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The National Park Service 
Mission
The NPS preserves unimpaired the 
natural and cultural resources and values 
of the national park system for the 
enjoyment, education, and inspiration 
of this and future generations.  The NPS 
cooperates with partners to extend the 
benefits of natural and cultural resource 
conservation and outdoor recreation 
throughout this country and the world. 

Indiana Dunes National Lake-
shore
Purpose
The park’s purpose is the specific reason 
the park was established as a unit of 
the national park system. Statements 
of purpose are grounded in a thorough 
analysis of the park’s legislation and 
legislative history.  Purpose statements 
go beyond a restatement of the law to 
document shared assumptions about 
what the law means in terms specific to 
the park.

The purpose of Indiana Dunes National 
Lakeshore is to preserve, restore, 
and protect outstanding ecological 
and biological diversity along with 
geologic features that characterize 
the southern shore of Lake Michigan.  
Provide opportunities for the public to 
experience natural scenic open spaces, 
historic features, and educational, 
scientific, inspirational, and recreational 
opportunities in close proximity to 
urban areas. 

History
Henry Cowles, a botanist from the 
University of Chicago who long 
championed the study of plant ecology, 
helped bring international attention to 
the intricate ecosystems of Indiana’s 
Dunes.  Residents of the area and the 
region recognized the value of the dunes 
and first proposed a national park in 
1915.  Interested people continued to 
pursue this effort for the next 50 years, 
while others sought industrial uses and 
proposed the creation of the Port of 
Indiana.  In 1963, President Kennedy 

proposed “the Kennedy Compromise” 
that allowed both a national park and 
a port.  In 1966, Illinois Senator Paul 
H. Douglas sponsored legislation that 
authorized Indiana Dunes National 
Lakeshore, which included 8,330 acres 
of land and water.  Four subsequent 
expansions (1976, 1980, 1986 and 1992) 
have increased the size of the park to 
more than 15,000 acres.

Present
Today more than 1,135 native plant 
species can be found, ranking the park 
seventh in plant diversity among all 
national parks.  The park is home to a 
variety of animal species including: 46 
mammals, 18 amphibians, 23 reptiles, 
71 fish, 60 butterflies, 60 dragonflies and 
damselflies, and 352 birds.  Pitcher’s 
thistle,  Indiana bat, eastern massasauga 
rattlesnake and Karner blue butterfly 
are some of the federally threatened 
and endangered species that make their 
homes at the Park.

Materials Presented at the Public Scoping Meetings
Introduction
To kick off the Indiana Dunes National 
Lakeshore Shoreline Restoration and 
Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, four public scoping 
meetings were held on December 8, 9, 
15 and 16, 2010.  The meetings were 
held in Portage, Michigan City and 
Porter.   The purpose of the public 
scoping meetings was to present: 
l basic information and data about 

the park, 
l identify the purpose and need of the 

project and its objectives describe 
the guidelines for restoration 
endpoints,

l discuss potential management 
strategies, and

l outline the planning/ National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
process. 

The draft project area boundary and 
an array of shoreline restoration tools 
were also presented during the open 
house.  After a brief introduction to the 
project, participants were invited to visit 
informational stations set up around the 
room and discuss the Plan/EIS with the 
project team.   In total 65 members of 
the public and three reporters attended 
the meetings. 

Next Steps
The planning team is developing 
preliminary alternatives to address the 
needs and issues identified through 
the scoping process and will assess 
the environmental impacts of the 
alternatives as they are developed.  You 
will have the opportunity to review the 
Draft Plan/EIS by the end of this year.

Background 
The information on the following pages 
was presented at the public scoping 
meetings.
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Many people discussed their 
understanding of sand movement and 
their personal experiences related to 
sand movement.  The unknown effects 
of climate change were mentioned in 
relationship to extreme storm weather 
events, lake levels and coastal processes.  
Recreational use of the park was also 
important to many commenters.  

Several commenters expressed their 
general agreement with the need for this 
project,  while others expressed their 
desire for action and implementation.  
Commenters also expressed the desire 
for National Park Service to coordinate 
with communities and other agencies 
when developing the Plan/EIS. 

Public Comment Analysis 
A full analysis of the correspondence 
and comments collected from the public 
through the scoping process can be 
found in the Public Scoping Comment 
Analysis Report available on the 
project’s web page: parkplanning.nps.
gov/indushoreline

Future Public Input
Following the preparation of the 
draft Plan/EIS, the public will have 
an opportunity to review and provide 
comments this fall/winter.
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