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 Johnstown Flood National Memorial and Christ Centered Community Mission Outreach SELECTED AS 2012 NATIONAL PARK FOUNDATION AMERICA’S BEST IDEA GRANT RECIPIENTS
Johnstown Flood National Memorial Joins 48 Parks Across the Country to Participate In Foundation’s 2012 Program

 May 30, 2012 – Johnstown Flood National Memorial has been selected as one of 49 national parks participating in the 2012 America’s Best Idea program sponsored by the National Park Foundation, the official charity of America’s national parks. Inspired by the critically-acclaimed Ken Burns documentary The National Parks: America’s Best Idea, the America’s Best Idea grant program funds park projects designed to connect diverse, under-engaged populations throughout the United States with their national parks in innovative and meaningful ways. 

“We are proud to provide the much needed support to create unique opportunities for all Americans to personally connect with their national parks,” said Neil Mulholland, President and CEO of the National Park Foundation. “The America’s Best Idea grants are often the catalyst for extraordinary experiences that develop into lifelong relationships with our national parks for the program participants.”

“Park staff and our partners at the Christ Centered Community Mission Outreach (CCCMO) are honored to receive this grant,” said Superintendent Jeff Reinbold. “We received just under $15,000 to design and implement a program that will connect the young people associated with CCCMO, to our local national parks, and to the unique cultural and natural resources of our region. The National Park Foundation has provided tremendous support to the National Park Service sites in Western Pennsylvania in the past and we are grateful for the continued funding.”

This grant supports a program that over the next seven months will engage CCCMO youth and their adult leaders in a variety of outdoor recreational experiences like canoeing, fishing, hiking and camping and will also take them to Johnstown Flood National Memorial, Allegheny Portage Railroad National Historic Site and Flight 93 National Memorial as well as several state and local parks. The program will take an inter-disciplinary approach and participants will learn about history, issues related to the environment and gain outdoor experience at the same time. “In this region you can’t separate history, environmental issues and outdoor recreation and the places we’ll be exploring with these young people, like the Staple Bend Tunnel Trail, really demonstrate this interconnectedness”, says Johnstown Flood National Memorial Chief of Interpretation, Megan O’Malley.

Johnstown Flood National Memorial’s partner in this grant, Christ Centered Community Mission Outreach, is led by CEO and Pastor, Reverend Sylvia King. Reverend King has been a youth mentor and community leader for many years and is the recipient of the YWCA of Greater Johnstown’s Yellow Rose Award at the May 31 Tribute to Women Awards. Both the partnership and program arose from Rev. King’s desire to provide young people with the opportunity to explore the outdoors in the same ways she did as a child. “In addition to the physical benefits, the outdoors have something more to offer. Cognitive and social and emotional developments are impacted. When outside, children are more likely to invent games which enhances their creativity.”

The Johnstown Flood National Memorial and Christ Centered Community Mission Outreach held an informal kick-off at Roxbury Park on May 1 and have events planned throughout May, June and July. The summer program will culminate in a 5 day “camp” in August that will include day-long hiking, fishing and biking adventures and an overnight camping trip. Events are planned throughout the fall and into the early winter.

For a full listing of participating parks and program descriptions, please visit the National Park Foundation website.

The National Park Foundation, Johnstown Flood National Memorial and Christ Centered Community Mission Outreach wish to thank L.L. Bean, DISNEY, the Anschutz Foundation, and the Ahmanson Foundation for their generous support of the America’s Best Idea program. 

For more information on the National Park Foundation or how you can support and protect America’s national parks, please visit www.nationalparks.org.

For more information about Johnstown Flood National Memorial please visit www.nps.gov/jofl

About the National Park Foundation. You are the owner of 84 million acres of the world’s most treasured memorials, landscapes, ecosystems, and historic sites -- all protected in America’s nearly 400 national parks.  Chartered by Congress, the National Park Foundation is the official charity of America’s national parks.  We work hand in hand with the National Park Service to connect you and all Americans to the parks, and to make sure that they are preserved for the generations who will follow.  Join us in supporting your national parks -- this is your land. www.nationalparks.org
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