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Cave Tour Fee Free Day at Jewel Cave 

National Monument Saturday, September 30, 2006
Jewel Cave National Monument Superintendent Todd Suess today announced that the Monument will be waiving fees for cave tours on Saturday, September 30 in recognition of National Public Lands Day.  The Jewel Cave Visitor Center will be open from 8:00 a.m. through 4:30 p.m.
The National Park Service will join other Department of the Interior bureaus and the U. S. Department of Agriculture Forest Service in waiving all entrance fees on Sept. 30.  While there are no entrance fees at Jewel Cave, cave tour fees (which are expanded amenity fees) will be waived for the Scenic Cave Tour and Jewel Cave Discovery cave programs.  

"Fall in the Black Hills is a beautiful time to get out and see the scenery above and below ground,” said Superintendent Todd Suess. “This fee free day is a perfect time to enjoy the underground wilderness of Jewel Cave, the second longest cave in the World.  Exploration continues at Jewel Cave National Monument, we currently have surveyed 136 miles of cave passage and will continue to add to the surveyed length in the future.  If you can't make it out in September, plan a trip in sometime in the fall or winter, Jewel Cave is open all year for cave tours."

Scenic Cave Tours are limited to 30 participants per tour and will be available on a first-come, first-served basis.  These tours will be offered every 40 - 60 minutes throughout the day on September 30, with the first tour entering the cave at 8:40 a.m. and the last at 3:00 p.m.  Scenic Cave Tours are considered moderately strenuous, going both down and up 723 stairsteps over the course of a one-half mile walk.  The Scenic Tour takes approximately one hour and 20 minutes.
The Jewel Cave Discovery cave program will also be available.  This program is designed for visitors who wish to see Jewel Cave, but are not able to do the strenuous one-half mile walk with 40 flights of stairs.  It's also a great alternative for visitors with small children for whom the longer Scenic Tour may be too much.  The Discovery program is a 20-minute cave visit that allows participants to see one room in Jewel Cave for an introduction to the cave's natural and cultural histories.  They will also see examples of the calcite nailhead and dogtooth spar crystals that inspired the cave's name.  On Sept. 30, Jewel Cave Discovery programs will be offered six times, with the first program going into the cave at 8:55 a.m. and the last at 3:55 p.m.
The cave temperature is a cool 49 degrees Fahrenheit; light jackets and sturdy, low-heeled, rubber-soled walking shoes are recommended.  No large bags or backpacks are allowed in the cave.
For more information about Jewel Cave tours and the fee free day you may call 605-672-2288. 
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