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Visitor Center

The Jewel Cave Visitor Center first opened to the public in 1972.  Cave discoveries in the 1960s warranted a new and more exciting tour route.  The current Scenic Tour route and the Visitor Center were developed in an effort to relieve congestion at the original cave entrance, and provide visitors with another view of the magnificent Jewel Cave.  

The Visitor Center offers a staffed information desk, cave tour ticket sales, guided cave tours and other ranger programs, and educational materials.  Information concerning Jewel Cave, nearby NPS sites, and the surrounding area may be obtained from park rangers.  A variety of free printed materials are also available.  Ticket sales for the Scenic Tour, Lantern Tour and Spelunking Tour are located at the visitor center ticket desk or the kiosk (summer only).
Scenic Cave Tours are accessed from the visitor center lobby via two elevators that descend 234 feet (71.3 meters) into the cave.  This elevator access is one of the two entrances to Jewel Cave.  Spelunking tours are available in the summer by reservation and also begin at the visitor center.    

A 30-minute video introduces the visitor to Jewel Cave's fascinating geologic story; explains cave exploration, survey and mapping; includes interviews with recent and current cave explorers; and discusses the challenges of cave protection and preservation.  This video is available for viewing upon request. 

A 360˚ display is installed on a computer screen and is available to familiarize visitors with the many surface and subsurface aspects of Jewel Cave National Monument.  This program is fun and educational for visitors of all ages.  Take an "electronic" exploration trip with current cave explorers to learn more about Jewel Cave and its many resources. 

The remaining section of the visitor center offers exhibits; the favorite being a wall map of Jewel Cave depicting 86 miles (53 km) of discovered passageway.  Rangers offer a variety of talks and demonstrations in the exhibit area and the outdoor, covered patio. 

Jewel Cave National Monument is open daily, year-round, except the buildings, park trails, and cave tours are closed on Thanksgiving Day, December 25, and January 1st.

	Jewel Cave National Monument

Park Facilities




Historic Ranger Cabin
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The Historic Ranger Cabin is located one mile (1.61 km) west of the Visitor Center and Administration building on a spur road just off of U.S. Highway 16.  The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) constructed this log cabin in 1935 and it served as the Monument’s headquarters and staff housing for 60 years.  The first rangers to staff the cabin arrived in 1936; they lived in the cabin during the summer and used the front room as a ranger station and greeting place for visitors.  

Another part of this CCC development project included the trail to the cave entrance, including an impressive stonework stairway, which is still in use.  Even if you are not interested in participating in the Lantern Tour, the Jewel Cave staff encourages visitors to walk this beautiful trail about 350 yards (318.5 m) to the historic cave entrance.

The Lantern Tour begins with a journey into history as visitors enter the cabin with their tour guide who introduces them to what life was like for the cabin’s first occupants.  Tickets for the Lantern Tour may be purchased at the Visitor Center or ticket kiosk during regular business hours. 
Visitors to the Historic Area may encounter Rangers outfitted in replica 1930s uniforms in the vicinity of the cabin and trail.  The Historic Area and Lantern Tour highlight the history, growth, and protection of Jewel Cave National Monument.  In 1935, only a small portion of Jewel Cave had been discovered, but the Department of the Interior had the foresight to recognize the significance of the cave.  This foresight enabled the National Park Service, with the assistance of the Civilian Conservation Corps to develop the ranger station and safer cave trails for guided tours.

Additional visitor facilities located at the Historic Area include a small picnic area, vault toilet, and access to the Canyons Trail.
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