V

VANDALISM

“Unless destroyed by man, they live on indefinitely until burned, smashed by lightning, or cast down by storms, or by the giving way of the ground on which they stand. The age of one that was felled in the Calaveras Grove, for the sake of having its stump for a dancing-floor, was about 1300 years, and its diameter, measured across the stump, 24 feet inside the bark.”

               THE MOUNTAINS OF CALIFORNIA, pg.129

VEGETARIANISM

"Some people miss flesh as a drunkard misses his dram. This depraved appetite stands greatly in the way of free days on the mountains, for meat of any kind is hard to carry, and makes a repulsive mess when jammed in a pack...So also the butter and milk habit has seized most people; bread without butter or coffee without milk is an awful calamity, as if everything before being put in our mouth must first be held under a cow."

               JOHN OF THE MOUNTAINS, pg. 97

VOLCANOES

"Like gigantic geysers, spouting hot stone instead of hot water, they work and sleep, and we have no sure means of knowing whether they are only sleeping or dead."

               STEEP TRAILS, pg.39

