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EXPLORE, LEARN, PROTECT 
 
 
 
 

 

THE JUNIOR 
RANGER WAY! 

 
 
 
 

 

Welcome to the Johnstown Flood National Memorial! 
 
If you have this booklet, GREAT! You want to become a Junior Ranger!  
As a Junior Ranger, you help the National Park Service in its mission.  
You will help to preserve and protect the park and its resources for 
future generations.   
 
To become a Junior Ranger, just complete the booklet’s activities

South Fork, PA 15956 

 and 
take it to the Park’s information desk in the Visitor Center.  The Park 
Staff will review your completed booklet and swear you in as a Junior 
Ranger and give you your official Junior Ranger Badge and Certificate.   
 
Have Fun!  If you have any questions, don’t be afraid to ask any Park 
Ranger or Park Staff for help!  You can also have a parent, 
grandparent, friend, brother or sister, or another adult you know, help 
you. 
 
If you can’t finish the booklet at the park, or have had a booklet sent 
to you, just complete the booklet, sign the Junior Ranger Promise, and 
send everything to: 
 
Johnstown Flood National Memorial 
National Park Service 
733 Lake Road 
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The National Park Service 
The National Park Service is part of the federal government 

of the United States. 
The National Park Service was established on August 25, 

1916. 
 

The National Park Service preserves and protects about 400 
sites.  These include National Parks, National Battlefields, 

National Highways, National Seashores, National 
Monuments, and National Memorials, like the Johnstown 

Flood National Memorial. 
 

Is there a National Park in the state you live in?  What is it? 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Have you been to many National Parks?  Can you remember the names of those parks 
you have visited? 

 
____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

See if you can fill in the blanks to find out which National Parks are in the states marked. 
 
 

 
              A_ _ EG _ _ _ _    P_ _T _ _ _   R_ _ L_ _ _ D 
 
 Y_ L _ _ _ S_ _ _ E 
 
 
  
 
 
D_ _ _ S _ _ _        W _ _ _ _ T   B_ _ TH_ _ _ 
 

 
 

       L_ _ _  B_ D _ 
         M _ _T _ _    L_ T _ _ R    K_ _ G    JR. 
 
             
       M _ M_ _ _ _   C_ _ _ 
 
G_ _ _ D   C_ _ Y_ _ 
    E_ _ _ GL _ _ _ _ 
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WORKING FOR THE NATIONAL PARK 
SERVICE 

 

 

It takes many different kinds of people to maintain a National Park.  At 
Johnstown Flood National Memorial, there are: 

 Interpretive Park Rangers:  who teach us about the history of the park 
 
 Law Enforcement Rangers:  who keep visitors and the park safe 

 
 Natural Resource Rangers:  who study and teach us about plants, 

water, wildlife, and other natural resources 
 

 Maintenance employees:   who keep the park clean, maintain our 
building, roads, and trails, fix our vehicles, and care for the land 
 

 Cultural Resources employees:  who may excavate (dig) archeological 
sites within the park, preserve artifacts so others can see them, 
restore historic buildings, or care for historic landscapes 
 

 Volunteers:  who give their own valuable time, helping in many ways 
to educate the public and preserve the park 

 

 
Repairs the park vehicles 
 
Maintains the park’s artifacts  
 
Keeps a record of animals in the 
park 
 
Gives historic programs and tours 
 
Makes sure people go the speed 
limit in the park 
 
All of the Above 
 

Draw a line to match the job with the NPS employee: 

Interpretive Park Rangers 
 
Cultural Resource 
Rangers/Employees 
 
Volunteers 
 
Maintenance Employees 
 
Natural Resource 
Rangers/Employees 
 
Law Enforcement Rangers 
 

 
Which type of NPS employee would you like to be?   
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
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 Information Detective 
 

Look around the Park’s Visitor Center and all of the exhibits for 
your clues.   

 
You will then find the answers to the blanks below.   

1) Who built the South Fork Dam in 1853? ______________________ 

_____________________________________ 
2) For what purpose was the South Fork Dam originally built? 

_____________________________________ 
3) Who were the last owners of the South Fork Dam/Lake Conemaugh? 

_____________________________________ 
4) List two changes that were made to the design and construction of the 

dam under the ownership of the South Fork Fishing & Hunting Club 
that caused many people to blame the club for the tragedy.  

_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________ 

5) Who was the founder and first president of the South Fork Fishing & 
Hunting Club? 

_____________________________________ 
6) What was the approximate population of Johnstown at the time of the 

flood? 

_____________________________________ 
7) What Pennsylvania Governor sent the state militia to Johnstown for the 

relief and recovery effort after the Johnstown Flood in 1889? 

_____________________________________ 
8) Clara Barton came to Johnstown with the American Red Cross.  How 

long did she stay in Johnstown? 

_____________________________________ 
9) What were two of the most important jobs in Johnstown after the 

Flood of 1889? 

_____________________________________ 
  10)  Those suing the South Fork Fishing & Hunting Club claimed negligence 
 while the Club attorneys claimed the disaster was what? 

        _____________________________________ 
 

http://www.jaha.org/edu/flood/why/img/dam_gallery/pages/southfork_dam.html�
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.lessignets.com/signetsdiane/calendrier/images/mai/21/WcbbustCBarton18.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.lessignets.com/signetsdiane/calendrier/mai/21.htm&usg=__KLDrf-pswPBykfHqXohNBlWZnuU=&h=268&w=275&sz=19&hl=en&start=4&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=9htWQUt09gQcKM:&tbnh=111&tbnw=114&prev=/images?q=clara+barton&um=1&hl=en&safe=active&sa=N&tbs=isch:1�
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You are in charge of building a display or exhibit in the Johnstown Flood 

National Memorial Visitor Center.  Design you own!  

 
 

BE AN EXHIBIT DESIGNER 
 

1) I have chosen to display ___________________________________ 
 

2) People will be interested in looking at this because… 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 

 
3) If people ask me about my exhibit I will tell them these things… 

 
________________________________________________ 

 
________________________________________________ 
  

 

 

 

 

 

THIS IS WHAT MY EXHIBIT WILL LOOK LIKE 
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Critical thinking 

1. What events caused the  
Great Johnstown Flood  
of 1889? 

_________________ 
_________________ 
________________________________ 
________________________________ 
________________________________ 
________________________________ 
________________________________ 
________________________________ 
________________________________ 
 
 

2. What could have been done to prevent the flood? 

____________________ 
____________________ 
____________________
____________________ 
____________________ 
____________________ 
____________________ 
____________________ 

http://www.jaha.org/edu/flood/why/img/dam_gallery/pages/Harpers_Weekly_illus10004.html�
http://www.jaha.org/edu/flood/rebuild/img/survivors/pages/Cleanup_workers_in_.html�
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1) The South Fork Dam was once owned by the State of 
Pennsylvania. 

fACT OR FICTION 
 

Read the question and circle TRUE or FALSE. 
 
 
 

 
TRUE   FALSE 

 
2) The South Fork Dam was made with concrete. 

 
TRUE   FALSE 

 
3) The South Fork Dam was built without a spillway. 

 
TRUE   FALSE 

 
4) The town of Johnstown was built on a flood plain. 

 
TRUE   FALSE  

 
5) Elias Unger was the first president of the South Fork Fishing & 

Hunting Club. 
 

TRUE   FALSE 
 

6) The South Fork Dam only failed one time and that was in 1889. 
 

TRUE   FALSE 
 

7) There are no photographs of 
what the area looked like when it 
was owned by the South Fork 
Fishing & Hunting Club. 

 
TRUE  FALSE 

 
8) The town of Johnstown was already flooding, before the            

enormous wave of water from the South Fork Dam got to town. 
 

TRUE   FALSE 
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PUZZLE FUN! 
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  BE AN EXPLORER! 
WAIT DON’T GO!  DON’T YOU WANT TO VISIT THE SOUTH FORK DAM? 
Now that you have visited the Johnstown Flood National Memorial Visitor Center and learned 

all about the South Fork Fishing and Hunting Club, the South Fork Dam and the Johnstown 

Flood of 1889; take a walk to the remains of the South Fork Dam.  A National Park is more 

than a Visitor Center; we also preserve and protect the resources, which means that we try to 

preserve and protect the remains of the dam.   (I t is n o t n ecessa ry to  g o  to  th e dam /tra i l to  

co m p lete th e Jr.  Ra n g er P ro g ram !   Th is is a n  extra  a c tivi ty.

 

) 

1. The original dam that was built was 
72 feet high, 931 feet long, 270 
wide (at its base), and 10 feet wide 
at the top of the dam. 

While hiking to the dam 
remember the following: 

 
 

2. A valve control tower was out in 
the lake that regulated the flow of 
water out through 5 iron pipes that 
went through a stone culvert.   

3. After a break in the dam in the 
year 1862 the lake was completely 
drained, the valve control tower 
burned down, and the cast iron 
pipes were taken out and sold.  

4. The dam was made of 2ft. layers of 
clay and earth.  These layers were 
packed and rammed or pounded 
into place, then skimmed with 
water before the next layer.  This 
made it watertight. 

5. When looking out where the lake 
once was, use your imagination 
and try to envision a body of water 
in front of you.  At full capacity the 
lake was almost 450 acres of 
water, 50-60 feet deep in spots, 

a
n
d
 
h
eld about 20 million tons of water. 

6. There was a spillway that looked 
like a waterfall on the eastern-side 
of the dam.  It was 72 feet wide 
and 10 feet deep.  Later a bridge 
was built over it so that horses and 
carriages could cross over.   

7. In the picture on the right, you can 
see the fish screens that were built 
across the spillway 
to prevent the 
Club’s fish from 
escaping Lake 
Conemaugh and 
heading 
downstream.   

8. From where you are 
standing look onto the hillside that 
has the Johnstown Flood Memorial 
Visitor Center and the historic 
Unger House. This was the farm of 
Colonel Elias J. Unger, the last 
president of the South Fork Fishing 
& Hunting Club.   

 

You need a parent or guardian to drive 
you to the trailheads. (Get the directions 
at the Visitor Center information desk) 
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 A Grey or Red Squirrel                 A Sassafras                    A Chipmunk 
                                                                    (Tree or Leaf) 

Trail activity 
 

See if you can find these items while walking the trails in 
the park.   

 
 

  Japanese Knotweed           American Beech Leaf               Red-Winged   
                                                                                           Blackbird       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The National Park Service      A Monarch Butterfly                 Animal Tracks 
     Arrowhead Symbol       (or another kind of Butterfly or Moth) 
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TAKE HOME ACTIVITY  
 

See if you can find the different National Parks in the puzzle.  
Later, go to www.nps.gov

 
ANDERSONVILLE 
ANTIETAM 
ASSATEAGUE 
BADLANDS 
CATOCTIN 
DINOSAUR 

 to find out more information about these 
parks.   

 
E F P K Q Q M Q M A Q E M E P A C U W S L J O R Y  
M C Y Q Y U C F N L Y C W N T E T A F Y L E P G N  
N B N A S S A T E A G U E S S N T X T W H C S A O  
P W Q E I M I M G B A Z J S K V E R M O Z Z K Z C  
X W O W D E S L O A G H N U H H Q P O Z C K B S H  
H N R T T N M M S D A E S K E D S A P G M T T D S  
Q N S A S P E E L L I V N O S R E D N A L E I A A  
D N M S M E A P O A G O Y N O N I G A C A Y S N B  
W E O Z B P M C E N Y K C W K E Q Z A M K S P S P  
C V Z T D K U A U D I C E O X X L N T T A I S H Y  
C E V R P B J N J S N S N T A R G O O N Q O P L N  
J R W N Z M I G A R R I O S F K W A A I G B M A W  
H G S Z N B A G V T F Q T N Q N T M C O L E M C I  
A L O D J Q Z H O K V M S H B B O P N F M U Q Y U  
T A J H O I H Q M X U X W O O B E A G G C C U Z E  
E D S Z H X P F A U C R O J V Q P P A O M K D A C  
A E H Z J T H L T P E A L R D M U Q Q C X O E T M  
O S Y O S E M I T E K U L D I A L A K A E L A H N  
G Q O Y Z E A M R N U Y E T C U P Y F H N Z A O O  
N I P J C Z R G K N W F Y A F L D U Q E B V I N S  
V L Y M K S H Z C W I Y I R U A S O N I D Z I W I  
Z V J K M H M Y O C Y T L L A P C J Y Z W N L Y D  
T S N X Q D H S X L H F G J W R S N V W E H M D E  
R E X T L J G O X I K Z A A G Z X B L P N F H M X  
F D W L T J R K U V Y V Y B K Q M Z J V B A X D G  

EDISON 

EVERGLADES 
HALEAKALA 
HAMPTON 
INDEPENDENCE 
JAMESTOWN 
JOHNSTOWN 
MANASSAS 

PETROGLYPH 
STEAMTOWN 
TIMPANOGOS 
YELLOWSTONE 
YOSEMITE 
ZION 
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“I, _________________________, am proud to be a 
National Park Service Junior Ranger. I promise to 

appreciate, respect, and protect all national parks. I also 
promise to continue learning about the landscape, plants, 
animals and history of these special places. I will share 

what I learn with my friends and family.” 
 
 

Signed, _______________________ 
 
 

Junior Ranger Promise 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To help you remember when you  
came to the park, use the official  
Johnstown Flood  
National Memorial stamp! 
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For More Information 
 

National Park Service 

 
 

The National Park Service preserves unimpaired the natural and cultural 
resources and values of the national park system for the enjoyment, 

education, and inspiration of this and future generations. 
 

www.NPS.gov 
 

Johnstown Area Heritage Association 

 

The Johnstown Area Heritage Association is a non-profit, membership-
based organization that exists to preserve and showcase Johnstown's 
nationally significant stories to the nation. To do that, we provide high-
quality educational, cultural and recreational experiences in the area's 

unique historic settings. 

 

www.jaha.org 
 

National Park Service Web Rangers 

 
 

If you enjoyed the Junior Ranger program at Johnstown Flood National 
Memorial, you can go online and complete the webranger program. Once 

you’ve finished all the activities online, you get a patch and certificate! 

www.NPS.gov/WebRangers 
 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://profile.ak.fbcdn.net/object3/1671/18/n23986809990_3236.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.facebook.com/pages/Johnstown-PA/Johnstown-Area-Heritage-Association/23986809990&usg=__ZWbkk5cDA7Ag670clq8efpexhjc=&h=140&w=161&sz=4&hl=en&start=21&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=IP9YOFBty5jiMM:&tbnh=85&tbnw=98&prev=/images?q=johnstown+area+heritage+association&start=20&um=1&hl=en&safe=active&sa=N&ndsp=20&tbs=isch:1�
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