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Objectives:  Students  wil l  be able to:  
 

Indiana Dunes 
Education 

National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
 
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore 
Education Department 

1) Name two ways to protect  the park.  
2)  Name four activi t ies  that  plants  and animals  do. 
3)  Describe in their  own words two plants  and 
animals . 
4)  Name two ways that  plants  and animals  help 
each other.  
 

Setting:   Paul  H. Douglas  Center  for  Environmental  Educat ion or the Calumet  
Dune Interpret ive Center 
 
Age/grade :   pre-kindergarten through second grade 
 
Ratio of students to ranger:   No less  than 30 students ,  please.  This  program 
requires  two rangers . 
 
Safety issues:   t rips/fal ls  while hiking. 
 

What to expect during your field trip:  This  one hour program begins 
si th  a puppet  show, and usually ends with a short  outside nature hike.  
 

Summary:  
In this  puppet  show, s tudents  will  meet  many 
puppet  characters of  the spring,  summer and 
autumn and winter  woods.    
As the puppets  talk,  they reveal  their  secret  
haunts  and habits.  Students  see how the 
animals  and plants  of  the outdoors  work 
together as  neighbors  to  help one another.   
On a short  walk after  the show (weather 
permit t ing),  s tudents  will  search for the 
activi t ies  of  plants  and animals .  
  
 
 
 
 
 

Talk With the Animals  



 
2 

 
 

   Background Information: 
 
   The  fo l lowing organisms are  commonly found throughout  Indiana  Dunes   
 Nat ional   Lakeshore :   oak  t rees ,  skunks,  owls ,  po ison  ivy,  raccoons ,  f rogs ,  
 ca t ta i l s ,  snakes ,  spiders ,  opossum,  deer ,  rabbi t s ,  squi r re l s ,  ch ipmunks ,   
 moles ,  vo les ,  groundhogs ,  shrews ,  toads ,  sa lamanders ,  coyotes  and  fox .   
 
 
 
 Prerequisite Classroom Activities: 
 
 Before your visit to Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, please take a moment to read over these 
 activities. We suggest that you do one or more of the described activities for additional classroom 
 involvement and learning. 
 
 1) Check your local library for story books on any of the plants or animals listed above in the Teacher 
 Background. Read these stories to your students, or have them read them. 
 

2) Brainstorm with your students what they might and might not find at Indiana Dunes National 
Lakeshore. 

 
3) Go for a walk around the school yard looking for plants and animals that may also be found at the  

       National lakeshore.        
 

4) Have students make collages of animals that might be found at the lakeshore. 
 
 
 
 
Vocabulary: 
 
Sensory  relating to the senses (a specialized function or mechanism (as sight, hearing, smell, taste, or 

touch) by which an animal receives and responds to external or internal stimuli) 
 
Trust a specialized function or mechanism (as sight, hearing, smell, taste, or touch) by which an animal 

receives and responds to external or internal stimuli / responsibility for safety and well-being 
 
Observe to watch carefully /  to make a scientific observation of/ to come to understand or know 

especially by thinking about facts that have been noted 
 
Explore   to search through / to go into or travel over for purposes of discovery or adventure  / to examine 

carefully and in detail especially in order to make a diagnosis  
 
Focus    to adjust one's eye or a camera to a certain range 
 
Adaptation  adjustment to environmental conditions: as an adjustment of a sense organ to the degree or 

quality of stimulation  / change in an organism or its parts that fits it better for the conditions of 
its environment /  a structure resulting from this change 

 
Habitat  the place or type of place where a plant or animal naturally or normally lives or grows 
 
Patterns  an artistic form, figure, or design  / a set of characteristics that are displayed repeatedly  
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Illinois Content Standards: 
 
Early  Elementary:  
11.A.1a   Descr ibe  an  observed  event .  
11 .A.1e   Arrange data  in to  logica l  pa t terns  and  descr ibe  the  pat terns .  
11 .A.1f   Compare  observat ions  of  indiv idual  and group resu l t s .  
12 .A.1a   Ident i fy and  descr ibe  the  component  par t s  of  l iv ing things  (e .g .  b i rds  have   
  fea thers ,  people  have  bones ,  b lood ,  ha i i ,  sk in)  and the i r  major  funct ions .  
12 .A.1b   Categor ize  l iving organisms  us ing a  var ie ty of  observable  f ea tures  (e .g .   
  s i ze ,  color ,  shape ,  backbone) .  
12 .B.1a   Descr ibe  and  compare  character i s t i cs  of  l iv ing th ings  in  re la t ionship  to  the i r  
  envi ronments .  
12 .B.1b   Descr ibe  how l iving th ings  depend on one  another  for  surv ival .  
13 .A.1c   Expla in  how knowledge can  be  gas ined  by carefu l  observat ion .  
 
 
 
 
Extension or Follow-up Activity: 
 
C lass  ref lec t ion  paper  or  wr i t ing sample :    
Ask  each  s tudent  to  wr i te  a  shor t  essay,  l e t t e r  or  s tory abou t  what  they learned  on  the i r  
f i e ld  t r ip  to  Indiana  Dunes  Nat ional  Lakeshore .   Rangers  love  receiv ing mai l  f rom thei r  
s tudents .   Send  the  ranger  the  packet  of  essays  f rom your  c lass  (or  a  copy of  them),  and  
your  ranger  wi l l  send  your  c lass  a  cer t i f i ca te  f rom the  dunes .   Send your  essa ys  to :    

Ind iana  Dunes  Nat ional  Lakeshore  
1100 N.  Minera l  Spr ings  Road 

Por ter ,  IN  46304 
At tn :   Your  ranger’ s  name or  jus t  Educat ion  Depar tment  

 
 
I f  you  are  us ing th i s  essay as  a  c lass  ass ignment  for  a  grade ,  we would  l ike  to  sugges t  
tha t  each  essay conta in  the  fo l lowing e lements .   Use  the  rubr ic  be low to score  them. 
*    The name of  the  park  and  the  locat ion  of  the i r  f i e ld  t r ip—for  example:  Douglas  
 Center ,  Ind iana  Dunes  Nat ional  Lakeshore  
*   Three  fac t s  they lea rned  on  the  f ie ld  t r ip  about  the  an imals  and  the  seasons.  
*   A br ief  explanat ion of  why Indiana  Dunes  i s  unique  and  therefore  a  na t ional  park .  
*   At  l eas t  two things  the  s tudent  can  do  to  help  take  care  of  h i s  or  her  na t ional  park .  
*  Fi l l  in  the  b lank  of  th i s  s ta tement  and  provide  an  explanat ion :   I  would  l ike  to  
 l earn  more  about  __________ at  Ind iana  Dunes .  
 
***  For  advanced  groups ,  add  the  fo l lowing e lement :  
Tel l  the  park  rangers  i f  you  would  l ike  to  br ing your  fami l ies  and  f r iends  to  the  dunes  
and  i f  so  what  would  you  do  here  and  where  would  you  go .  
 
 
 
 



 
4 

Assessment: 
Rubric  for  Class  ref lec t ion  wr i t ing ass ignment :  
 
E lements  4  point s  3  point s  2  point s  1  point  
 
Wri t ing and  
organiza t ion 

 
The wri t ing 
sample  is  
very wel l  
wr i t t en  and  
organized  by 
the  e lements  
provided .   It  
has  a  s t rong 
in t roduct ion ,  
middle  and  
conclus ion.    

 
The  wr i t ing 
sample  is  
wel l  wr i t t en  
and  
organized  by 
the  e lements  
provided .   It  
inc ludes  an  
in t roduct ion ,  
middle  and  
conclus ion.  

 
The wri t ing 
sample  is  
choppy and  
i s  no t  wel l  
o rganized .  It  
l acks  an  
in t roduct ion  
or  
conclus ion.    

 
The  wr i t ing 
sample  is  
very shor t  
and  
unorganized .   

 
Grammar  & 
Spel l ing 

 
Mis takes  in  
spel l ing and  
grammar  are  
minor  or  non-
ex is ten t .  

 
Mis takes  in  
spel l ing and  
grammar  are  
minimal—
about  4-5 .  

 
Mis takes  in  
spel l ing and  
grammar  are  
numerous—
5-10.  

 
Mis takes  in  
spel l ing and  
grammar  are  
more  than  
10 .  

 
Fact s  and  
conten t  

 
The wri t ing 
sample  
demons t ra tes  
the  s tudent ’s  
l earn ing on  
the  dunes  
program and 
inc ludes  
three  or  more  
fac t s  
provided  by 
the  park  
s taf f .  

 
The  wr i t ing 
sample  
demons t ra tes  
the  s tudent ’s  
l earn ing and  
inc ludes  
only two 
fac t s  
provided  by 
the  park  
s taf f .  

 
The  wr i t ing 
sample  does  
not  
demons t ra te  
much 
learn ing and  
only 
inc ludes  one  
fac t  
p rovided  by 
the  park  
s taf f .  

 
The  wr i t ing 
sample  does  
not  
demons t ra te  
any learn ing 
and  does  not  
inc lude  any 
fac t s  
provided  by 
the  park  
s taf f .  

 
Nat ional  
Park  Serv ice  
theme 

 
The wri t ing 
sample  
c lear ly 
demons t ra tes  
the  s tudent ’s  
unders tanding 
of  the  ro le  of  
the  NPS in  
preserv ing 
the  dunes   by 
explain ing 
why Indiana  
Dunes  i s  such  
a  unique  
t reasure .  

 
The wri t ing 
sample  
ment ions  the  
NPS and  i t s  
ro le  in  
preserv ing 
the  Indiana  
Dunes .  

 
The wri t ing 
sample  
ment ions  the  
NPS and  
Indiana  
Dunes .  

 
The wri t ing 
sample  does  
not  ment ion  
anyth ing 
about  the  
NPS or  i t s  
ro le  a t  
Ind iana  
Dunes .  

 
S tewardship 

 
The wri t ing 

 
The wri t ing 

 
The wri t ing 

 
The wri t ing 
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sample  l i s ts  
th ree  th ings  
the  s tudent  
can  do  to  
ass i s t  in  
t ak ing care  of  
the  Indiana  
Dunes .  

sample  l i s ts  
two things  
the  s tudent  
can  do  to  
ass i s t  in  
t ak ing care  
of  the  
Indiana  
Dunes .  

sample  l i s ts  
one  th ing 
the  s tudent  
can  do  to  
ass i s t  in  
t ak ing care  
of  the  
Indiana  
Dunes .  

sample  does  
not  l i s t  
anyth ing 
about  what  
the  s tudent  
can  do  to  
take  care  of  
the  Indiana  
Dunes .  

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


