Dune Protection Efforts Working Oak Savanna Restoration

Efforts to restore and protect the fragile dune Restoration of 1,045 acres of oak savanna
ecosystem at West Beach were initiated in will begin this year at the Miller Woods and
September of 2012. Informational signs and Tolleston Dunes Units. Oak savanna occurs in
fencing were installed to try to reduce the only 0.02% of its pre-settlement extent. The
unintended impacts caused by visitors straying work will include reducing the overgrown tree
from designated trails. Off-trail foot traffic canopy to allow more light to the grasses and
has led to trampling of vegetation, creation flowering plants as well as treatment of invasive
of a network of unauthorized trails, and plant species across each of the units. The
erosion in sensitive areas including globally project will benefit the federally endangered
imperiled panne wetlands. In order to measure Karner blue butterfly as well as a wide range
the effectiveness of the signs and fencing, of plants and wildlife. Planting of native forbs
park employees are working with Valparaiso and grasses will occur during spring 2015 to
University and Prairie State College to monitor augment the native seed bank.

the recovery of plants in previously impacted
areas. We see increased stabilizing plant growth
where feet aren’t going!
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Anniversaries Ahead!

We started planning a series of special events
and activities for 2016. The National Park
Service will be 100 years old and Indiana Dunes
National Lakeshore will turn 50! On top of
that, the state of Indiana is celebrating 200 years
of statehood. Special anniversaries are the
perfect time to pause and take stock of where
we’ve been, celebrate what we’ve accomplished
and renew our commitments moving forward.
We welcome your ideas on how to mark these
special occasions and look forward to sharing
them with you.

Passport to the Dunes Habitat Restoration

Discover hidden treasures of Indiana Dunes This summer you may see work being done to
National Lakeshore through the brand new remove 40 older structures and former house
Passport to the Dunes program. Pick up a sites. This two-year contract is a continuation
passport booklet at either the Indiana Dunes of a nearly thirty-year effort to help restore
Visitor Center or the park’s Paul H. Douglas the park’s natural habitats. When the national
Center and start exploring. Complete your lakeshore was established in 1966, close to
passport by visiting at least eight of the nine 1,000 commercial buildings and house sites
listed locations and answering one question were included within the park’s boundary.
related to each site. Bring your completed When appropriate, the park removes these
passport back to either center and get a free structures and restores the landscape to a more
mini-poster featuring our newly-designed park natural state. A few historic structures have been
site logos. This is a great program for someone preserved, and other buildings were renovated
who has at least a couple of days to explore the to create office space, interpretive centers, and
park or who makes multiple visits. other park facilities.

Portage Lakefront and Riverwalk

This popular spot is operated under a unique
and very successful partnership. The land,
buildings, and facilities are owned by the
National Park Service, but the site is operated
by the City of Portage, Indiana. While only
open since 2008, this spot along the Lake
Michigan shoreline has proven immensely
popular and drew over 208,000 visitors last
year. To help manage the crowds and to shore
up erosion along the Riverwalk, the city has
contracted work to add handrails, curbing, and
other structures. Expected to be completed by
Memorial Day weekend, this work will help
prevent future water damage and protect the
extremely fragile dune habitat from trampling
by visitors.

Stewardship Opportunities Nature Play Zone

In 2013, over 1,100 volunteers donated The new Nature Play Zone, located at the west
more than 2,400 hours to learn more about end of the park at the Paul H. Douglas Center
their national lakeshore during Stewardship for Environmental Education has exceed our
Saturdays. We are grateful that citizens donate expectations! Families who have discovered
their time, give back, and help protect our this unusal outdoor play area return all smiles
public lands. We’re in better shape because of and want to visit again. This summer, enjoy
their help. Want to join us on select Saturday the site and each family will receive a free set
mornings? See the listing of stewardship of nature play cards and a water bottle (while
programs in the Ranger Guided Programs supplies last). This is part of our Nature in My
section of the Singing Sands or on the national Neighborhood campaign, which encourages
lakeshore’s website for details and locations. families to explore nature in the parks and their

own backyards. We’re also hosting fort-building
contests June 14, July 5, and August 2 from
10 am - 4pm.
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Heron Rookery

Construction on a nearby bridge on 600 East
Road will keep the main entrance and parking
lot of the Heron Rookery temporarily closed.
Despite the closure of the main lot, access to the
trail will still be possible from a small lot at the
west end of the trail. Normally just open during
the spring wildflower season, this 4-car lot on
450 East Road will be kept open throughout the
construction period. While Great Blue Herons
have not nested in this rookery for years, you
can still spot them in a number of wetlands
around the national lakeshore. Check out the
overlooks at the Great Marsh Trail or Long Lake
in the West Beach unit to see heron and other
wetland birds.



