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James A. Garfield National Historic Site
Summer 2011 Special Events & Programs

**James A. Garfield 180" Commemoration (1831-2011) **
**Civil War 150" Commemoration (1861-65 to 2011-15) **

July

Friday, July 1—10 a.m.

Naturalization Ceremony

As the Fourth of July approaches, visit the site to witness dozens of individuals from nations across the
globe take the oath as America’s newest citizens. The Garfield home provides an appropriate and idyllic
setting for this uniquely American ceremony. This event planned in partnership with the League of
Women Voters, Citizenship & Immigration Services (U.S. Department of Homeland Security), and the
U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Ohio. The public is invited to attend this uniquely
American event free of charge.

Saturday, July 2—11 a.m.

Behind the Scenes Tour

See the Garfield home and property as you’ve never seen it before! This special two-hour tour takes
you into rooms in the Garfield house not open to the normal public tour, including the basement and
attic. You'll also explore the windmill, barn, and other outbuildings. Cost is $15.00 per person.
Reservations recommended; please call 440-255-8722. Minimum age is 16. Please wear comfortable
walking shoes and be prepared to climb steps without difficulty.

Saturday, July 2 and Sunday, July 3—7 p.m.
Cleveland Shakespeare Festival Performs Outdoor Shakespeare
Saturday, July 2: Othello

Sunday, July 3: Love’s Labour’s Lost

Several of Shakespeare’s plays are found on the shelves of the Memorial Library at James A. Garfield
National Historic Site. This summer, enjoy Shakespeare in the great outdoors! The Cleveland
Shakespeare Festival is the nation’s largest free Shakespeare company. They will perform the tragedy
Othello and the comedy Love’s Labour’s Lost at James A. Garfield National Historic Site. These will be
the CSF’s only Lake County performances this year! No reservations are required and the performances
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are FREE. (Donations may be made directly to the CSF for its ongoing efforts to bring free Shakespeare
to northeast Ohio.) Bring a picnic dinner or purchase a meal on-site. For more information about the
Cleveland Shakespeare Festival, visit www.cleveshakes.org. Parking for both performances will be at
the Mentor Medical Building at 8224 Mentor Avenue (just east of James A. Garfield NHS). A free
shuttle will bring visitors to the site and return them to the Medical Building parking lot after the
plays conclude. The shuttle will begin running at 6 p.m.

Saturday, July 16—11 a.m.

James A. Garfield and the Civil War Tour

This informative program is a must for both casual and dedicated Civil War buffs. It explores James A.
Garfield’s Civil War service to the Union, including his roles at the battles of Middle Creek and
Chickamauga. This 90-minute tour begins in the visitor center and then proceeds to

the Garfield home and emphasizes Garfield’s time as a soldier. Cost is $15.00/person. Reservations
recommended; please call 440-255-8722.

Sunday, July 17—1 p.m.-4 p.m.

Lawnfield Ice Cream Social—A Fee-Free Day!

For the third of four events marking the 180™ anniversary of President Garfield’s birth, we invite
everyone to enjoy ice cream, period games, music, and conversation on the lawn behind the Garfield
home! This is the return of a favorite tradition at Lawnfield! Free of charge. Ice cream and toppings are
generously donated by Dairy Queen of Willoughby, Ohio.

Sunday, July 17—2 p.m.

James A. Garfield’s Family Life—A 180" Anniversary Event

For the third of four events marking the 180" anniversary of President Garfield’s birth and the 130"
anniversary of his presidency, visit to enjoy free ice cream and learn more about his family life. From his
mother to his children and grandchildren, Garfield’s family life played a large role in shaping him as a
man and a president. Educate yourself about our 20" president’s family while enjoying your free ice
cream and mingling with living descendants of President Garfield! Free of charge.

Friday, July 29—4 p.m.-8 p.m.

Old Village Market

This collaboration between the City of Mentor and James A. Garfield NHS is a farmer’s market on the
grounds of the Garfield property. Locally grown produce, arts and crafts, food, and other products are
for sale by dozens of vendors. Music, special exhibits, and tours of the Garfield home and museum are
also available. It’s the market with a festival atmosphere!

August

Friday, August 5—4 p.m.-8 p.m.

Old Village Market

This collaboration between the City of Mentor and James A. Garfield NHS is a farmer’s market on the
grounds of the Garfield property. Locally grown produce, arts and crafts, food, and other products are
for sale by dozens of vendors. Music, special exhibits, and tours of the Garfield home and museum are
also available. It's the market with a festival atmosphere!
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Saturday, August 6—11 a.m.

Behind the Scenes Tour

See the Garfield home and property as you’ve never seen it before! This special two-hour tour takes
you into rooms in the Garfield house not open to the normal public tour, including the basement and
attic. You'll also explore the windmill, barn, and other outbuildings. Cost is $15.00 per person.
Reservations recommended; please call 440-255-8722. Minimum age is 16. Please wear comfortable
walking shoes and be prepared to climb steps without difficulty.

Saturday, August 6—1 p.m.
Mollie Garfield: Daughter of a President

President James A. Garfield had only one daughter who survived to adulthood—Mary Garfield,
nicknamed Mollie. Learn about Mollie’s life in Mentor as the daughter of a presidential candidate, her
experience as a teenager in the White House, and the years following her father’s assassination,
including her romance with the President’s private secretary, Joseph Stanley-Brown. Hear about
Mollie’s life from a park ranger, and then meet “Mollie Garfield” herself in a research-based living
history presentation drawn from Mollie’s own diary. Free of charge.

Friday, August 12—4 p.m.-8 p.m.

Old Village Market

This collaboration between the City of Mentor and James A. Garfield NHS is a farmer’s market on the
grounds of the Garfield property. Locally grown produce, arts and crafts, food, and other products are
for sale by dozens of vendors. Music, special exhibits, and tours of the Garfield home and museum are
also available. It’s the market with a festival atmosphere! Free of charge.

Friday, August 19—4 p.m.-8 p.m.

Old Village Market

This collaboration between the City of Mentor and James A. Garfield NHS is a farmer’s market on the
grounds of the Garfield property. Locally grown produce, arts and crafts, food, and other products are
for sale by dozens of vendors. Music, special exhibits, and tours of the Garfield home and museum are
also available. It's the market with a festival atmosphere! Free of charge.

Saturday, August 20—11 a.m.

James A. Garfield and the Civil War Tour—A Civil War 150" Anniversary Program

This informative program is a must for both casual and dedicated Civil War buffs. It explores James A.
Garfield’s Civil War service to the Union, including his roles at the battles of Middle Creek and
Chickamauga. This 90-minute tour begins in the visitor center and then proceeds to the Garfield home
and emphasizes Garfield’s time as a soldier. Cost is $15.00/person. Reservations recommended; please
call 440-255-8722.

September

Saturday, September 3—11 a.m.

Behind the Scenes Tour

See the Garfield home and property as you’ve never seen it before! This special two-hour tour takes
you into rooms in the Garfield house not open to the normal public tour, including the basement and
attic. You'll also explore the windmill, barn, and other outbuildings. Cost is $15.00 per person.

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.



Reservations recommended; please call 440-255-8722. Minimum age is 16. Please wear comfortable
walking shoes and be prepared to climb steps without difficulty.

Friday, September 16—10 a.m.

Naturalization Ceremony

In honor of Constitution Day (Sept. 17), visit the site to witness dozens of individuals from nations across
the globe take the oath as America’s newest citizens. The Garfield home provides an appropriate and
idyllic setting for this uniquely American ceremony. This event planned in partnership with the League
of Women Voters, Citizenship & Immigration Services (U.S. Department of Homeland Security), and the
U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Ohio. The public is invited to attend this moving event
free of charge.

Saturday, September 17—11 a.m.

James A. Garfield and the Civil War Tour—A Civil War 150" Anniversary Program

This informative program is a must for both casual and dedicated Civil War buffs. It explores James A.
Garfield’s Civil War service to the Union, including his roles at the battles of Middle Creek and
Chickamauga. This 90-minute tour begins in the visitor center and then proceeds to the Garfield home
and emphasizes Garfield’s time as a soldier. Cost is $15.00/person. Reservations recommended; please
call 440-255-8722.

Thursday, September 22—7 p.m.
An Evening with Candice Millard, author of The Destiny of the Republic: A Tale of

Medicine, Madness, and the Murder of a President

New York Times bestselling author Candice Millard (The River of Doubt: Theodore Roosevelt’s Darkest
Journey) visits to discuss her new book about the assassination of President James A. Garfield! She will
present a program and sign copies of The Destiny of the Republic, which will be available to purchase in
our Eastern National bookstore. LIMITED SPACE AVAILABLE.

Saturday, September 24—10 a.m.-4 p.m.

National Public Lands Day—A Fee-Free Day!

National Public Lands Day is set aside each year for Americans to reflect on and celebrate national parks,
fish and wildlife refuges, national forests, and other areas set aside for the benefit and enjoyment of the
people. Tour the Garfield home, enjoy the museum exhibits and film, walk the grounds, and learn more
than you every though possible about Mentor’s own President Garfield! Free of charge.

Saturday, September 24—2 p.m.

200 Days: The Presidency of James A. Garfield—A 180" Anniversary Event

Despite being one of the most qualified and prepared ever elected to the office, James Abram Garfield
served just 200 days as the nation’s 20" president. Enjoy free entry to the Garfield site and an
informative program about his brief but influential presidency on Public Lands Day. Free of charge.
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