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Jewel Cave Offers Free Discovery Tours This Weekend 

 

Jewel Cave National Monument is extending an invitation to the public to experience its 

Discovery Talk program this Saturday and Sunday, August 14-15.  This weekend is aligned with 

the Fee Free Weekend within the National Park System.  Chief of Interpretation Bradley Block 

states, “We’re inviting everyone to come by for a visit, to experience a 20-25 minute cave 

program, and most importantly to learn a little bit about our national treasures.  The fee free 

weekend is also a time to simply enjoy your local national parks and take advantage of their 

recreational opportunities.” 

 

The Discovery Talk program offers visitors the opportunity to learn about the exploration of the 

second longest cave in the world.  It is a 20-25 minute experience into the cave where visitors 

will witness some cave formations, including calcite crystals and nailhead spar.  The Monument 

will offer five Discovery Talk programs on each day: 9:35 a.m., 11:35 a.m., 1:35 p.m., 3:35 p.m., 

and 6:05 p.m.  Each Discovery Talk has a twenty-person limit for each program time.  Tickets 

are only available on a first come, first serve basis. 

Block further comments, “The fee free weekend is a chance for park enthusiasts to experience an 

affordable sightseeing venture during tough economic times.  It is with great pride that the 

National Park Service offers these weekends during the summer season for interested visitors, 

and it is hoped that many of them will learn even more about our nation’s natural and cultural 

heritage.”  For more information about the Monument or for normal tour times and reservations, 

contact the visitor center at (605) 673-8300 or visit www.nps.gov/jeca. 
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