salvia columbariae), Canterbury bells (Phacelia campanularia),
between, but they sand mat (Chamaesyce albomarginata), creosote (Larrea tridentata), Fremont’s phacelia (Phacelia
are in bloom. fremontii), and Wallace’s woolly daisy (Eriophyllum wallacei).

Juniper Flat
Backcountry trails off of
Keys View Road

Chia (Salvia columbariae), cparosa (Justicia Pap erba:g bush (SCL(thilla_r 'a rrllzeIX;CaX?) cla $ Eeffm,:ﬁd n |
californica), Arizona lupine (Lupinus arizonicus), and tidy ]rcrllany P aﬁ; arOL:n ;mpet: a 'Ab S0 00." or the purple
tips (Layia glandulosa) are showing in Juniper Flats. owers of Desert sand-verbena (Abronia villosa).




Queen Valley

Includes Barker Dam,
Desert Queen Mine, Wal
Street Mill, Echo T, and
Bighorn Pass Road

New Mexico thistle
(Cirsium
neomexicanum) can be
found on the Barker
Dam Trail.

Desert Woolystar
(Eriastrum eremicum)
is commin in Queen
Valley

Desert sand-verbena (Abronia villosa) is showing in the drainages off Bighorn Pass and
Desert Queen Roads. Their colors are especially vibrant at sunset. Other flowers currently
blooming in the Queen Valley area include rock live forever (Dudleya saxosa), hop sage
(Grayia spinosa), Fremont pin cushion (Chaenactic fremontii), paper bag bush (Scutellaria
mexicana), Wallace’s woolly daisy (Eriophyllum wallacei), hedgehog cactus (Echinocereus
engelmannii), beavertail cactus (Opuntia basilaris), desert marigold (Baileya pleniradiata),
and hole-in-the-sand plant (Nicolletia occidentals).

Keys View Road
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Keep an eye out for mariposa |
(Coleogyne ramosissima), and fringed onion (Allium fimbriatum).

Desert calico (Loeseliastrum
matthewsii)
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Wallace’s wol isy (Eriophyllum

wallacei)




Cottonwood

Cottonwood

The Southern half of the
park including the
Cottonwood Visitor
Center and nearby trails.
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Pfi’ckly pear (Opuntia phaéacantha), prince’s plume (Stanleya pinnata), and desert senna (Senna armata)
are about all that’s left blooming in the Colorado Desert portion of the park.
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Let Them Grow

Leave wildflowers undisturbed for others to enjoy. Joshua Tree was first established
as a national monument in 1936 to protect desert vegetation that was being carried
away and planted in Los Angeles gardens. Today, help us continue in our mission
“to preserve unimpaired” the beautiful plants of the Mojave and Colorado Deserts:
don’t pick wildflowers.



EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA™



