
 

Junior Wildland Firefighter 

       Activity Booklet 

 

 Indiana Dunes  

Dear Junior Firefighter, 
You’re invited to discover wildland fire’s role in 
our National Parks and become Junior Wildland 
Firefighters for the National Park Service. 
Learn how firefighters manage fire to protect 
property, lives, and ensure forest health.  

 
 

To become a Junior Wildland Firefighter and earn a 
SCORCHY fire patch you must… 
 Be 7 to 12 years of age. 
 Attend the Junior Wildland Firefighter Program  at the National  
 Lakeshore’s Campground. Times of program are located at: 
 http://www.nps.gov/indu/parkmgmt/jrwildlandfirefighters.htm 
                                                                             OR 
               Answer the questions in this book. 
  
Bring your completed book to the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore  
Dorothy Buell Visitor Center and receive your  SCORCHY fire patch. 
Booklet May also be mailed to: 
NPS Fire Management Office 
1100 N. Mineral Springs Rd,  
Porter IN 46304 

    “SCORCHY”  SQUIRREL   

Name 

National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior  
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   Friendly Fire 

Hmm, what job do wildland firefighters do? Solve the word puzzle below to find out! 
         

 
 Use the examples below to help you...   the 

Wildland fire or forest fires are an essential, natural process. Fire 
has helped shape our ecosystems at Indiana Dunes for thousands of 
years. Fire helps recycle dead plants, releasing nutrients back into 
the soil. These nutrients help new plants grow which provides habitat 
for animals. Fire is a combination of heat, oxygen, fuel, and an igni-
tion source. This is called the fire triangle. Lightning causes some 
forest fires, but people often cause them through carelessness.  

Answer:  A  B  C  D  E     
Code:     +  #  %  !  $ 



 

Look at the list of safety equipment in the middle of the two fire-
fighters. Draw a line from the equipment listed to where it is  
located on both of the firefighters. 

What’s the Difference? 
Wildland firefighters fight forest fires. House fires 
are put out by structural firefighters. Although the job 
is different, a lot of the equipment that the firefighters 
use and wear is alike.  

  Can you find some similar equipment used by each kind of firefighter? 

STRUCTURAL/HOUSE FIREFIGHTER WILDLAND/FOREST FIREFIGHTER 

Eye and eye 
 Protection  

  Helmet  

    Tool  

 Gloves  

Leather Boots  

 Fire Resistant      
Coat and Pants 

  Back Pack  



 

Fire Engine Tool Scramble  

 

Wildland firefighters use fire trucks to carry people,     
water, and tools to wildfires. The activity below lists some 
of the tools that firefighters carry on their fire trucks to 
control wildland fires.  
 

   If you want to be a firefighter you need to know your tools! 
 What tools are these? Draw lines between them. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Chainsaw 

Fire hose 

Wildland fire helmet  

 

Chaps 

Drip torch 
6. 

Pulaski  

Used for cutting trees down 

Used for flowing water  

Protects your legs 
when using a chainsaw 

Used to protect your 
head from falling 
trees 

Used for lighting prescribed 
fires 

    Cuts and scraps fireline trenches 



Fire Investigator  

Read the story:  

   During your visit to Indiana 
Dunes National Lakeshore you  
decide to explore one of the many 
unique trails of the Dunes. You’re 
hiking along through the black oak 
forest. All of sudden you come 
across a cluster of oak trees 
whose trunks are black near the 
ground. As you come around the 
bend in the trail, you see that 
some of the trunks are only black 
on one side of the trees. You think 
to yourself, “Isn’t that strange?”  

You keep walking. All along the 
trail you notice that the soil is 
black, but there are fresh 
green shoots of grass poking 
up. The trees here are also 
charred at the base of the 
trunks.  
Ok, that’s it! It’s been at the 
back of your mind, but now 
you're positive. A fire burned 
through here! Was it a  
campfire out of control? Was 
it by accident or on purpose?   

Solve the puzzle to find out who caused the fire. Write your answers on the lines 
below. 

Use a combination of letters and pictures to make words. It may be helpful to “read” the 
puzzle out loud. Some of the pictures make a sound of the word, but are spelled 
differently. Be sure to look where the arrows are pointing in some of the pictures. 

 + S + T  + S - F 

3-RE SP+ -H 

 2   -y+ EP 3-RE 10-T+V+  +  -CE 

 
 H+ -S + THY. 

FA+ -BE 



 

 Junior Wildland Firefighter Training Quiz  
 
 Answer the questions below from the presentation. 
 

 

 List the big three that make up the fire triangle. 

A.  

B.  

C.  

 

 Your family is on a camping trip in the Indiana Dunes. While you 
are setting up your tent, you find a set of matches. What should 
you do? 

A. see if they work and try to light a fire. 

B. leave them on the ground. 

C. pick them up and give them to an adult. 

 

 Name something that could start a wildfire. 

 

 

 

 What should you do if you see smoke or a fire where it does not 
belong? 

A. Call 911 or tell an adult.. 

B. Don’t say anything. 

C.  Go look at the fire. 



            Firefighter Physical Training  
In order to become a wildland firefighter you have to pass a 
physical fitness test. Firefighters have to carry a 45 pound 
backpack for 3 miles under 45 minutes. Forest fires take many 
hours and sometimes days to put out. That is a lot of hiking 
around and working! As a junior firefighter you need to stay fit 
and eat healthy. Now it is time to test your fitness!  

Can you pass the Junior Wildland Firefighter Test? 

1. Do 5 knee push ups                               ____ 
  
2. Do 10 jumping jacks                             ____ 
 
3. Do 5 sit ups                                          ____ 
   
4. Do 10 bicycles                                      ____ 
 

Put a check mark next to all of the physical tests you  
complete. 

 

Junior Wildland Firefighter Pledge 
 
As a Junior Wildland Firefighter, I ___________, promise 
to protect and preserve the plants, animals, and history of 
the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore.  I will share what I 
have learned about wildland fire in National Parks, and will 
continue to explore our national treasures. 



Firefighter Definitions 

Ecosystems- A collection of living things and the environment in 
which they live. For example, a prairie ecosystem includes coyotes, 
the rabbits on which they feed, and the grasses that feed the 
rabbits. 
 
Fire Triangle 

 

Fire is a chemical reaction which needs three things to be present so 
it can happen: 

 

 

 

 

 

OXYGEN(air we breath) + HEAT(lightning, spark) + FUEL(trees, 
grasses) = FIRE 

If one of these is not present, the fire cannot start. If one of these 
is taken from a fire it will go out. 

Recycle- to reuse.  When a fire burns through a forest it turns 
some trees into ash. This ash then mixes with the soil. This new soil 
provides nutrients for other plants and tress to live on. 

Habitat-the place or environment where a plant or animal naturally 
or normally lives and grows. 

 

  

http://www.hantsfire.gov.uk/kids/learn/kids/learn/firetriangle.html#oxygen�
http://www.hantsfire.gov.uk/kids/learn/kids/learn/firetriangle.html#heat�
http://www.hantsfire.gov.uk/kids/learn/kids/learn/firetriangle.html#fuel�


<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



