
83 Beals Street, Brookline, Massachusetts
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Birthplace of John Fitzgerald Kennedy

President Kennedy was born and spent his early childhood at
83 Beals Street in Brookline, Massachusetts.  His parents,
Joe and Rose Kennedy, bought this house just before they
were married in 1914.  “There was a sense of openness in
the neighborhood,” Mrs. Kennedy remembers, “with a
vacant lot on one side of us and another across the street,
and fine big shade trees lining the sidewalks.”

Four of the nine Kennedy children were born while the 
family lived here - Joe Jr., Jack, Rosemary, and Kathleen.
Jack was 3 1/2 years old when his parents sold the house at
83 Beals Street and moved to a larger home in the same
neighborhood, where they lived until 1927.



John Fitzgerald Kennedy, Six month baby photo
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

John F. Kennedy
b. May 29, 1917 - 3:00 p.m.

“When you hold your baby in your arms the first time
and you think of all the things you can say and do to
influence him it’s a tremendous responsibility.  What
you do with him and for him can influence not only
him, but everyone he meets and not for a day or a
month or a year but for time and eternity.

Years later, when Jack was elected president, I thought
how fortunate I was out of all the millions of mothers
in the United States to be the one to have her son
inaugurated president...”

Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy, 1969
From audio tour of birthplace
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Joe Jr. and Jack Kennedy, 83 Beals Street, c. 1919
JOHN F. KENNEDY LIBRARY

Joe Jr. and Jack Kennedy

Joe and Rose Kennedy held high expectations for
all their children, but especially for the two oldest
siblings.  Mrs. Kennedy believed, “In a family, all
the children are different.  The oldest boys usually
take more responsibility than the others.  Bring up
the oldest ones the way you want them all to go.”
Joe Jr. and Jack were expected to set good exam-
ples for the younger Kennedy children.  

The eldest son, Joe Jr., was a natural leader both
physically and intellectually.  Described as “strong
and glowingly handsome with dark blue eyes and a
sturdy frame,”Joe was the favored child and full of
promise.  Jack, on the other hand, was sickly and
small for his age.  His family joked that a mosquito
took a big risk in biting him!  Jack’s size didn’t pre-
vent him from competing with his older, stronger
brother.  Aside from their competitiveness with one
another, Joe Jr. and Jack were incredibly loyal
brothers.  



Jack Kennedy, Dexter Academy football team, 1926
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Young Jack Kennedy

Jack Kennedy began kindergarten at the Edward
Devotion School, a public elementary school down
the street from his house.  Edward Devotion School
had a reputation for academic excellence, but Jack
Kennedy often preferred daydreams to lessons.
When he was six years old, Jack ran home from
school to warn his mother that his teacher was coming
to talk to her about his idleness.  “You know, I’m get-
ting on all right,” he said, “and if you study too much,
you’re liable to go crazy!”

In 1924, Jack left the Devotion School to begin classes
at Dexter School, a private institution designed to pre-
pare young boys for a future Ivy League education.
At Dexter, Jack Kennedy studied history, geography,
math, science, English, reading, and penmanship.  He
did well in history and English, but not so well in math
and science, and was terrible at spelling.  In addition
to academics, part of every school day was devoted to
organized sports - field and ice hockey, tennis, soccer,
baseball, and football.  At age nine, Jack was chosen
as captain and quarterback of Dexter’s football team.
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