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Program focus: 

Brownie scouts will work with a park ranger to 

learn about the anatomy of insects and arachnids.  

Scouts will also explore the important rolls bugs 

play in our wetlands ecosystems. 
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A note to scout leaders: 

Thank you for your interest in having your scouts participate in the Bug badge program 

at the Barataria Preserve.  All of our programs at the Barataria Preserve are free and all 

supplies for the on-site activities are provided by the National Park Service.  We do not, 

however, have the merit badges themselves to give you once the scouts complete the 

program; your troop is responsible for providing those. 

The rest of the document includes all of the background material and instructions for 

both you the leader and the park ranger who will conduct your program.  You are welcome to 

read the “on-site activities” if you would like to be familiar with what you and your scouts will be 

doing during your time at Barataria, but please don’t give away all of the fun secrets   Please 

be sure to review and complete the pre-visit activity and post-visit activities, this is how your 

troop will be able to earn their badges.  

 

What to expect during your program at the Barataria Preserve: 

What you will see: 

 23,000 acre wetlands preserve located 16 miles from New Orleans on the west bank of 

the Mississippi River.   

 3 different types of wetlands habitats- of bottomland hardwood forests, swamps, and 

marshes  

 A safe home for hundreds of plant and animal species.   

Keep wildlife wild and safe by: 

 Stay on the trails at all times 

 No food on trails 

 Leave No Trace- no handling of wildlife or collecting plant materials  

What to bring: 

 Everyone should wear closed toed shoes, like hiking boot or sneakers, and clothes that 

can get dirty 

 Insect repellent and sunscreen 

 A refillable water bottle. 

 No food is allowed on any of our trails, but you are welcome to picnic in designated 

locations.  

 Your sense of fun and adventure!   
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Bugs Badge Program 

Estimated program length: 2 hours 

Introduction: 

Insects are all around us!  Even though some bugs might scare us a little, many, many 

insects are helpful to people.  Without bees, we would have pretty flowers to smell or yummy 

vegetables to eat.  Without spiders, some harmful insects would eat all of the farmers’ crops.  

During your visit to the Barataria Preserve, you will work with a Park Ranger to learn all about 

the insects and spiders that live in wetlands of south Louisiana.  Together, the scouts and the 

Ranger will learn about insect anatomy, habitat requirements, and what insects do for humans. 

 

Program Requirements: 

Each scout will have to complete one pre-visit activity, either independently or as a 

troop, 3 on-site activities with a park ranger, and 1 post-visit activity, either independently or as 

a troop.  All activities are based on Steps 1-5 of the Girl Scouts Tree Badge book.  

Scouts and leaders will provide their own materials for the pre-visit and post-visit 

activities, unless otherwise indicated in the materials below.  Jean Lafitte National Historical 

Park and Preserve will provide all of the supplies and materials required for the on-site 

programs.  

Once all requirements are completed by each scout, it is the troop’s responsibility to 

provide the badge, the National Park Service does not provide merit badges to troops.  
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Pre-Visit Activity- Adapted from Step 1 of the Tree badge booklet. 

Learning about Bugs! 

Each scout will choose a bug to learn more about.  Scouts may either choose a bug of 

their own or from the list provided.  Scouts will research the answers to the questions below. 

Common insects and arachnids to south Louisiana 

Carpenter Ant  

Bumble Bee 

Honey Bee 

Spiny Crab-like Orb 
Weaver Spider 

Eastern Pond Hawk 
dragonfly 

Praying Mantis 

Mosquito 

Click Beetle 

True Katydid 

Predaceous Diving 
Beetle 

Giant Water Bug 

Salvinia Weevil 

 
 

About My Bug: 
 

a. What does my critter eat? 
b. Where does my critter live? 
c. What predators, if any, does my critter have? 
d. How long does my critter live? 
e. What helpful or harmful things does my critter do for people? 
f. How should I behave around my critter? 
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Required Materials (Ranger provided) 

 Aerial and sweep nets 

 Bug jars 

 Tweezers 

 Hand lenses 

Required Materials (Ranger provided) 

 Scrap booking paper 

 Play dough 

 Dry erase boards 

 Insect and arachnid anatomy handouts 

 

On-Site Activities- Adapted from Steps 2-4 of the Tree badge booklet 

 

Bugs 101 

Duration: 20 minutes 

 Procedure: 

1. Become a Bug Expert!  Your ranger will review 

the basics of bug anatomy. 

2. We’ll discuss the differences between insects 

and arachnids, as well as talk about different strategies bugs use to hunt for food or 

hide from predators. 

3. Scouts will work in small working groups to create an anatomically correct insect or 

arachnids that “camouflages” to their piece of scrapbook paper.  Scouts will have to 

choose the appropriate colors to use.  

 

 

Bug Hunting! 

Duration: 45 minutes 

Procedure: 

1. The Ranger will review all safety rules 

with the scouts about going off trail and handling life bugs. 

 

2. Scouts will have 20-30 minutes to catch live bugs from around the Education Center. 

 

3. Scouts will work together to count and identify the bugs they have.  The scouts will 

analyze which capture methods worked best; the habitats needs for each critter; and 

ways for finding more creatures.  
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Required Materials (Ranger 

provided) 

 Coffee filters 

 Pipe cleaners 

 Markers 

 

From Creepy to Beautiful: Bug Art 

Duration: 30 minutes 

Procedure: 

1. The ranger will station the art supplies in one location. 

2. Scouts will take one coffee filter, one pipe cleaner, 

and markers of their choice. 

3. Scout will color and design the coffee filter as they wish. 

4. The ranger and troop leaders will show the scouts how to take the pipe cleaner and 

wrap it around the coffee filter to make a butterfly. 

5. The scouts may keep their art pieces.  

 

Wrapping Up the Day 

 Duration: 10 minutes 

The scouts and the ranger will review their feelings and thoughts about bugs.  Did the scouts 

gain a new appreciation for our littlest critters?  Can they identify basic differences between an 

ant and a butterfly; a wasp and a spider? a spider and a scorpion?  What rolls to these tiny 

animals play in our larger system?  What would happen if we didn’t have the critters anymore? 


