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VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION PICNIC 2011 
                by Volunteer Lisa Pietrala 

 
Saturday July 16th was not a regular day for the Indiana Dunes National 

Lakeshore Volunteers. This year, we moved our picnic to the 
Bailly/Chellberg picnic area located on Mineral Springs Road in Porter, 
Indiana. Approximately 65 volunteers – from across the park, camp hosts 
from the Dunewood Campground, park visitor use assistants, ParKids 
and more – came out for the afternoon.  

I would like to take this moment to thank all of the volunteers who 
came out to the picnic, and who continually help to make Indiana Dunes 
National Lakeshore a wonderful park. 

Burgers, hot dogs, potato salad, pasta salad, deviled eggs, fruit platters, 
veggie trays, cakes, cookies and brownies were all on the menu at the 
picnic. A big thanks to seasonal ranger Jeffery Hendrix, who acted as the grilling master, flipping  burgers and dogs to 
perfection. There was so much food that I wasn’t even able to try it all without filling up first! Thank you everyone who 
brought dishes to share! It was a delicious dilemma to have such a large array of food items!  

  The picnic was not all food, though. A more active part of the 
picnic was the water balloon toss, in which approximately 30 
volunteers participated. The usual misfortune of having the balloon 
pop as you tried to catch it was instead a joyful surprise that cooled 
you down from the day’s 90 degree temperature. Another popular 
activity was the Get to Know You Bingo that volunteers received 
upon check in. This ice breaker allowed volunteers to interact with 
others whom they might not have previously known. Prizes were 
given to winners of all of the activities, including the five raffle 
prizes, which were donated books show-casing different aspects of 
The Dunes.  

      The Midwest Regional Partnership Award was given out by 
Deputy Superintendent Garry Traynham, to the Northwest Indiana 
Paddling 
Association 

(NWIPA) who’s President, Dan Plath, was there to accept it. Since 
NWIPA was established three years ago, they have been very active 
and instrumental in creating a brand new National Recreation Trail – 
the Lake Michigan Water Trail. Other fabulous volunteers received 
awards from their volunteer supervisors, and VIP Program Manager 
Lynda Lancaster thanked every single person who contributed their 
time and talent to the park. I want to thank all of you, too, for all the 
help you have given me during this very busy summer season. 

Just another picnic? I don’t think so. Once again I would like to thank 
every one of you for your volunteer efforts, and for making the 
picnic a fun and relaxing event! 

 

THE VOLUNTEER 
                                                     INDIANA DUNES NATIONAL LAKESHORE’S 
                                                           VOLUNTEER IN PARKS NEWSLETTER 

             
     October 2011 



The Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore Volunteer 

         
  

8 

10 

1 

 
Our 2011 Volunteers have been busy!  
These are some of the projects volunteers did this year. Can you draw a line from the picture to the fabulous volunteer 
assistance? 

 
 
Ground Works Gary 
Maple Sugar Time 
Duneland Heritage Days 
Roads & Trails 
Maintenance 
Campground hosts 
Naturalists 
Chesterton Earth Club 

Rain Garden 
Cowles Bog Restoration 

Douglas Center Volunteer Visitor Assistants 
Visitor Center Volunteer Visitor Assistants 
Monitoring Programs – Frogs, Plants & Butterflies 
Century of Progress Home Tours 
Resource Management Restoration Assistants 
Alliance for the Great Lakes – Adopt-A-Beach 
International Coastal Clean-Up 
Audubon Christmas Bird Count 
Education Program Naturalists 
United Way Youth Day of Caring 
INDU Stewardship Days 
    Greenhouse 

Rain Garden 
Removal of invasive species 

Artist in Residence 
Student Conservation Association 
Cowles Bog Restoration 
Trail Crew 
Farm Garden 
Douglas Center Animal Care Assistants 
Public Information Intern 
NW Indiana and Illinois Target Stores 
Camp Mom Volunteers 
National Public Lands Day – Chicago Public Schools Calumet is 
My Back Yard 
National Trails Day – Lake Michigan Water Trail Dedication 
SCA/Indiana American Water Corporate Work Day 
 Indiana Coastal Cooperative Weed Management Area 

Workday with The Nature Conservancy, NIPSCO & 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources 

 

THANKS for a great year. 
(Answers are on the next page.)
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2011 Hard Working Volunteers Working Hard 
 

1.Volunteers welcoming visitors to Duneland Heritage Days 
2. The LaPorte Parrot Heads are working to keep Kemil access beach clean through the 
Alliance for the Great Lakes Adopt-A-Beach program. This is the September 17 
International Coastal Clean-Up 2011 group. 
3. The Student Conservation Association Volunteers come from across the country to help 
the park build trails, restore habitats and, like Beth Schrader, maintain a cultural resource 
like the farm garden. (Too bad the raccoons raided the garden the week before Duneland 
Heritage Days, held September 17 and 18.)  
4. The past ten years, Camp Mom volunteers have been coming to the park every June to 
help keep the campground looking good.  
5. 2011 marked the Silver Anniversary of the opening of the Paul H. Douglas Center for 
Environmental Education. Here, Volunteer Sandra Goldsby helps young artists. 
6. In 2011, 17 National Recreation Trails were created nationwide. The dedication was in 
Chicago, where Volunteer Dan Plath accepted the plaque for Lake Michigan Water Trail 
with Senator Dick Durbin, Deputy Secretary David J. Hayes and Midwest Regional 
Director Mike Reynolds. 
7. How can you help with the parks restoration? Stewardship Days! Here, volunteers 
attack a nasty invasive Oriental Bittersweet at Mt. Baldy. Check our web site for the next 
Stewardship Day. 
8. Volunteer Naturalists, like Marguerite, share their skills and knowledge in and around 
the park. 
9. The Artist-in-Residence Program brings artists to the park to practice their craft and 
leave behind a remembrance of their time here.  
10. Volunteer Public Information Intern Lisa Pietrala was working hard this summer 
taking pictures and setting up the park’s new Facebook page. Here, Lisa is on duty at the 

DC Silver Anniversary.  
11. One of our fabulous camp hosts, Bob and Carol O’Donnell, in their summer home.  
12. The park is a better place because of the work of all our volunteers. 

The park never closes so there are volunteer opportunities all through the winter. Got some time?  
• Ranger Anthony Sutphen is busy restoring the park and is looking for 

groups to help him with deconstruction projects.   
• Research Coordinator Joy Marburger is looking for people with data entry 

experience.ail Corps  
Go to www.volunteer.gov/gov and see the volunteer opportunities at your 
neighborhood national park. Share your experiences with other folks and bring 
them along, bring a camera and send me some pictures.  
 

 
 

Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore Steps Into the 21st Century with Facebook!INDU  
 
We’re looking for help with our Facebook page! 
 
If you have time to wander the park, take pictures and post them to Indiana Dunes National 
Lakeshore’s Facebook page, contact Lynda_Lancaster@nps.gov to chat about how you can 
spread the word about all the glorious sights and sounds of this national park! 
  

http://www.volunteer.gov/gov�
mailto:Lynda_Lancaster@nps.gov�
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In 2010, the National Park Service reported that 226,768 volunteers 
contributed 6,438,674 hours to 381 parks in the National Park System. Indiana 
Dunes National Lakeshore had over 1500 volunteers contribute 11,307 hours. How 
do we know that? The people that volunteered had their hours counted completing 
their volunteer time sheet – and it’s that time again!  
 

Please make sure YOUR PRICELESS CONTRIBUTION is counted! 
Please complete this timesheet and send it in to Lynda Lancaster by October 15! 
 

REMINDER:  
If you contribute 500 hours to the NPS volunteer program, you are eligible for a National Parks Volunteer Pass. 
 

Volunteer in Parks Program Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore Timesheet 
Name of Volunteer:____________________________________ 
Division:____________________________________________ 
Volunteer Supervisor__________________________________ 
 

Date Work Performed Hours Worked 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

Volunteers – Please return this sheet by October 15, 2011. 
E-mail to Lynda_Lancaster@nps.gov 
Snail mail to Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore 

1100 N. Mineral Springs Rd. 
Porter, IN  46304 

Attn: Lynda Lancaster       The Volunteer  
         Comments contact VIP program manager Lynd Lancaster  
         at Lynda_Lancaster@nps.gov, 219-395-1682 
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