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PLAN YOUR TRIP
What are the park hours?

The park grounds are open from 5:00am- 11:00pm year-
round.

The Visitor center, museum, and tram lobby is open from
9:00am- 6:00pm during regular hours(the day after Labor
Day through Friday before Memorial Day) and 9:00am-
8:00pm during the summer (Memorial Day- Labor Day).
The last tram ride to the top goes up about one hour
before closing.

The Old Courthouse is currently closed for renovation.
How much does it cost to ride to the top of the arch?

Tickets are sold in person at the ticket counter or in
advance online at gatewayarch.com and cost between
$13 and $19.

Is the Old Courthouse open?

On Feb. 3, 2021, the National Park Service and Gateway
Arch Park Foundation announced that the Old Courthouse
at Gateway Arch National Park will undergo renovations
beginning in early 2023. The renovations are part of the
final component of the $380 million CityArchRiver project,

which has resulted in the revitalization of Gateway Arch
Park grounds, Arch Visitor Center, Museum at the
Gateway Arch, St. Louis Riverfront, Luther Ely Smith
Square, and Kiener Plaza.

The CityArchRiver project is the largest public-private
partnership in the history of the National Park Service.

Are pets allowed?

Yes, leashed pets are allowed on the grounds at Gateway
Arch National Park. Pets are not permitted in the visitor
center or in the Old Courthouse (this rule does not apply
to service dogs as defined under the ADA.) Pet excrement
must be immediately removed from the park or disposed
of in the trash receptacle. Pets may not be left unattended
or tied to light poles, handrails, trees, or other objects.
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ABOUT THE PARK

How large is the park?

The park covers about 91 acres of land.
Who designed the Arch?

Finnish American architect Eero Saarinen designed the
Arch. The tram ride was designed by engineer Dick
Bowser.

When was it built? The Arch was completed in October of
1965. The trams were completed by 1968.

How much did it cost to build?

The total building cost of the Arch was $13 million. The
$11 million cost of the Arch itself was made up of 75%
Federal funds and 25% City of St. Louis funds. The $2
million Arch transportation system was financed by the Bi-
State Development Agency.

How many stories tall is the arch?

The Arch is 63 stories tall.

Are there restrooms at the top?

There are no restrooms at the top of the arch.
ABOUT THE TRAM RIDE

Can wheelchair users ride to the top?

The tram ride to the top is not fully accessible to guests
with mobility impairments. There are no wheelchairs,
scooters, or strollers permitted to the top of the arch. To
reach the top and return visitors must be able to manage
at least 96 stairs, divided into 6 flights, and you may need
to stand for 30-60 minutes. There is a replica of the
keystone (final section placed in the Gateway Arch during
construction) in the tram lobby. The keystone provides an
accessible experience for everyone. Webcams at the top
of the Arch give visitors a live view from the top on the
replica keystone’s screens.

How big is the viewing area at the top?

The viewing area at the top can hold up to 80 people at
full capacity.
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How long can we stay at the top?

Visitors can expect to spend one tram cycle at the top.
This works out to be between 7-9 minutes at the top. A
complete tour to the top will range from 45-60 minutes.

Can we walk down the stairs?

There are 1,076 stairs in both legs of the arch. Stairs are
only used by maintenance and emergency personnel.

Is the Arch moving?

The arch is designed to sway as much as 18 inches in 150
mile per hour winds and it can withstand an earthquake.
Under normal conditions the arch does not sway however,
on a very windy day visitors should expect a minimal to
moderate amount of sway.

How far can you see in either direction at the top?
On a clear day visibility can extend up to 30 miles.
How to purchase tickets?

Available experiences as the Gateway Arch include the
Tram Ride to the Top, Documentary Movie, and Virtual
Reality Theater. Tickets for these experiences may be
purchased ahead of time at gatewayarch.com or in person
at the ticket booths located on the upper and lower levels

of the Museum at the Gateway Arch.

eHours, Open & Close, List of Programs

eEntrance to the Museum is free

e®Explore the museum galleries (text from archpark.org)

Colonial St. Louis: St. Louis was founded as a French fur
trading post in 1764 and prospered because of its
proximity to the Mississippi and Missouri rivers.

The European newcomers participated in travel and trade
networks that American Indians had used for centuries.
This gallery explores French colonial architecture, cuisine,
language, and Customs.
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Jefferson’s Vision: St. Louis shaped the West. President
Thomas Jefferson knew that the Spanish and British had
mapped much of the Pacific Coast and Canada. The Lewis
and Clark Expedition was part of Jefferson’s vision for the
United States and the ongoing struggle among nations for
supremacy in North America. In 1803, Jefferson asked
Meriwether Lewis to lead this critical mission. In May
1804, Lewis, Clark, and a crew of about 50 people set out
from the St. Louis area. They returned to St. Louis in
September 1806. More would go west from St. Louis to

trade and explore, shaping the future of the continent.
Learn more about the tools that were used to explore the
west and get a closer look at the plants and insects that
were examined during the expedition.

Riverfront Era: In 1817, the first steamboat arrived in St.
Louis which changed the city forever. Steamboats made
the Missouri River the gateway to the West. During the
1840s and 1850s, the St. Louis levee bustled with intense
daily activity. Hundreds of boats moored there each year.

The city made a fortune on fees charged at the port. The
Port of St. Louis was important as a Midwest distribution
point for goods from other parts of the United States and
for international imports, facilitating and fueling
westward. Use all your senses in this museum gallery to
learn more about life on the riverfront in the 1800’s.

New Frontiers: St. Louis began as a center of trade on
waterways, but in the late 1840s it became a
manufacturing city. By the 1870s, St. Louis ranked with
the top cities in the nation as a center of industrial might.
Rails sent manufactured goods west, creating an American
metropolis. What was the American West really like
during the 19th century? The mythic West has become

better known around the world than the actual history
and events of the period. Explore how people settled and
lived in the West, the myths that became the West’s
cultural legacy, and how industrial innovation changed St.
Louis and the nation.

Building the Gateway Arch: By the 1930s, railroads
absorbed a large share of the freight once shipped by river
and businesses relocated from the riverfront. Two years
after World War I, the Jefferson National Expansion
Memorial Association sponsored an architectural
competition torevive the riverfront. Learn how the
Gateway Arch became a reality.
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When Eero Saarinen’s design was chosen, no one had ever At Spz 3Syb oS T i Ll Eero Saarinen gyb 45 3k)
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