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LEADERS & LEGACIES OF THE CIVIL WAR ERA
Programs in 2016

**All programs are free of charge and held at Mentor Public Library, located at 8215 Mentor Avenue in Mentor, Ohio.  Please make a free reservation by calling Mentor Public Library at 440-255-8811.**


Wednesday, January 13—12 p.m.
The Early Republican Party, the Civil War, and America’s Westward Expansion
The Republican Party was formed in 1854 to prevent the spread of slavery to the West.  Learn more about the western origins and focus of the early Republicans and how this impacted the Civil War!


Wednesday, February 10—12 p.m.
The Life of Frederick Douglass: A Black History Month Program
Frederick Douglass escaped slavery in Maryland to become the most famous African American in the country and a forceful voice for equality in the United States.  In honor of Black History Month, learn more about his life and lasting impact!


Wednesday, March 9—12 p.m.
Important Women of the Civil War Era: Clara Barton and Dr. Mary E. Walker—A Women’s History Month Program
In honor of Women’s History Month, this program will focus on two of the most interesting and important women of the Civil War era: Clara Barton, founder of the American Red Cross; and Dr. Mary E. Walker, the only female recipient of the Medal of Honor.


Wednesday, April 13—12 p.m.
The Postwar Years of Grant, Lee, and other Civil War Leaders
You probably know quite a bit about what leaders like Ulysses S. Grant and Robert E. Lee did during the Civil War, but what about after the guns fell silent?  This program will look at the postwar careers of several notable Civil War commanders.


Wednesday, May 11—12 p.m.
The Capture & Imprisonment of Confederate President Jefferson Davis
Jefferson Davis fled the Confederate capital of Richmond as Union forces closed in during the spring of 1865.  His escape, capture, and imprisonment make for a fascinating story that will be examined in this program.

Wednesday, June 8—12 p.m.
Flags & Heraldry of the Civil War
Both the Union and Confederacy used flags, insignia, and other heraldry to identify units, communicate, and for other purposes during the Civil War.  Learn more about some of the most interesting flags and other heraldry of the North and South!


Wednesday, July 13—12 p.m.
The Civil War, American Exceptionalism, and Global Influence 
What were the global impacts of the Civil War?  How did the conflict impact the way Americans viewed themselves and their place in the world?  What did the war mean for America’s rise as a regional and global power?  Find out by attending this presentation!


Wednesday, August 10—12 p.m.
Civil War Photography, Part II
Photography was still in its early stages during the war, but the images the war produced have shaped and haunted us since.  Learn about the history of photography and the men who brought us some of the most famous photos in our history.  (Part I was presented in August 2015.)


Wednesday, September 14—12 p.m.
The Life of President Rutherford B. Hayes
Before he was the 19th President of the United States, Rutherford B. Hayes was a decorated Union general of the Civil War.  Join a representative of the Rutherford B. Hayes Presidential Center (Fremont, Ohio) for a program about the life and service of General Hayes.


Wednesday, October 12—12 p.m.
The Evolution of the U.S. Navy from the Civil War to the “Steel Navy”
The Civil War saw the rise of the first “ironclads,” and by the time James A. Garfield was President he hoped to build a Navy of steel warships.  Learn more about the evolution of the Navy from wooden ships to the “steel Navy” of the Garfield/Arthur period.


Wednesday, November 9—12 p.m.
Deconstructing the Gettysburg Address
“Four score and seven years ago…”  Thus begins one of the most famous speeches in human history.  But what Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address really mean?  This program will feature a line-by-line deconstruction and explanation of the Address!


Wednesday, December 14—12 p.m.
Lee’s Old War Horse: General James Longstreet
Robert E. Lee called General James Longstreet “my old war horse,” and Longstreet was Lee’s right hand man for much of the Civil War.  Yet after the war, many former Confederates came to despise Longstreet.  Learn more about his Civil War years and long postwar life!



™

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
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